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REPORT 

OF THE 

INSPECTORS GENERAL, 

ON THE 

GENERAL STATE OF THE GAOLS, &c. OF IRELAND. 



COUNTY GAOLS. 

A >-™OU GH the great proportion of the gaols of Ireland must, from the defects 
in their original construction, always afford very imperfect means of exhibiting 
sound principles of prison discipline, we are happy to be able to state that since the 
period of our last. Report, very important improvements have taken place and that 
in many counties either new gaols are in progress, or are about to be Erected, or 
such additions made to those already in use, as are calculated in the best practicable 
way to provide some remedy for the evils which the want of sufficient prisons had 
occasioned. 



Since our last Report of tire gaols of Ireland, the Inspector.general has had an nonmmsTRlcr 
opportunity of personally communicating with many of the resident gentlemen of 
this district, and can with confidence report, that the sound principles which should 
regulate all gaol establishments are generally acknowledged, and in many instances 
adopted ; and those errors in prison discipline corrected, which render the gaols 
nurseries for crime, as well as constant scenes of guilt and misery. 

In many of the northern counties, the Inspector-general met the Board of Super- 
intendence ; found a ready co-operation in every instance ; and received their support 
and authority to establish his plans for the improvement of prison discipline. 

Since the last inspection of Downpatrick and Westmeath county «aols the orand n 
juries have overcome those difficulties which have so long prevented their old and Wmmeath, 

ill-constructed prisons from being replaced by new ones ; in both instances the Kildare, 

presentments have passed, plans been approved of by government, and contracts 
made. Arrangements are also in progress, by which the present prisons will in the 
mean time, be conducted on such improved internal regulations as their accommo- 
dation will admit of. 

No actual presentment has taken place for the correction of the evils renorted last 
year to exist in the county gaol of Kildare, at Naas, which is here classed with the 
prisons of Down and Westmeath, in consequence of a general meeting of the countv 
having taken place, at the suggestion of the Inspector-general, at which the neces- 
sity ot building an addition to the prison was not only admitted, but an interest 
so manifested in improved principles, that it is fully expected some steps will be 
county ^ he appr0achlng ass,zes t0 ‘"Pro™ the places of confinement in this 

The new gaols in the four counties of Monaghan, Longford, Louth and Lon- », , 

donderry will be read, for occupation after the spring assize! ; they are all buil't on iTglJd? 
the semicircular plan, and afford accommodation for classification and labour, with Leitrim and 
a tread mill attached. Every aid has been offered by the Inspector-general to 
establish a correct system at the commencement; and should efficient officers he 
appointed, good hopes may be entertained of the best results 
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The new semicircular prisons at Roscommon and Sligo have been occupied some 
yeais, and continue to receive support from the resident magistracy ; but the want of 
SSErr re " d f e n e . ver J. effort a ‘ “oral reformation ineffectual* The Inspector- 
general has not failed to impress this object on the grand jury in his report and 
has suggested some plan to obtain profitable labour for their consideration!^ ’ d 
A tread mill has been erected at Roscommon. 

The additions to the gaols of Lifford and Omagli are in great forwardness and 
there is every reason to believe, that the subject of gaol discipline in its improved 
form, is under the consideration of the gentlemen of the county. P 

The county gaols at Carrickfergus and Armagh continue to improve in their 
.nternal arrangements, under the zealous care of Sal inspectors UtdTLLw 
2“ ' ? be re S rett f 1 ’ ,hal . the bad constructions and confined accommodation of 

exteLife iabo e ur ent a wellT 7 I*- 1 ’"*"* ^“““tion, or the introduction of 
extensive labour . a well-panned addition can alone remedy the evil. The eaol 

Boa d oTs 1 XT’ a ‘ Dundilk ’ a S ai “ “ lls a favourable' report Ihe 
Prison 0 / n , Su P en " tend f”ce continue their persevering exertions for the good of the 
prison, and all suggestions for improvement receive their support and cS-operation 
The average returns of criminals show that crime is decreasing in the county w hich 

d T ee *° tbe strict yet humane^nd wise 
gulations of the pnson. But here, as elsewhere in this country industry not 

UseKteft g6ner J admittCd im P° rtance ’ has not b ^n eLbliehed to any 

A„S a“h are ** * * «f ‘ ba counties of 

a '. Ennis L killen . Cavan and Drogheda, have received no additions since 
the last inspection ; they are modern prisoner but not built on an improved S 
The gaol at Enniskillen continues to be well regulated, but without labour for its 
inmates. In Cavan there is every hope that at the anproachinu assizes some addi 

his gaol be DroXd d X “ d “ be T SySte ” establisiled b «s hitherto governed 
this gaol. Drogheda has assumed an appearance of cleanliness and order and 

--^h £ 

of accommodation, or ground to add to it, every effort must fail to introduce c\S 
silica ion, industry, or any other means of moral reformation It is vreatlv to he" 
regretted, that this wealthy and enlightened county should now be theXlv one in 
he northern district, that has not^nade some eLt to render their colttlt 

S„tlE°r, g PnS ° n dUcipline ’ b y interaal structure. However, fadds 
instance, nothing but a new prison can obtain the object. 

A tread mill has been erected. 

by the grand jury to transmit to them a plan for a small br deweif whkh hTh 

* ho[,e hdd - that a - b * P — itfp^;. 
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In the county of Cork, a bouse of correction has been built on a very complete 
and compixdiensive plan, in proportion to. the space of ground to which the county 
were confined. This prison is attached to the county gaol, stands in an airy and 
commanding situation, and is now about to be connected, by a new and handsome 
entrance, with the great western road. The principle of the building is the radial, 
plan, each yard and class being overlooked from the governor’s house. The work 
is executed in the best manner; and the regulations which are established for its 
m tenor government, may be considered as a model for prisons of this class. Tread- 
mills tor oo prisoners have been erected in this prison. 

The city of Cork have completed a new and extensive gaol, not yet in use but 
now nearly on the point of being occupied by the prisoners. This building is of an 
elliptic form and consists of a spacious centre house, containing governor's apart- 
ments, two chapels, and other accommodation, overlooking the yards of two semicir 
cular prisons which verge inwards towards the centre building. 

New court-houses and prisons are in progress in seven quarter sessions towns 
and the grand jury have presented further funds for the erection of, or for such 
alteration m the other small prisons, as will complete the gaol system of this 
extensive county, according to the rules prescribed by the Prison Acts now in 
force. 

The county gaol of this county has been described, in the Report of the last year 
as a complete and efficient gaol, affording ample means of classification and 
inspection, with, however the defect of having no work-rooms. Two tread-mills 
have been erected since that period, and the committee continue their unremitted 
attention to the good government of the prison. 

This gaol has received no addition, and is very deficient in accommodation 
it is most desirable that the grand jury should purchase, as an addition, the old 
county gaol, which is contiguous to it. The improvement which has taken place 
in the management of this gaol, will appear from the Special Report thereon. The 
want of space, however, cripples every effort to establish a well arranged system. 

The gaol of this county, although a new prison, is both badly planned and badly 
executed, and is very inadequate to the wants of the county. It will probably be 
relieved from some of its proportion of inmates by the intended plan of establishing 
a district bridewell at Killarney. The management of the gaol has undergone a 
great change for the better within the last year. 

The gaols of these counties remain in their former state. The two former are 
well planned buildings, upon the semicircular plan, witk the yards verging towards 
the governor’s house, which stands in the front, overlooking the whole prison 
The town gaol at Galway is a small inconvenient prison, but within the last vear 
has been very well conducted. J 

The prison at Castlebar is wholly inadequate for the prisoners confined and a 
new gaol is required in the county of Mayo. It will, at least, be necessary to erect 
a house of correction as auxiliary to the present prison. (See Special Report on 
the gaol and bridewell at Castlebar.) 

The gaol at Philipstown is very deficient ; but a plan has been submitted to the 
grand jury, for such additions as will render it a sufficient prison for this county • 
particularly if the proposed plan of establishing a district brideweii at Parsonstown' 
should be carried into effect. 

The present gaol is totally unfit for the county ; but the grand jury have deter- 
mined to erect a new gaol upon the semicircular plan, which has been approved, 
and will present, m proportion to the size, the most perfect model for a eood 
county gaol. 6 

The gaols in these counties remain in the state in which they were at the period 
ot the last Report, with the exception of the county gaol at Waterford, in which 
one wing has been rebuilt, adding every necessary accommodation ; the prisoners 
having been much crowded before the execution of this work. 

294- The 
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The new addition alluded to in the former Report upon the Wicklow gaol, is 
completed, and that prison may now be considered as substantially a sufficient gaol 
tor the county, and conducted on the very best principles. 

An extensive addition to the gaol at Wexford is in progress, which will afford in 
that prison the means of good classification, of which there has been hitherto a 
great deficiency. 



In our former general observations on the county gaols, we reported our opinion 
that too much comparative importance was attached by the friends of prison 
discipline to the architectural advantages of prisons ; that expense in new buildings, 
and in correcting defective plans, had been incurred in vain in those counties, in 
which the management of the establishment was to be committed to the care of 
persons unqualified or indisposed to give effect to an improved system ; our further 
experience has confirmed us in the opinion, that faithful and efficient officers, well- 
regulated schools, productive labour, judicious treatment of the prisoners, order and 
precision in the details and hours of the day, justice in supplying to the prisoner 
his legal rights, kind and gentle treatment, accompanied by strict enforcement of 
the rules and orders of the prison, are the true springs and supports of an effective 
system of prison discipline. And that, although the advantages of a panoptic plan, 
and well-contrived means of classification, are highly to be valued, they are but 
the machinery by which a well regulated interior, under good officers, mav be 
advantageously worked. 

This point we have been most anxious to impress upon the high sheriffs and 
giand juries of Ireland, and we have the satisfaction to find a very general assent 
to these principles. We have seen the good effects of this feeling in several 
instances within the year, in which the prompt removal of bad, and substitution of 
good officers, has effected an immediate reformation of the most decisive character 
throughout every department of a gaol. In instances in which our unfavourable 
report had occasioned such a change of officers, we have seen a system of disorder 
and intoxication, of extravagant expenditure, of dirt and depravity, at once to 
disappear, and the whole establishment to present a picture of the most opposite 



DISTRICT BRIDEWELLS. 

THIS class of prisons established, under the 32d section 3d Geo. IV c 64 
is likely to afford a great convenience and saving of expense in counties in whicti 
local circumstances may render it advantageous to lighten the number of commit- 
tals to the county gaol, and in the case of bridewells situated in important stations 
at a distance from the county town. The Act empowers the Lord Lieutenant to 
appoint any bridewell which his Excellency may think proper to be a District 
Bridewell, from which prisoners, whose crimes are cognizable by the court of quarter 
sessions, are not to be removed to the county gaol, either prior to or after their trial 
It has not been considered expedient as yet to act upon this system in more 
than one case ; viz. in Baltinglass in the county of Wicklow, in which town a well- 
conducted prison of this class has been established, and it is at present recom- 
mended to the grand juries of three other counties to avail themselves of it, and to 
apply to government for the appointment of District Bridewells at Dun»arvan 
rarsonstown and Kilrush. ° 



SMALLER BRIDEWELLS. 

IN this branch of our Report of last year, we commenced our observations bv a 
quotation from the evidence given before the House of Lords bv the Member for 
Limerick in the Session of 1819, in which that gentleman gave'' a most just and 
melancholy account of the want of accommodation of the prisoners, and of the 
cruel and illegal practices which were to be found in these prisons. 

We have again visited them all, and have the satisfaction to think that this great 
public evil is corrected to a considerable extent, that correction is progressive and 
that we have the most sanguine expectation, that in the course of some time the 
smaller prisons of Ireland will be placed upon such a footing as to bear close inspec- 
tion 
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tion by the standard of the humane but heretofore inoperative enactments of the 
Legislature. — The following improvements have already taken place ; 

ist. — The quarterly returns required by the 35th section 3d Geo. IV. 
c. 64, according to the form prescribed by the same Act, (see 
Appendix, Schedule D.) are brought into full operation. These 
returns ascertain that every prisoner is supplied with food, according 
to the dietary table established by the court of King’s Bench, and 
with lire. They also lay before the government the whole history of 
the committal, confinement, and discharge of every prisoner,, and 
consequently guard against the possibility of concealed cases of 
illegal and arbitrary imprisonment. 

2d. — A very decided change for the better has been visible on our last 
tour in the decency and cleanliness of the prisons. 

3d. — A complete system of rules and regulations established by the court 
of King’s Bench for the government of smaller prisons (see Ap- 
pendix) has been printed and posted up in all the bridewells, and is 
carried into effect as far as circumstances will admit. These regu- 
lations can be applied with full force only in the case of prisons 
which afford the accommodation of rooms and yards required by 
law, and they are therefore as yet but partially applicable to many 
of the prisons in question. 

4th. — The conduct and exertions of the keepers appear on the whole to be 
much improved. 

5th. — An efficient local superintendence has been provided by the section of 
the Act before cited, which appoints as local inspector to this class of 
prisons, the officiating clergyman of the established church in the 
towns in which they are respectively situated. 

The introduction of a system so new, applicable to the several classes of small 
prisons which are extended over the most remote parts of the kingdom, and which 
cannot be visited in a circuit of much less than 3,000 miles, a system which in- 
volves a very considerable expense in the erection of new prisons, and in additions 
to the old, must be expected to be a work of time : we are, however, gratified in 
stating, that the liberality of grand juries has kept pace with the exigency of the 
case, and that the completion of a description of bridewell, every way conformable 
to the Prison Acts, is in progress and likely to be accomplished within a reasonable 
period. In the southern district above twenty new prisons have been determined 
upon, several of which are in considerable forwardness ; extensive additions have 
been ordered in as many more, and funds have been provided for supplying, to 
every prison fitted to receive them, the bedding and furniture which the law 
prescribes. 

The progress is considerable in the north ; and a strong feeling is gaining ground 
every day of the imperative duty attached to all individuals concerned, to endeavour 
to give full effect to the benevolent views of the Legislature with respect to every 
place of confinement. 

The valuable aid which this branch of prison regulation has received by the 
superintendence of the parochial clergy cannot be sufficiently estimated. 

The law has imposed upon them a duty in the local inspection of bridewells 
situated in their respective parishes, without any remuneration w hatever : and we 
are ^ratified in reporting, that the wishes of the Legislature have been universally 
met with a benevolent and disinterested zeal worthy of that order. The regulations 
of the court of King’s Bench have clearly defined the duties which belong to the 
inspection ; and we have the satisfaction of feeling, that in our control over a 
department so widely scattered, and over small prisons under the immediate care 
of persons of a low class, we have an effectual counterbalance to these disadvantages 
in the co-operation of the parochial clergy. Their inspection affords to us at all 
times a power of reference to an upright and intelligent officer, resident upon the 
spot, and secures a conscientious check upon the several returns received from 
each bridewell, and upon the prices of all articles purchased for the bedding and 
subsistence of the prisoners. We feel also assured, that no instances of irregularity 
294. G and 
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MANOR PRISONS. 

,W HE *12 .“if atte , nti ? n td P fisons of this class, and the custom of confining 

t:s 

thereto under the regulations contained in the 34th sect. \ Geo IV cT 7, 
prSTto^ht T’ th f the senescl,al of a manor eourt has no authority to cramd 
E Zdc ,h 7 P T’’ and tbatin casM »' which the lords of Z”or 
it for d6bt ° r criminal 

‘i" eS 7 tha should Provide a prison, separate from the public orisons 

0 “ c“. prison must afford r “ e <0 

tllis im P“« a "t subject we have had a communication with the lords of 
tbk nr' ' dl l° rS J h ' ch " cw brld evrella are to be built, who have liberally admitted 1 

TShichThe T e h?T that " °" next t0ur tlK ma " orial Prison In elch 
a distinct Report ® "opnsonment » exercised, will become the subject of 

The county bridewells are not only established upon principles of law whr.ll,, 
J?S & 5 Z‘ 3f f th i S - fT- in to Z co„ P ,r;Z S oftriso„e7s S 

it°S^ 

state have bee“ consaZdt; ZpZsoners 

ZZ ,^ sa S e to t |le coul ’ 1 )’ gaol, how much more objectionable rnusf it be to 

a?. sS'XTi«‘ ! - : - 

general penitentiaries. 

““ experience and consideration upon this department confirm us in 
the, news whrcb we ventured to put forward n^on the subject in our Lp„“ of 

anJ h nhi| en iS ent ' ary Sy n tem “ foa, ’ ded on the soundest principles of true wisdom 

i bZZ“ en,!y H° f r U,,d P ° liCy ' ““ byhsnrorallnltc” 

turpitude than auy system® of punta™ 1 

to tiffsZ "T full y.P. ers “ aded , that if adequate exertion is used tog ve effect 
of Ws Z' ', e t T Clple °J whlch is nm admitted in the criminal jurisprudence 
Wish i, wl y h * succeed , t0 an y extent to which the Government may esta- 
a fair trial'll IrehidZl" ”5 1 “ tR ?P m ’ t > sta t« d that this system had not received 

X„C a u1 ?y®“ & 

ilSSIgliSEl 

ducted 
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ducted on the best principles, and also that time alone is wanted to exhibit a 
satisfactory result in the returns of productive labour. It is howerer to be cm 
sidered, that the profits of the work of the prisoner is 

labour m an establishment of this class, as in the case of ordinary brfdewells or 

:l”r 1 lenSt \ 0f time for w,lich 1116 prisoners are confined 
opens star and more important objects to the governor of a general penitentiary 
wb ch should ever be considered of paramount value ; viz. til reformat^ offte' 
prisoner, and his instruction m a. profitable trade. J 4 

The period of seven years gives a fair opportunity for effecting such qbiects • and 
the Principle upon which such a course of punishment can alSne be valuabk „r 

5 ‘ he “ nPlled g ' V ™ by the S 0Temme "' of the country, ’that 

there is in the system a reasonable prospect, and adequate means of restoring tin- 
convict to society an industrious and reformed character. § 

_.P,t trad ? ,Dtro dnced into the Richmond penitentiary are and will be chosen 
with these views.— At present they consist of . 

Tailors >vorkl 

Shoemaking, In the male classes. 

Weaving J 

In which the prisoners are instructed by competent tradesmen. 

Needle work] 

Spinning l In the female class. 

Washing J 

lidfof iL F n“ “ ls , C0,,S1 ? er ( ed thi “ “* penitentiary has nofeontained mme than 
half of its full complement of prisoners, and that the system of interior regulation 
has undergone a complete change. regulation 

On the whole, we have .formed a sanguine expectation that the mincinle of 
domestic schools of reform for the criminal poor, will receive encouL^mf, f f 
the experience of the effects of the Richmond gener^ 
success of this institution may lead to the establishment of othere a 
which we have always considered as better calculated than any other to dKIh 
crime, and to improve the moral character of the nation; J) die UcUcaWI tv 
and economy of which we hope hereafter to prove. w practicability 



LUNATIC ASYLUMS. 

in.r“ss n es- Ur ' aStEeP ° rt ’ ‘"“‘“-Places of confinement may be divided 

1 — Private establishments, for the confinement of those who pa, an annual 

Dn m blin"c„^ ,C ? 7 C le% t0 found *"“ ait, Ld viciZ of 
Dublin, conducted on humane and judicious principles : * 

2.— Pubhc asytams, established on an enlarged and efficient plan, with a view 
to the cure of the malady ; the principal of which are, the Richmond 
lunahc asylum in Dublin, and the asylum at Cork, under the direc- 

establ^ ^ 
asyt“aiii 

has C °s3T nt ' ™ S officer, in Sobs/rSon u£„ Ts pE 

ct p^^teSd ‘ ' Vlth0U, «*-““*“■ “ "°P 8 of recovery 

of thi8syste ": "o has observed, that maniacs, during the 
P 204. * paroxysms, will endure .with much more forbearance the siliies 
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of their own class, than those of a less turbulent kind from patients of an opposite 
description ; and that patients thus classed, appear to overawe each other at certain 
periods of the disease, of which favourable advantage may be taken. With respect 
to the employment of the insane, Doctor Halaran observes, that the accomplishment 
of this object has been but partial, but that so far as the trial has been in Cork, the 
success has greatly exceeded his expectation ; he finds, that with the pauper insane, 
horticulture has proved to be the most welcome employment of any other, and that 
with the males particularly, it has been attended with admirable benefit, and that 
the incurable as well as the convalescent, are ever desirous to be engaged in that 
labour, which they perform with the utmost precision, and this, at such times, when 
no other occupation would be attended to. Temporary as well as permanent relief 
has (says Dr. H.) been the frequent result of this expedient. The females have 
been found seldom disposed to avail themselves of any useful employment, and then 
only in advanced stages of convalescence, when the ordinary business of needle-work 
is resorted to with its usual benefit ; the males, on the contrary, though often con- 
tending with emotions apparently uncontrollable, yield, notwithstanding to the force 
of good example, and b'ecbme surprisingly expert in the routine business of the 
garden. Doctor Halaran proposes to extend the system of employment, not by 
the introduction of other modes of labour, but by an increase of ground for horti- 
cultural purposes. 

3. — Asylums on a small scale and attached to charitable institutions, houses 
of industry, &c. 

It is to be hoped, that the system of large asylums at the joint expense of three 
or more counties, under the Act which empowers the Lord Lieutenant to advance 
the sums necessary for their erection, will supersede these most imperfect establish- 
ments, in which the cure of the malady cannot be attempted. Such joint asylums 
are in progress in Limerick, Armagh and Belfast, and we trust that the plan may 
be generally adopted. 

CONVICTS. 

The regulations which have taken place since our last Report, with respect to per- 
sons sentenced to transportation, have been most effectual to the good of the public 
service ; and the judicious measure which has been decided upon, of establishing 
a hulk at Kingstown, near Dublin, for the reception of -that class of prisoners from 
the northern gaols, will complete a very satisfactory system. 

The two principal inconveniences on which we observed in our former Report were : 

1. — The delay of convicts in the county gaols, owing to the want of a well- 

regulated system of transmission : 

2. — The injury sustained by the gaol of the county of Dublin, from the 

practice of using it as a convict depot. 

By the measures which have been recently adopted, both these inconveniences are 
much lessened, and by the completion of the plan, and the establishment of the 
hulk at Kingstown, will be completely remedied. 

HULK SURPRIZE. 

The hulk which has been established for the last year, at Cove, has within the 
year received nearly 900 convicts for transportation to Botany Bay. 

This prison has been arranged in a very complete manner, in the Surprize frigate, 
and affords good accommodation for 350 convicts. The state of the hulk with re- 
spect to accommodation, dietary, cleanliness, and interior regulation, we found to 
be very satisfactory. 

The ship has been extremely healthy. The officers all seem to perform their 
duty well ; but we should recommend very strongly that a schoolmaster should be 
appointed, and a latitude given to Mr. Hollingsworth, the local inspector, to provide 
books. This officer would be much inclined to forward the instruction of the con- 
victs, and under the superintendence of the chaplains, much good effect might be 
expected. One of the reasons which has been assigned for want of instruction on 
board the hulk, is the shortness of the stay of the convicts; but it is to be considered, 
that almost all these prisoners have come from a county gaol in which a school was 

established, 
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established, many of them from scenes of real improvement, and that they are 
therefore prepared at once to be placed in the class of readers, and that a tempo- 
rary suspension of all endeavours to instruct, might much counteract any improve- 
ment which may have been acquired. 

Some of the prisoners are employed in carpenter’s work, making and repairing 
prison dresses, and occasionally picking oakum. 

OFFICERS OF GAOLS. 

THE duties of this office we find to be much better understood than at the period 
of our last Report ; and although we had reason to speak in strong terms of appro- 
bation of the zeal and efficiency of many of these, the principal officers in the 
county gaols, we can now report a considerable general improvement in the system 
under their control, both in the regulations established by them, and in the obedi- 
ence paid to their authority. The grand juries are disposed to appoint officers the 
best qualified for this situation ; and some inspectors have been added to the list 
within the last year, whose services promise to be of value to the department. 

We are convinced of the necessity of impressing upon the public mind just view's 
of the value and importance of this station, heretofore so universally and fatally 
undervalued and misunderstood ; and of the responsibility which attaches to those, 
in whose hands the appointment is placed ; and we are induced to repeat our quota- 
tion from the fourth report of the British Association for the improvement of prison 
discipline, which cannot be too much read by all persons concerned. 

“ The qualifications essential to the governor of a prison, bear no similitude to 
“ those ordinarily requisite for the officer of police ; the latter may possess great 
“ personal resolution, and be well acquainted with the retreat of criminality, but he 
“ may still be deficient in regularity of conduct, and those qualities of mind, with- 
“ out which he cannot appreciate or promote moral reformation ; he may be com- 
“ petent to detect crime, and accustomed to discharge his duty with credit to him- 
“ self and advantage to the public, and yet be disqualified by education and habits 
“ to undertake the vet more arduous office of governing a prison. The situation of 
“ keeper of a gaol is daily acquiring in public estimation increased importance and 
“ respectability ; and why should it be otherwise ? His station is honourable, the 
“ nature of his charge arduous and responsible. To him is delegated a peculiar 
“ trust, and the upright performance of his duties entitle him to the esteem and 
“ gratitude of the community. The security of his charge, although the first, is not 
“ the only object of his care ; he is a moral functionary, in whose exertions are 
“ involved the interests of society, and the welfare of the most wretched of man- 
“ kind. In his general conduct, in the exercise of his power, the encouragement 
“ of the orderly, the control of the refractory ; in these as well as in the discharge 
“ of other duties, his arrangements should bfe methodical, his temper uniform, and 
“ his justice apparent. From the duties of the chaplain, the office of the governor 
“ is perfectly distinct ; yet, if he be not required to administer the ordinances of 
“ religion, it is essential" that he should appreciate their value, enforce their observ- 
“ ance by his authority, and recommend them by his example. He must bring to 
“ the performance of his duty, not only decision of character and soundness of 
“ judgment, but a mind animated by the benevolence, and a heart imbued with the 
“ spirit of Christian principles.” 

On comparing this outline of the qualifications of a gaoler with those possessed 
by the individuals now holding this office throughout Ireland, we have some satis- 
faction in stating, that how ever this class of officers may fall short of a just standard, 
a very considerable advance has been observed by us within the last year, both in 
the improved habits and attention of the old officers, and in replacing inefficient 
gaolers by those more competent to their duty. We have no doubt that improve- 
ment will go on in this branch of the department, and that the progress of the next 
year will be still more encouraging. It is at the same time our duty to endeavour 
to impress as strongly as possible upon the authorities to whom the appointment of 
aaolers is committed, an opinion, which is firmly established in our minds, and to 
which we attach the most vital importance, viz. that governors of county gaols 
should be selected from a much higher class in society than that to which they in 
general belong ; and we can safely assert, that to such persons the present salaries 
and allowances of the office would offer an ample emolument. 

204. D The 
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EMPLOYMENT. 

lnttTr H i! S , sub j e “ ,s “““S ? 1 ei , with much difficult y. from the causes stated under the 
crand inril’ .nil* dlffi ( 5 ultles onl y cal1 for proportionate exertions on the part of 
a rand juries and prison officers to counteract and overcome them. 

an J?heM 1 ^ f “ C,0 ^ eS in the P e . nitentiaries >0 Dublin have proceeded with success : 
ceding /ear g ‘ S “ COInparatl,e v,ew of their P rod uce within the last and pre- 

„ . Year ending 1823. Year ending 1824. 

Snuthfield Penitentiary - -£460. 0 71 -£400 ,6 , 

Richmond Bridewell - . ,,230! ,° _ 8 ' 

Ditto General Penitentiary - - '381. 6. . 500 „ 0 

Some efforts have been also made in the gaol of the county of Dublin, and in 
other prisons, to introduce the manufacture of cottons, calicoes, cloth, and blanket- 
ing. The system has not however as yet been followed up with the steady perse- 
veiance which an incipient attempt requires, and which alone would hold out any 
ultimate hope of that successful result, which appears in the Report of productive 

he 0 attentinn ny f 0 .h th i e E ”g 1,s !; S?° ls ' To th >s subject we would earnestly direct 
the attention of the local authorities; confident that nothing but that perseverance 
will ever attain an object which should be our leading aim in the improvement of 

whir S h rh’ Tu? We ™ 1 S h f almost sa L °o Ihe ultimate success or failure of 
which the establishment of an improved prison system in Ireland wholly depends. 

At present the principal works in which our prisoners are employed, are the 
cleaning and whitewashing of the gaol, beating hemp and flax, picking oakum, 
breaking stones, & c. ; and in the sea-port towns, net-making. It is very material 
that evrai such employment should be introduced, and the general state of the gaol- 
yards affords an opportunity for the present employment of the prisoners in breaking 
stones, and completing them with those hard and dry floors which are absolutely 
ncessary for the air and exercise of the different classes : but while labour is confined 
to such a species of employment, it cannot be said that even any attempt has been 
made to give effect to the intention of the Legislature, or to meet those views which 
gave rise to the several enactments by which the general employment of poor 
prisoners is both regulated and required. ^ 



TREAD-WHEEL. 

Seveiial tread-wheels are in progress in the different counties ; some few have 
been erected since our last Report, and are applied to the scutching flax, raising 
water &c. and we anticipate much good effects from their introduction Consider 
able difficulty presents itself in Ireland, with respect to the application of the 
power owing to the circumstances of the country, with respect to productive labour 
pointed out under the last head; this difficulty does not however discourage us 
from recommending, without hesitation, the erection of tread-wheels, even in gaols 
in which they can be used simply as a means of employing the prisoner, distinct 
from any consideration of ulterior utility. We did not hazard the testimony given 
m favour of this species of prison discipline in our last Report, without hiving 
maturely considered the arguments for and against its introduction, contained in 
the publications which had then appeared upon the subject, or without having 
consulted the highest medical authorities within our reach. Since, however, between 
the date ot that Report and the present period, this subject has much engaged the 
public attention, and sentiments in opposition to this measure have been strongly 
urged, we are induced to offer some further remarks. 6 J 

The principal questions to be decided upon this important subject are 

ist.- Whether the labour of the tread-wheel is to be considered in the 
abstract as injurious and objectionable. 

2d. To what description of prisoners it is expedient that it should be 
extended. 

In forming our opinion upon the first question, we had much satisfaction in 
having the assistance of the Fifth Report of the “ British Society for the Improve- 
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ment of Prison Discipline,” just published, and in having read their valuable 
observations on the objections made to the use of the tread- wheels. The Com- 
mittee refer in the first instance to a publication which has lately emanated from a 
most respectable authority, intituled, “ Correspondence on Prison Labour,” the 
object of which publication, say they, “ is to show that the ordinary discipline of 
the tread-wheel is an unsafe, unhealthy, and degrading punishment. The Com- 
mittee (they add) were the first to recognize the excellence and advocate the 
“ introduction of this description of prison labour, and after mature consideration, 
they can discover nothing in the proper use and moderate application of this 
t punishment, that is irreconcilable with the feelings of humanity, and those prin- 
ciples of prison discipline, which it is the object of the society to recommend.” 
The committee proceed to say, that from the documents laid before Parliament, the 
healthfulness of the tread-wheel exercise is satisfactorily proved ; that the opinions 
of medical officers concur to show that the general health of the prisoners has in 
no degree suffered injury by the exercise ; that on the contrary the labour has in 
this respect been productive of considerable benefit ; “ recent inquiries, say they, 
“ which the Committee have instituted, confirm these testimonies ; and against 
^ evidence so conclusive, a judgment formed principally from abstract reasoning, 
“ and unsupported by that peculiar experience which the daily observations of °a 
prison surgeon affords, can have but little weight.” With this report our own 
inquiries have agreed ; and we are confirmed in our persuasion of the safety and 
healthful effect of the tread-wheel exercise, by the opinion of several medical persons, 
both in general practice and connected with the gaols. 

We fully agree in the opinion, that the quantum of labour should be reduced to 
a certainty, to prevent the immoderate use of the exercise of the wheel, and that 
for this purpose “ Regulators” and “ Dial registers” are most desirable appendages 
to every tread-wheel. 

W ith respect to the second point : To what description of persons the use of the 
tread-wheel should be extended ? the prisoners in a gaol may be divided into four 
classes ; 

1. — Males sentenced to hard labour. 

2. — Males sentenced to imprisonment. 

3. — Untried males. 

4. — Females. 

There can be no question that the first class of these persons are the leaitimate 
subjects for the tread -wheel. 

The second and third class appear to us to stand precisely on the same footing • 
m neither instance can the tread-wheel or any other mode of employment be 
enforced upon them on the principle of a punishment, and therefore no degree of 
labour which could be stamped with the character of a punishment is applicable to 
them. The sentence of the second class being defined, viz. imprisonment, and that 
only, and the third class being by the lenient maxim of the law of England consi- 
dered innocent until proved by trial to be guilty ; the subject connected with these 
two classes seems then to us to narrow itself into the question, whether the 37th and 
40th sections 3 Geo. IV. c. 64, bear upon this case; by the former section the 
keeper of any prison in Ireland has not only full power, but he is required to keep 
every poor prisoner (that is every person supported by the public,) “ to labour 
the nature of the labour to be decided upon by the grand jury or magistrates of 
each county ; by the latter section the right of the prisoner is established to receive 
one third of the profits of his work, the other two thirds the act directs to be applied 
in and towards the payment of the several necessaries supplied to the poor prisoners 
in each prison. Thus then it appears that in the case of all poor prisoners, the 
keeper is not only authorized but required to keep them to “ labour.” Labour 
certainly not of so severe a character as to be considered a punishment, but labour 
ot a moderate kind, designed to keep the poor prisoner from a state of idleness, and 
to cre ate a productive fund from the work performed ; the primary object of the 
fund being to repay in part to the county the expense of the maintenance of the 
prisoners, and the secondary object being to afford to them the encouragement of 
receiving one third of their earnings. 

On these principles we are induced to consider that moderate labour of any 
kind may fairly be applied to those classes, if the labour either directly or through 
the medium of machinery, can be made available to the object of a profitable return, 

arising 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 







-ON THE GAOLS, &c. OF IRELAND. 1,7 

arising either from the profits on manufactures, or from valuable work performed for 
the use of the gaol ; in either of which cases the claim of the prisoner under the 
40th section can be ascertained and satisfied. If this be a just view, the point to be 
determined is, whether the labour of the tread-wheel is in its nature so severe •as 
to be considered a punishment inflicted before trial, or added to a defined sentence : 
if it is, we feel that it should not be extended to either of these two classes. 

With respect to the class of females, we are strongly inclined to feel that objec- 
tions may be made to the practice of generally employing them at the tread-wheel, 
particularly in this country, in which the management of the female prisoners, 
on principles of the mildest and most gentle treatment, is found to produce very 
satisfactory results. We, however, cannot but think the tread- wheel a justifiable 
and useful appendage to a Female House of Correction ; and we have already had 
a proof of its salutary effect in diminishing the number of idle female vagrants, 
in a county in which it has been tried. Such an application of the tread-wheel 
should however be managed with caution, under the directions of the matron of the 
gaol. 



DEBTORS PRISONS. 

THE Marshalseas of Dublin which come under particular regulations are, 

The Four Courts Marshalsea, 

The City Marshalsea 
The Sheriffs Prison. 

In these marshalseas the rents are established under the orders of the 
court of Kings Bench. The present state, and our suggestions for the improve- 
ment of these prisons, will be found in our Report upon them contained in the 
Appendix. 

The marshalseas in the counties or debtors side of county gaols are much 
improved since our last Report, and the abuses which were pointed out therein 
corrected. 

We reported that we had established the following rules : 

1st.— That no rent shall be chargeable in a county goal. 

2d. — I hat when a prisoner receives the county allowances, he is to be 
placed in the class of “the pauper debtors,” who are to be lodged 
in a separate part of the marshalsea, and to be amenable to all the 
rules and regulations applicable to other pauper prisoners. 

And we are now enabled to state, that the first rule is carried into effect, and 
that in a great proportion of prisons the debtors are classed and regulated accord- 
ihg to the second. 

The miserable state of the manor marshalseas in Dublin, and throughout the 
kingdom, is still to be complained of ; but we hope that before our next tour, a 
change of an important kind will be effected, either by the establishment of small 
prisons, or by parliamentary interference. 



DtJBLIN PRISONS. 

The principle of classification in the gaols of this city, which was established by 
the proclamations of the 30th October and 10th December 1822, has placed the 
accommodation on the best footing of which it is capable. 

The effect, however, of this arrangement has been to confirm us in the opinion 
that the prisons of Dublin are wholly insufficient and incapable, even by such addi- 
tions as are practicable, of being rendered adequate to the wants of the city. 

The state of Newgate and the Richmond bridewell, as appeared oh our last 
inspection, was as follows : 

2 94* E Newgate. 
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Size of Yard. 






Feet by Feet. 


Cells and Rooms. 


1 


- 20 by 18 - 


5 Rooms - 


2 


- 55 


33 - 


24 Cells, 1 dark Kitchen - 


3 


• 55 - 28 - 


12 Cells, Kitchen and Guard- 
room .... 


4 


- 8 - 6 - 


Female Hospital - 


5 


- 56 


17 - 


16 Cells, 3 Kitchens 


6 


- 55 


37 - 


6 Rooms and 10 Cells 



52 Male Prisoners. 

107 Ditto. 

14 Convicts (sometimes 40.) 
7 Females. 

46 Females. 

22 Male Prisoners. 



The nurnba-, then standing at 248 prisoners, generally exceeds 300, and such 
is he crowded and consequently disorderly state of this prison, that necessity has 
obliged us to submit to the principle laid down by the grand jury, that it is vain 
to supply the prisoners with clothing, which would be destroyed as soon as received 

feXgsTf lfuma e ni™ “ d mi “ raWe State ° f tbe “ ale class is re ™»ing *e 
RICHMOND BRIDEWELL. 

classes^ P roclaBlations before mentioned this prison now receives the following 

1 1 females sentenced to more than six months imprisonment 
3 .— Males - - ditto - - - ditto. 

And we are sorry to say that the inefficient relief afforded to Newgate bv this 
arrangement so overcrowds this bridewell as to destroy those means of cfSattn 
and sol, ffiry confinement at night, which are essential to the purposes of refo m 

“id^risTft^: ' mte " ded - The " Ulnber ° f ^ “ '»e I UZ 

47 cel's for males - . . , 77 now confined. 

33 ditto - 135 ditto. 



being nearly the average of 4 prisoners to each cell. 

plals. remedy th ‘ S St! “ e ° f thi " gS ‘ here a PP earstote but a choice between two 
The first.— To erect an additional building in the garden of the j 

bridewell for the reception of %o prisoners and o'e^endffi 
number of cases to be confined in the bridewell to the whok of 
the tried male prisoners of the city ; confining Newgate to the 
untried (the females to remain as at present.) 

On this plan we have consulted the architect of the city and 

h t aV vn S o en / hlS ^.“ l " ld ,P la " of 8I,ch a P rison “limited roughly 
at 20,000/. This plan if executed would leave tbe prison 
accommodation as follows : piison 

f , Accommod ation. Average number. 

? 8 , for ’38 prisoners - - - 300 

Richmond bridewell 80 - .... __ 

Additional - " 

------ 300 



beT^cImipl^e^crime^ti^incr^iiigl^ a^^shotdd^^a^uture^ 6 ac *i 0 f” m e^ a l* on 
necessary to build a new Newgate, I. 20,000 would be near" thro“l^y S 

The 
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The second plan — Which after the fullest consideration we conceive to be the 
only effectual one, is the erection of a Newgate on a new 
site, and to contain 500 prisoners. 

This plan would give ample accommodation for each 
class of prisoners, would enable the governor of Newgate to 
introduce an improved system of discipline and order in 
this gaol, and enable the city to avail themselves of the 
Richmond bridewell for the important purposes for which 
it was erected. It would also enable them to convert the 
old goal of Newgate into a city marshalsea, and thus provide 
for the convenience of every class of persons confined, 
leaving ^xo .present want or prospect of future expense. 

We view as a very serious national evil the present state of Newgate, not only 
considered as the gaol of the metropolis, from which persons connected with 
provincial prisons should be enabled to take instructions and example ; but as 
conspicuously placed in the front of the department, to draw the attention of all 
visitors to this country, who without further inquiry may from their visit to New- 
gate fortp a very erroneous opinion of the general prison system of Ireland. 

We therefore trust that the serious attention of the Grand Jury and of the 
‘Government may speedily be directed to the subject. 






SMITH FI ELD PENITENTIARY. 

This prison now contains, and is efficient for the following classes, with the 
exception of female transports * which should (if the prison affords sufficient room) 
‘be confined elsewhere. 

1 — Boys untried under 14 years old. 

2 — Boys tried. 

*3 — Female transports. 

4 — - - convicts sentenced to less than six months imprisonment. 



CITY MARSHALSEA. 

This prison is wholly deficient in accommodation; and in the event of any 
arrangement being made to establish an efficient prison system in the metropolis, 
should be condemned altogether, unless it could give additional accommodation to 
the sheriffs prison. 
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appendix. 



FORM OF REPORT TO GRAND JURIES. 



Enactments c f 50 Geo. III. c. 103, and 3 Geo. IV. c. 64. 



Act 50 Geo. III. c. 10s. 

Sect. 

, 2.— In every county gaol there shall be two separate parts; one for males, and one for 
lemale prisoners, completely divided, so as to prevent any intercourse And for each class 
i yard, 1 bath, t privy, t good water pump, 1 common hall or kitchen. 

the apartments to be dry and airy, and, if possible, so numerous as to afford a separate 
cell for each prisoner to sleep in. v 

One or raoie rooms or cells (according to the size of the prison) for the solitary confine- 
mentor the insane and outrageous. J 

One chapel for religious purposes. 

One or more infirmaries with suitable accommodations. 

One or more work rooms for trades and industry. 

printeTropies of Uhs Act. 3 "^ ^ ‘° Pr ° ,id ' " ith ™ 

42.— Regulates the appointment and qualification of inspector, with consent and apnro- 
the prison™ 6 ° r JUdSe ’ each assizes or P resent ‘“g term, to live within one mile of 

44.— Clerk of the crown to furnish to the local inspector of each county gaol a complete 
schedule of prisoners, tried at each assizes, and at each quarter sessions, containing crimes 
sentence, executed or remitted. 6 ' 

45 -— Local inspector to transmit said schedule, and a report of the state of the eaol 
annually, to the inspector-general, under a penalty of 10Z. s ' 

47 ' The grand jury to appoint three chaplains, for county gaols, &c. to be approved of 
by the court or judge of assize: t of established church; t roman-catholic, and t dis- 
senting minister, it required, by the court. 

48 —Every such chaplain shall read prayers to his flock every Sunday moraine Every 
chaplain In visit each person to which he is appointed twice at least in every weekfexclusive 
ot Sunday , at each visit to go into every cell to exhort those who are willing to hear Each 
chaplain to attend every malefactor within his charge previous to and at thelime of his exe- 
cution. The chaplains, in turn, to inspect the bread and other provisions of all the prisoners 
and to take care that they are ot good quality and of sufficient weight. P ' 

49 — Regulates the salaries of all tlie chaplains, which are to be equal in amount. 

50. — Regulates the qualifications and appointment of physician and surgeon for the 

county gaols, bridewells, !tc. to be approved of by the court of assize. b 

51. — To visit every prison at least twice in every week, or oftener if necessary. 

34.— To make a weekly return of sick to the local inspector, with name and disease. 

Wo 55 ,'^k ReSulateS a lll f a PP° lnt ment of an apothecary for the county gaols and bridewells, 

Sitfra the PPI ° Ved ° St the °°" rr ’ , A .P° thecar J to a‘<™d the physician or surgeon in their 
visits to the puson, and to execute their orders. ° 

^.—Regulates the SU PP | y of medicines by the apothecary and the vouchers 
required on oftth. The taxation ot druggists bills, if required by the grand jury, and the 
supply of other articles for the sick, and compensation to the apothecary. 

x.J 9 '7? he ° ffic ? S ° f surgeon and apothecary may be united in one person, and such person 
cannot be inspector or physician. ‘ 

63.— Regulates the providing provisions and issue thereof, to poor prisoners, under the 
inspection of the chaplains m rotation, and of the inspector. Presentments to be made in 
advance lor such provisions, or treasurer may pay the amount. 

64. — Regulates 
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64. — Regulates supply of straw and other necessary petty expenses.— Gaoler to furnish 
a calendar to the grand jury, to regulate the payment thereof, to be presented in advance. 

65. — Regulates the supply of fuel, prison dresses, bedsteads, blankets, &c. &c. to those 
who are in need thereof, by the local inspector. 

66 . — Contractors to account on oath. 



Vf 

Form 
of Report. 



67. Penalty on any grand juror or officer being concerned in contracts. 

69. — Seventeen rules established prison discipline. 

71. — Inspectors to report on oath as to prison rules — how obeyed. 

Act 3 Geo. IV. c. 64. 

Sect. 

2. — Regulates the proceedings of the committee of grand juries appointed to superintend 
the government and management of the gaol, and grants certain powers. 

4.— Poor prisoners supplied with food and necessaries at the public expense, not to be 
supplied in any other way. 

5— Debtors confined for less than 1 o /. to receive, by order of the court, 4 s. per week from 
detaining creditor, and to be discharged on failure of payment. 

7.— Inspectors-general to make out three dietary tables, according to Schedule (A.), one 
of which is to be selected by the grand jury of each county, and adopted for the gaol, and 
posted in some conspicuous part of the prison. 

9. — Contracts for diet to be made with clerk of the peace. 

10. — Gaol account book, Schedule (A.), to be kept, and the account of provisions daily 
entered therein. Pass books to be also provided for the different contractors. 

u*— Prison dresses, bedding and necessaries, to be provided and completed, according to 
the establishment of each prison, and deficiencies supplied at each annual inspection of the 
inspector-general. See Schedules (B. & C.) 

12. — Specifies articles of dress and bedding. 

19. — Establishes a form of annual return, Schedule (E.) to be made by the gaoler to the 
inspector-general. — N. B. The constant attention of local inspectors will be required to this 
return, which comprises matter of the greatest importance to the establishment of a good 
prison system, and the character of the gaol will depend upon the manner in which the 
gaoler is at all times prepared to fill it. 

22 — Empowers inspector-general to visit and examine, on oath, into the state of any gaol. 

^6,—. A book to be kept in every prison, in which the observations of the grand jury and 
local inspector, and the visits of all other officers, are to be entered; specifying -e very visit 
and the duty performed. ’ 

2 7 • — Regulates the appointment of physicians, surgeons and apothecaries. 

28.— Regulates the supply of medicines from Apothecaries Hall, if it shall seem 
expedient. 

22. — Regulates the appointment of matron. 

3 2 - — Empowers the local inspector to give notiqe to the keeper of any district bridewell 
within the county, in the event of the crowded state of the county gaol ; and to require him 
to detain any prisoners who may be in his custody, until it may be necessary to transmit 
them in sufficient time for trial at the assizes. 

37 - — Regulates the labour of poor prisoners and their instruction in their work. 

38. — Regulates the supply of books, tools and teachers. 

39 ' — Imposing penalties on bringing into or selling within the gaol, any spirituous or 
fermented liquors. 

40. — Regulates the application of the earnings of poor prisoners. 

41— Empowers court of King’s Bench to alter or add to prison rules, and to dismiss 
keepers and all other officers offending against the same, or guilty of any misconduct. 

51. --Establishes the appointment by the grand jury of a mixed board of superintendence. 
—Notices to be posted in all gaols and debtors prisons, that all fees are abolished according 
to the form prescribed, including the fees of debtors. 

GENERAL OBSERVATIONS. 



294. F 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




APPENDIX TO REPORT OF INSPECTORS GENERAL 



22 



DUBLIN DISTRICT. 



Kilmainham Gaol. 

Dublin ^HE improvement of this gaol has been an object of much interest to us, as we hoped 
District. j n it to have brought into operation such principles of prison discipline as would have 

afforded to the governors of other gaols, on their occasional visits to Dublin, a model for 
imitation in their respective counties. With this view, we have frequently attended the 
meetings of the board of superintendence, who have warmly entered into our views; yet we 
regret to state that no corresponding measures have been adopted. We are satisfied that 
no deficiency of zeal is to be found in the grand jury of this county ; on the contrary, they 
have clearly manifested every disposition to support and forward the measures which we 
have recommended. We attribute the former abandonment of the system of manufacture, 
and the difficulty of renewing any system of productive labour, to a manifest want of 
co-operation among the officers, of which we have made repeated complaints both in our 
written reports and in our personal communications with the committee. This want of 
co-operation is particularly observable ou the part of the governor, who has avowedly held 
and supported the opinion, that manufacture cannot be carried on with any good effect. So 
long as that opinion continues to influence the conduct of the individual holding that 
office, we are of opinion that no beneficial results will arise from the trial, and that any 
measure adopted for the improvement of the gaol must fail. 

Kilmainham gaol can now only be reported on by us as a clean, and in many respects 
well-ordered prison, so far as the classification extends; but it cannot be considered as a 
house of correction (which all gaols should be), or as a prison that holds out any hope of 
the reformation of its inmates, through the medium of employment or moral government. 

The great evil which existed in this prison, from its having been used as the depot for 
all northern convicts prior to their embarkation, is about to cease, as Government have 
determined on the immediate establishment of a hulk to be stationed at Kingstown for that 
purpose, which will increase the classification of the gaol, and we trust open the way for the 
introduction of an improved system. The local inspector, the Reverend Mr. Nixon, has 
already given substantial proof that such a system would receive from him zealous and 
active support, and we trust that his exertions may no longer be counteracted by differences 
of opinion, but that one spirit may hereafter actuate all the officers in their endeavours to 
forward the now universally admitted principles which should govern a gaol. 

We have reported to the grand jury on the state of the prison, and suggested 
such alterations and regulations as we considered requisite ; and there being scarcely any 
bedsteads in the cells, we directed the local inspector to complete the deficiencies under 
the regulations of the Act of Parliament. 

A matron has been appointed to instruct the county female class, and this department is 
efficiently conducted ; the good effects are very discernible which have followed from the 
attendance of a committee of ladies, who visit this and other prisons of the metropolis ; and 
we are auxious to bear our testimony to the happy effects which here and elsewhere attend 
the labours of such benevolent associations. 

The accommodation which Kilmainham gaol affords for prisoners is, 64 cells, 10 debtors 
rooms, and 7 yards. The dietary is 2 pounds of bread and 1 quart of milk for each prisoner. 

A tread-mill has been ordered. , 



Officers and Salaries : 



Local Inspector 


£. 200 - 


_ 


Surgeon - 


- 100 - 


- 


Chaplains - 


60 - 


each. 


Gaoler - - - 




_ 


Deputv ditto - 


- 100 - 


_ 


Turnkeys ... 


- 52 - 


— each. 


Clerk ... 


- - 80 - 


_ 


Matron - 




_ 


Schoolmaster - 


- 30 - 


- 



Newgate. 

W E can discover no prospect, under any circumstances, of Newgate becoming a suitable 
prison for the average number of criminals which must remain there after filling the 
remaining gaols of this city ; it is therefore incumbent on us to report that the present 
accommodation in Newgate, which cannot be increased, totally precludes the possibility of 
classification, inspection, employment, or any other means of moral government. The only 
remedy we can submit is the erection of a new city gaol ; we have reported, that adding to 
the Richmond Bridewell as many more cells and work-rooms as it now contains, and appro- 
priating Newgate solely for untried prisoners, would be a most inadequate measure, 

although 
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although it is the only remaining alternative. The latter arrangement would save the 
expense of a court-house, and would accommodate all the prisoners (at the sacrifice, 
however, of all improved principles), and it would also create a saving in the establishment 
of officers ; there is however but one opinion in the city of Dublin on the subject, viz. that 
a new gaol is absolutely necessary ; but the pressure of taxation has heretofore created an 
unwillingness on the part of the grand jury to present the necessary sum, even if the Govern- 
ment should consent to advance the amount, under the 50 Geo. 3. c. 103. 

All the minor regulations of interior economy which Newgate is capable of have been 
enforced. His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant’s proclamation in council under the Prison 
Act has reduced the number of prisoners by increasing those at Richmond Bridewell and 
Smithfield. A matron has been appointed, and her efficiency is obvious in that department* 
A male school has been established which is doing well ; but the crowded state of some 
classes has rendered it useless to them. The dietary has been changed to bread and milk, 
which precludes the filth arising from cooking, and has enabled the keeper to enforce the 
law, which directs that food shall not be admitted from the friends of poor prisoners; yet 
notwithstanding these arrangements, it will be obvious that order and discipline cannot 
prevail, when we state that in one class of the gaol, containing only 24 cells and a small 
kitchen, there are now confined 109 male criminals, amongst whom are 24 boys ; sugges- 
tions for effectual improvement under such circumstances would be utterly useless. 

The hulk directed by Government to be stationed at Kingstown, will relieve this prison 
from a riotous and disorderly class, exclusive of the advantage as a check to crime, which 
will arise from the immediate removal of convicts from intercourse with their relatives and 
companions. 

Rents of rooms have ceased in this prison, by the order of the court of King’s Bench. 

We cannot conclude this Report without remarking, that the order and improvement 
apparent in the female department of this prison is most gratifying, and certainly to be attri- 
buted to the benevolent and persevering exertions of the ladies committee, who have 
provided work for the females. 

Officers and Salaries : 

Local Inspector - - - f. 410 - - for city gaols. 

Chaplains - - - - - too — — each, ditto. 

Physician 400 - - - - ditto. 

Surgeon 229 - - - - ditto. 

Gaoler ------ 4 QO _ _ 

Deputy, ditto - - - - - 200 - - 

Turnkeys 5 2 - - each. 

Matron - - - - - 60 — - 

Clerk - - - - - 78 - — 

Schoolmaster - - - - - 20 — - 

Smithfield Penitentiary. 

WE have again the satisfaction of reporting this penitentiary as a valuable institution, 
calculated much to stop the progress of vice and to restore the juvenile offender as a useful 
member to society. The peace of the city and the cause of morality and good order depend 
perhaps more than on any other circumstance on the extent to. which provision is made for 
the education of youth; and no part of such a system can be more essential than the afford- 
ing a separate place of confinement, and under good regulations, for those boys who have 
been convicted of crime, and who would otherwise be contaminated by intermixture in the 
common gaol with offenders of the most abandoned character. 

The employment and school of the boys are carried on with steadiness and good effect, 
and the productive returns of the former are very satisfactory; much attention is paid to 
their good conduct ; they are all well clothed and fed ; the accounts are regularly kept, and 
the expenses managed with much economy; and we are particularly gratified with the con- 
tented and proper deportment of the boys. 

Having thus borne our testimony in favour of this establishment in every essential point, 
we feel it necessary to state, that we are not as much satisfied as we expected to be with the 
attention paid either to the cleanliness or order of the rooms and bedding, or to the clothing 
of the prisoners, which we consider particularly important in an establishment for boys. ° 

The workshops and rooms should be constantly swept, the cots and bedding uniformly 
folded, which are now much injured by the hooks being forced through the canvas for want 
of a proper system in hanging them. The dress and appearance of the boys should be 
strictly uniform, both in make and the precise manner of putting them on. Everything in 
the establishment should have the appearance of strict regulation, even in the minute points 
of tying the necks of the shirts and cutting the hair of the boys, and teaching them to 
observe order in parading, when called to the yards for inspection, or to their meals. A 
military precision in these things is now introduced in all the best regulated systems of 
public education, and carried on in the schools. The present system of turnkeys might be 
improved by altering the mode of allotting one to each building, and by confining each to 
a certain class of the boys, whom he should parade in the yard every morning, to be 
inspected by the governor before they are placed at work, and for whom he should be 
responsible during the whole day. 

® 94 . * The 
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ta°Tabo“s. lad ' e, ’ '* Pr ° dUC '" S th “ e ha PPy eff « ! "Web always alteSd 
op^on^ha^wH^respecMoTb^i^persona^cle^ine^anlfre^ukrity of claLifi^tiorTaftlie^r 

ihe'TdTc'Ta^w^tth’ffb 11 raiSinS ^.“Weg up windows which overlooked 
old 01 b “ ,ld,,,S S ° li,ary “ ,ls “ nd ,ati "S down the 

Richmond Bridewell: 

®"' fir . st vi ™ of ‘W» prison we had formed a most favourable opinion of the interior 
17 ' T 7 „, " e r“'°Z “ aU « ? arts i “" d wo «• not only confirmed in that opiS by 

’2 f “ mspection but gratified with the further improvement which has taken dace 

prison and^he d at°least*distm!t S prospec^ dinflnution of nutnbers^rendeM^necessmy^that 
Tar", "r d b *a ad0 G e d for g a ' nin g accommodation by the increase of the numbeJ 
such-dcrel hat t C ° n,,d “ able means arc afforded within the present building, and who" 
such increase shall take place, a more minute classification may be attempted, 

wnnl'ofTT" la a b °" s U ' 1<,e I “ disadvantage of the most discouraging kind in the 
want ol such accommodation as admits of separate sleeping cells, an obifet which we con 
side, indispensable to the success of the bridewell and penifentiary system 

The prison now contains 160 males - - 3 o labouring,-, 

U2 weaving, I ,, 
io tailors, f 47 cells, 7 feet by 8. 

8 sick. J 



122 females 



160 

- 23 weaving and winding, 

91 spinning and plain work, 
8 sick. 



.idmaWet,h,r™fhe°ciT; tb ttl’v'f “ “"^1 Poncing a con- 

productive result will become more favourable h J ,mprOVes by experience the 

system of regularity in carrying into effect the course of educationTwch 5f it Jann K° 
should have *' Th ? ISJtgi prison TsT^ 

The cleanly state of the prison and hospitals is highly creditahle ■ w. k... 1, 
point out to the grand jury the state of the yards, whll, should be flagged or well 

‘t 'S ^ “” d “»* we,, eluted by 



Four Courts Marshalsea. 

B th cl ” e5tabi,!bed f ° r ,he 

fmm the sever,! county gaols on the return of the writ/or 

# it 
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It is regulated under the control of a local inspector and marshal, with inferior officers, Dublin 
and under rules and regnlat.ons established by the court of King's Bench, in pursuance of District, 
the 50 Geo. 3, c. 103, s. 73, 8cc. by which the fees are regulated. ‘ . 

A considerable emolument to the marshal arises from rent and fees established by the 
‘ rates of S* apartments, let to either one or more prisoners, is painted upol the 
2°”°' tbe T'"' 5 P" SOn ° 0sed at m S ht ' and Pt» obhged to retire to their 

apartments, stt angers being excluded from the marshalsea. The tap is placed under strict 
rules, and all spirituous liquors forbidden. r r 

This prison consists of three classes of persons ; viz. 

1. Persons paying rent for rooms. 

2. Common hall prisoners, paying 1 d. per night. 

3. Pauper prisoners. 

, tbre . e , C ^!rff S haTC here,ofore been indiscriminately mixed in the prison, except will, 
ah P No ,he , a P ar “«“i» I- which they are entitled ; the yard. being common to 
all. No regular dietary could be established, and the allowance of bread to paupers was 
confined to twenty individuals. puupets was 

the A Lrdn“r, bi ; h r S i ate !l !" 0,, [ la “ ® ep °;' ‘° ha,e been 5ubmitted » his Excellency 
smte md L L1«o f ,b f ° r h b thorou ,S h I'P 11 " °* the rooms, which are in a very dilapidated 
state, and a so for the purchase and inclosure of an additional yard, is now ill progress, and 
esti^aleT 1 6 ’“‘I'. 0 !, .tv W ° rt ex “ u , t ' d I and when the arrangements connected with tliis 
estimate are completed, the prison wtll be dtvtded into three parts, separated from eacl, other 

fec,ivrtr SSeSSU ’ S “f pa , rate jard r n A cc d a,tl,on S b > ha marshalsea will still remain a de- 
im F n™ f ° r - lh 1 CI ‘ y of Dubbn ' th'S alteration will enable the marshal to effect 
many important objects in the accommodation and classification of the prisoners It will 
then become practtcable to prevent the ihtroduclion of food and liquor to the pauper class, 

, M J Tu “c the t d ' e,ary "™ ordln S >«• Act of Parliament, guarded by the regulations 
established by the t 4th sec 3 Geo. IV c. 64, (which forbids to those who receive prison 
allowances any other supply) by which means, experience has led us to think- that while all 
ground of complaint is removed, the expense to the public will not be increased. 

f print! a r gel “r -° f ll ! e W ?' k ?°" '? Progress, are made with a view to their not inter- 
; "° s " ltb “y tiltertor plan for the enlargement of the marshalsea, which may become 
necessary, and for which space can be procured adjoining the present prison. 

We have maturely considered the subject of charging rents to the amount at present rated 

of he mars 0 har n and ! ° the “P edle,lc y °* “Mying 'Eose rents to the support of the situation 
of the marshal , and are of opinion that an arrangement should be made for the abolition of 
fees and for the new modelling of rents, which we conceive should be paid to the local 
inspector and credited to the funds ot the prison ; and the substituting for all presen source 
’ ,beral Sal “'' J IO lhe m “ sba1 ’ P'»P°™™ d •» the imporfance 



Sheriffs Prison. 

THIS marshalsea was originally built to prevent the ahnce nfcm.nmn™ v , 

temporary residence for debtors in transitu P to the Four Court sVarslmlsfJ buTVmm Th* 
numbers m the latter place, and the destre of many to remain here in preference tti 
since become the permanent residence for debtors. We have verv ,„E! ’ ?, 0 "S 

principle on which tins prtson is supported, Ji much 

excepted cases in the Act for the abolition of all rents and fees, are the Four Courts' L 
and the City Marshalsea, and the Sheriffs Prison appears to us to stand Maishalsea. 

same footing as the marshalsea attached to any county or city gaol. ' precisely the 

■I" t e Z ly Du r bl i" the te L m P orar y prison for the committal of debtors by the sheriffs 
prior to the return of the writ, happens to be in a different hnildino- than ■, 116 , / erif,s 
different she), which is not thl case in the othe! counties aL cities * ,1' T W 0 !' 0 " a 

of the prison is not altered thereby, and the marshalsea of the sheriff of the citymtTthMof 
Kilmatnham gaol, we consider to be prisons precisely of the same class. 3 d hat of 

The prison in its interior arrangement is devoid of classification, for which it afford. 
conventence, and the house was in a very dirty state on the day of inspection Tf 

City Marshalsea. 

m“gc5: TheM ^ 

The bread diet is issued to the pauper prisoners ; but as no separation can take nlaee 
between the different classes, the regulations with respect to the admits on of food t„ P 
pauper prisoners cannot be carried into effect aumtsslou ot food to the 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



26 



APPENDIX TO REPORT OF INSPECTORS GENERAL 



St. Sepulchre's Manor Prison. 

District. THIS prison is attached to the manor court of the Archbishop of Dublin, and is a suffi- 
'• ciently good building for the purposes for which it is intended; but we question whether the 
system by which the expenses of the gaol are supported is legal. The 3 Geo. IV. c. 64, 
sect. 51, abolishes all fees, extending the rule to debtors prisons ; and the extent of the rule 
is further implied by the special exception of two prisons in the 53d section ; and we find 
that no fees or rent are charged in any manor prison in the country which we have visited. 
We further know that the present court of King’s Bench have abolished all rents in the 
only county marshalsea in Ireland in which they had been charged. 

There is a general want of regulation in this prison. There is no system established for 
the dietary, bedding, &c. of pauper prisoners, and the prison is kept in extremely bad order 
— in a complete state of confusion and filth. 

The only room calculated for a day-room for paupers, as also one of the best rooms in the 
upper part of the house, were filled with goods seized by the authority of the Seneschal, and 
being part of the stock in trade of a chandler, this seizure not only occupied the accommoda- 
tion but caused a most offensive smell. 

This prison should be classed in two separate divisions ; some of the rooms being allotted 
to prisoners who maintain themselves or are maintained by their creditors under the fifth 
section of the before-mentioned Act, and other rooms should be provided with beds for pauper 
prisoners, under the fourth section. To this class should be allotted the large day-room, in 
which a fire should be kept as ordered by the 69th section 50 Geo. 3, c. 103, rule 6. 
This rule, together with 12th section 3 Geo. IV. c. 64, point out the rights of prisoners in 
respect to bedding, Sic. 

On the day of our inspection we found some debtors who had the appearance of being 
extremely poor, one stating himself to be a labourer, and who had been put on the night 
preceding to sleep on the soldier’s guard bed without clothes of any kind. 

Nothing could exceed the bad state of the repairs of the house, or the filth of the whole 
establishment. 

Saint Donore Manor Prison. 

THIS is a private house, in which prisoners are confined under the jurisdiction of tire 
Seneschal. It is unprovided with any requisite for a gaol ; and the only prisoner who was 
confined on the day of inspection was in a state of real bodily suffering, lying on straw 
covered with a piece of carpet, without any fire, and confined to his bed from the want of a 
shirt or other clothing. 

We consider the rents and fees of this prison not warranted by law. 



Richmond Lunatic Asylum. 

WE have minutely inspected this hospital for the current year, and have nothing to add to 
our former Report, as no alterations have taken place. There did not appear any abuse or 
unnecessary restraint upon the patients; but that general cleanliness which was apparent last 
year does not at present exist; which is to be attributed, we apprehend, to inefficiency in 
the servants, some of whom were very old, and by no means showing that neatness in their 
own persons which should mark the assistants in all public establishments. The whole 
requires painting and whitewashing, and the sewers should be cleaned. 

There is a moral governor, (Mr. Grace) and suitable officers under him ; and the superior 
management of the institution is conducted by thirteen governors under the Act of Par- 
liament. 

No alteration has taken place in the dietary, and a chaplain has not as yet been officially 
appointed, which we submitted last year for consideration. The Rev. Mr. Adamson con- 
tinues to do the duty. 

There are eight yards for air and exercise, with sufficient privies, baths, and a supply of 
water, with a public garden ; some of the yards were not clean, and require gravel. The 
accommodations consist of 198 cells, to rooms for convalescents, 14 day rooms, 30 ser- 
vants rooms, and officers apartments. 

This hospital at present contains 239 patients, 120 of them are employed at garden 
labour, spinning, knitting and domestic occupations. 

The return delivered to us by the moral governor is as follows : — 

Remained in the asylum January 5th, 1823 - - 227 

Received from January 1823, to January 1824 - - 178 

405 

Recovered - - - -- --82 

Relieved and on trial - - - - - 24 

Unrelieved - -- -- -- 2 

Transferred incurable to House of Industry - 30 
Died -------- 28 

Remain in the asylum - - - - 239 

405 

The 
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The moral governor states that great inconvenience lias arisen from the crowded state of Dublin 
the wards, having generally more than the established number, on acconnt of the pressure District, 
of applications, and the House of Industry having ceased to receive the incurables for want ' y — 

of accommodation, there being now 468 patients in that asylum. We should hope that the 
provincial asylums now coming into operation will relieve both of these institutions, other- 
wise the benevolent objects of Government will be frustrated, in retaining the Richmond 
asylum as a place solely for curables. It contains at present more than one hundred 
incurable patients. 

Persons recommending lunatics to an hospital for cure, should give sufficient security to 
take the patient away, should the trial fail. 



Lunatic Asylum at House of Industry. 

TH IS department of the House of Industry continues to support its character for remarkable 
cleanliness, economy and good order. Mr. Jackson is the superintendent and moral governor 
of the lunatics, under the control of Lieutenant-colonel Morris the governor; and we feel 
it but justly due to Mr. Jackson to state, that this pauper asylum is highly creditable to him, 
and to the national institution of which it forms a part. Mr. Jackson appears well instructed 
in the management of lunatics, and by his mild and judicious treatment has been the 
means of sending some supposed incurable patients home to their friends in a convalescent 
state. 

The accommodation afforded for lunatics in the House of Industry consists of 16 large 
wards and 79 cells, with appropriate yards and day-rooms. The numbers at present are 
285 females and 183 males; 150 of these are employed at the garden, domestic concerns, 
plain work, spinning, picking oakum, mat making, &c. Mr. Jackson bears testimony to 
the great advantage of occupation. 

The salaries of the officers and servants amount only to 371 /. 13s. 6 d. 

Forty cells, originally erected for frantic patients, have been occupied by sturdy beggars 
for the last year, in aid of the Mendicity Association of the city. Such a privation of the 
usual accommodation has created a great mixture of maniacal with harmless lunatics, which 
must in a great measure prevent the benefits to be derived from moral treatment. 

The physician and chaplain of the House of Industry, Dr. Litton and the Rev. Mr. 
Adamson, attend this department. 

It was remarkable how little restraint appeared to be used with such a numerous 
assembly of lunatics, and so necessarily crowded together; a manifest proof of the attention 
of the officers and keepers. We are satisfied that the evil to be dreaded in such hospitals, 
arises chiefly from the laziness and ignorance of the servants. 

The clothing of the paupers is necessarily economical from the funds devoted to this 
department ; but the general cleanliness of the rooms, cells and bedding is admirable. 



Szeift’s Lunatic Asylum. 

THIS is an hospital for pauper lunatics, conducted under trustees, regulated by a charter 
granted by George the Second. 

Mr. R. Campbell is the superintendent, and we have no reason to suspect that any 
abuses exist. The rooms were clean, and the patients appeared comfortable, and no 
improper coercion used. There are yards and gardens for air and exercise. 

Private Lunatic Asylums. 

THERE are four private lunatic asylums kept for profit in the immediate neighbourhood 
of Dublin; viz. three at Finglass, kept by Dr. Harty, Dr. Jackson, and Mr. Gregory; 
and one at Donnybrook, belonging to the society of Quakers. We inspected each of these 
this year, and could not discover any tendency to abuse; on the contrary, there appeared 

K :at pains taken to alleviate the misfortunes of the inmates, and no unnecessary restraints, 
ere are pleasure-grounds and gardens attached to all of them. 



North District. 



County Antrim Gaol at Carrickfergus. 

THIS prison has been built about thirty years, and does not contain any of the modern North 
improvements as to structure, which constitutes the groundwork for classification, industry District. 

and moral reformation. It contains 65 cells, 7 day-rooms ; a separate hospital and chapel, . v — 

and gaoler’s apartments. There are no work-rooms and the classification is defective for 
wantof accommodation, the tried and untriecl criminals associating together. The dietary has 
been reduced under the late Act of Parliament, and the food is now cooked together, and 
regularity established at meals, which has produced economy to the county funds, order 
and cleanliness in the gaol, and will certainly tend to lessen -crime in the county. An 
494. interest 
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A considerable alteration has taken place for the bettor ■ 

SH r iiHS 

gaol^lo remedy “ ” ake some additio ” t0 the 

Officers annual Salaries : 

Local Inspector - . . . £. , 0o - - 

Chaplains - „„ . 

Physician *° ~ ~ each - 

Gaoler - 4 - 

Matron - - . _ . I 3 °° I I 

Schoolmaster - - . . . -20-"* 

Hospital Nurse - _ _ . - 26 Z Z 



Town of Carrickfergus Gaol, County Antrim. 

acc™®„fatrand S .he S3« ken^ThT “ 1 -“‘ d '™ id ° f <■« legal 

find by a communication with Mr. Miller P the mayor' ^hXTi B °i 1 a , m .S ratlfied Co 
a small prison on a new site. I have been renuesJd Jncf V* 1 c ° nte “P Iat ion to erect 
of the grand jury, with my report which I Save done CD j f P a " for tl } e consideration 
would build all Sat is necessary ’ ^ 1 ,hink 0ne thousand P°uods 

t , r Officers annual Salaries : 

Local Inspector - _ _ _ £ _ 

Gaoler - _ . _ _ . \o Z Z 

Belfast House of Correction. 

THERE are but few houses of correction in Ireland • 
system, this is certainly a good example. There is constant lost £° mn ;f n - c ™ e " t of the 
circumstance almost unprecedented in any Irish orison u “ l, 118 “ 

tak n n " J by u' he m °S " aad mhabitants'of &„ of Belfe.f" Tta 1° ? 1°"™: 

-SSSKf “etn^n^HiSe^td “Tm f <*' 

1 “ ~ “ ™ d -In' ^^eVorar,he h “^rrfi 

given a great *£e°of who •“« always 



Local Inspector 
Chaplains 
Surgeon 
Keeper - 
Matron - 
Clerk - 
Turnkey - 



Officers annual Salaries : 



Antrim Bridewell. 

JaJS^Sr^:; cln°eVSeE“t™ S ( 'wr„i haS W »«,.io„ since 

has benevolently undertaken to add all thecal W ^° Se P r °P? rt y the town of Antrim is) 
w,ter ; and in the interim 0fyards ’ a " d 
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Lisburn Bridewell. 

THERE are two dart cells only in this place of confinement, without yards or any legal 
accommodation. It is only seyen miles from Belfast! and unless the grand jury at die 
approaching assizes, think it advisable to erect a new bridewell, 1 propose to submit it 

nnp nf Inncp to ho to hie FvoolloMo.t tlm T 1 T : — j . . r r t . . . , 




°n e of those to be abolished, to his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, under the oi s t clause 
or the Prison Act, 3 Geo. IV. c. 04. 



These are the only bridewells in the county, as Ballymena and Ballymoney manor court 
prisons have ceased to be used as such by the county for the quarter sessions prisoners • and 
and at the last assizes the grand jury appointed commissioners to receive proposals and nlans 

for erecting a legal bridewell m each of these towns. 



Manor Courts of the County of Antrim. 



THERE are ten manor courts in this county, wi th a power by charter of arresting persons 
for debts of a certain amount, as follows : ° 1 

Belfast 



Lisburn 
Ballymena - 
Ballymoney 
Ballycastle 



Glenarm - two d° 



two rooms, 
one d° 

one black-hole, 
one d° 
two rooms. 



Braughshane 
Clough 
Toome 
Port Glenone 



two d° 
two d° 
one d° 
one d° 



In every instance, except Belfast, the lords of the manor and the seneschals have agreed to 
the arrangement of ceasing to grant warrants, unless legal accommodation shall be provided 
at the expense of the manor. 1 



County of Armagh Gaol. 

THE gaol at Armagh continues to support its character as a well regulated prison so far as 
its construction will admit, which it is to be regretted is far from perfect for inspection or 
classification, notwithstanding the internal alterations willingly presented for bv the grand 
jury. The plan is originally bad, and there is no adjoining ground to be obtained foi addi- 
tions. lhe accommodation consists of only 18 cells and 6 debtors-rooms, exclusive of 
7 day-rooms, a chapel and infirmary ; there is consequently a defective classification and no 
employment, and four or five criminals frequently sleep in one cell. These defects are as far 
as possible remedied by the zeal and intelligence of the acting local inspector Mr Waugh 
whose correct views of prison discipline and attention to the duty is obvious in evlrv' 
department. J 

A matron and schoolmaster have been appointed, and the gaol is in every respect clean 
and orderly. The food is cooked together, and regularity established at meals; but the 
want of labour and sufficient cells for separation at night must ever act against moral 
improvement. 6 



Salaries of Officers : 



Local Inspector 
Chaplains 
Surgeon 
Apothecary - 
Gaoler - - 

Matron ------ 25 

Schoolmaster - 



£. 50 - - 



100 

30 

50 



- and pays his turnkeys 



- 25 - - 



Ballybot Newry Bridewell. 

NO alteration has taken place in this prison since my last report. There are only two 
cells used for prisoners. The keeper occupies three rooms and one yard. I have again 
submitted the necessary alterations for the consideration of the grand jury ; blankets food 
straw and fuel are now provided for prisoners under the regulations of the Prison Act and 
the quarterly returns are forwarded to me. ’ 



Lurgan Bridewell. 

THIS prison remains unaltered. It consists of two black-holes, one inside the other, and 
four feet under the level of the street, without any accommodation of yards, privies or 
pump. I have had a communication with Mr. Brownlow, the proprietor of the town, who 
has benevolently undertaken to have some alterations made, or a new bridewell erected. 

Bedsteads and blankets have been provided, under the 11th clause of the Prison Act; and 
the prisoners are fed, which is charged in the quarterly ret urns regularly sent to my office. 
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Market Hill Bridewell. 

MARKET Hill is only five miles from Armagh gaol, and may l think be dispensed with 
as a place of confinement : should the grand jury of the county think otherwise, it will re- 
quire a presentment to add two cells and a kitchen, to raise the walls of the yard, to sink a 
pump and build a privy, as the present accommodation consists only of two small cells, and 
is quite unsuitable for prisoners. 

Newtown Hamilton Bridewell. 

THIS town has ceased to have quarter sessions, and perhaps it is unnecessary to have a 
place of confinement in it. That at present used occasionally as such, has only two small 
cells and no other legal accommodation. 

Provincial Lunatic Asylum at Armagh. 

THE provincial lunatic asylum at Armagh is now finished and ready for occupation. 
1 minutely inspected it, and it appears to me to be well executed and planned. It remains 
only to appoint an efficient and practical superintendent, under the Act of 50 Geo. 3, c. 103. 
It becomes the duty of the Inspector-general of prisons to inspect and report on such 
establishments ; and I hope soon to see this in full operation, and relieving the neighbouring- 
gaols from the number of lunatics and idiots who now occupy them. 



Cavan County Gaol. 

THIS is a small prison, erected within the last fifteen years, but not on the improved 
principles for inspection and classification. There are not sufficient cells for the average 
number of prisoners, and consequently some of the debtors rooms are occupied with a class 
of criminals. The accommodation consists of 36 cells, 12 debtors-rooms, 5 day-rooms and 
amnfirmary. There is no chapel, and the classification is only divided into five • viz tried 
felons, untried felons, rioters, debtors, and females. The dietary is bread and ’milk, and 
there is no employment for male prisoners except a school, which is attended to The 
females occupied the hospital ; and occasionally spin flax and work for the criminals. A 
matron has been appointed. 

I have reported minutely to the grand jury on this state of the gaol, and suggested such 
alterations and additions to the Board of Superintendence as appeared to me necessary to 
render it effective, which it has hitherto by no means been. By the death of the old and 
infirm keeper since my inspection, an opportunity offers to appoint a qualified moral 
governor, and 1 have every reason to believe advantage will be taken of it, as the Board and 
many county gentlemen I have conversed with are sensible of the necessity of reformation 
m this prison. 

Salaries of Officers, Sec. : 

Local Inspector - - - £. 80 - - 

Surgeon 80 - - 

Chaplains - - - - _ 30 - - each 

Gaoler 150 - - 

Turnkeys, two - - - - 60 - - each 

Schoolmaster - - - - -20 — - 

Matron - - - - - -12 — - 



Coote Hill Bridewell. 

THIS is the only bridewell in the county. It consists of two cells and a small yard at- 
tached to each ; it will answer for a few prisoners at sessions, or rioters at other periods 
but has not the legal accommodation that would justify keeping persons in it more than 
one or two days ; it is only just finished, and no furniture as yet in the cells. , No keeper 
had been appointed at the period of my inspection, and consequently it is not yet under 
the operations of the Prison Act regulations. J 



County of Down Gaol at Downpatrick. 

A new prison has been presented for in this county on a magnificent scale: and as the 
plans are now approved of by his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, no further delay will be 
experienced. The old gaol is a very inferior one, is out of repair, and provides no means for 
classification, industry or inspection. There is no infirmary ; and the accommodation it 
does afford consists only of 18 cells, 8 day-rooms and 8 sleeping-rooms, for an average of 
j 30 prisoners. 0 

The dietary is all cooked in one kitchen, and has been reduced to a correct and sufficient 
allowance; and every thing that zealous officers can effect has been done to produce order 
and regularity. 1 

I have reported to the grand jury as the Act directs, and suggested some repairs and 
regulations, stating that I consider the gaol as improved since my last inspection, and that 
1 have received great support from the intelligence and activity of Mr. Rowan the present 
local inspector. 1 

A tread-mill 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




ON THE GAOLS, &c. OF IRELAND. 31 

A tread-mill has been put up ; and most of those deficiencies which I reported last year , 

have been provided for. ^ortn 

Salaries of Officers, &c. : District,^ 

Local Inspector - - - £. 100 - - 

Chaplains - - - - - 30 - - each. 

Surgeon - - - - c Q _ „ 

Apothecary - - - - go - - 

Gaoler ------ 200 - 

Turnkey - - - - -g 0 __ 

Matron - - - - - -20 — - 

Schoolmaster - - - - - go — - 

Newry Bridewell. 

NO alteration has taken place in Newry bridewell since last year, except that it is kept 
cleaner, and the rooms of the prison have ceased to be used for the accommodation of the 
keeper. It consists of 6 large rooms and two yards, all in a dilapidated state, and no sepa- 
rate sleeping cells. 1 have frequently submitted to the grand jury the necessity of repairing 
this prison, and making it suitable for the suppression of crime in this large sessions town. 

Food, straw, fuel, bedsteads and blankets have been provided under the regulations of 
the late Prison Act, and the quarterly returns are duly forwarded to me. 



THIS sessions towu has now no bridewell, as the Marquis of Downshire has kindly 
attended to my suggestions as to its being an illegal place of confinement, except for a few 
hours in the day-time, and has directed it shall not in future be used for any other purpose. 
It consists only of two black-holes in the market house, which is the private property of his 
Lordship. 

The county gaoler now hires a room for prisoners at the sessions ; and it rests with the 
grand jury, should they think proper, to erect a legal bridewell. 

Newtown- Ards. 

THIS place is similarly situated with Hillsboro’. The place used for confinement hitherto 
was one small dungeon ; it is in the market-house, and is the private property of the Marquis 
of Londonderry'. It has ceased to be used as a prison at the quarter sessions, and the 
gaoler hires a room for them. 

Downpatrick. 

I inspected the private lunatic asylum in Downpatrick, kept by Mr. Read. The 
patients appeared comfortable, well taken care of, and under no improper restraint. 1 do 
not apprehend that any abuse exists. 



County Donegal Gaol at Lifford. 

THE addition to Lifford gaol is not yet finished, which still keeps the old prison in a state 
of dirt and confusion. The Board of Superintendence has been appointed at the last assizes, 
and a new keeper chosen, so that I have considerable expectation that a better system than 
has hitherto existed will be established. 

I have reported the state of the gaol to the grand jury, and suggested to the Board of 
Superintendence such minor arrangements as can be enforced even in the old prison. The 
allowance of food is too great, and it is not cooked together, which causes disorder and 
continued filth in the rooms. 

A matron has been appointed, bnt the defect of having no regular schoolmaster must 
prove a serious evil, especially where no other employment can be provided at present, 
and where the accommodation of yards and day-rooms only admit of three classes, viz. 
criminals of all kinds, debtors and females. 

Notwithstanding these difficulties, I look forward to a good system of gaol discipline 
being yet established, when the new prison shall be finished, as there is obviously a great 
interest taken in the gaol concerns by many of the county gentlemen. 



Salaries of Officers, See. 
Local Inspector - - - - 

Chaplains - 

Physician - 

Gaoler ------ 

Turnkeys - - - 

Matron 

Hospital Assistant - - - - 



£. ioo 

- 3 ° 

- 80 

- xoo 

- 30 

.- 12 

8 



- each 



Donegal Bridewell. 

THIS bridewell consists of four dark cells, under the sessions-house, without any legal 
accommodation. The subject is under the consideration of the grand jury, and I trust that 
some arrangement will be made to add yards and a day-room, &c. in this sessions town, so 
distatlt from the county gaol. 

294. 
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Letterkenny. 

" Belief br il d r •" l ’ aS t0 be “ ed “ s “ ch ’ Md • worn is hired for prisoners at the 

sessions It Is m contemplation to erect a new bridewell for this populous district and 

the ■»“ ^ ■» 

Lunatic Asylum at Lifford. 

THIS is a temporary asylum for the pauper lunatics of the county in the old uaol.whoare 
kept more comfortable and under less restraint than in any other place I hare seen not 
supported b, Government. There are dry cells, a large /ard and day-room for their’ use ■ 
food fuel and clothing are provided, and the whole managed in a manner creditable to the 
local inspector of the gaol who superintends it, and the hiper who "Suets It ■ thL do£ 
not appeal any abuse whatever. There are 17 females and 18 males now confined here. 

Comity Fermanagh Goal at Enniskillen. 

THE county gaol at Enniskillen is built on the same model as that at Cavan and verv 

Sts Svof ?6 P Jril . , n‘ h d f “ rp ° ses of ms Pf "on or classification ; the accommodation con- 
-ists only of 36 cells, ta debtors-rooms, 5 day-rooms, and 5 yards, with an infirmarv but 
here is no chapel; the dietary consists of potatoes and milk, and each prisoner ispSitted 

to dress his own food, which necessarily produces a want of cleanliness iid order P There is 

a school established and well attended to, but no matron has been yet appointed and the 
crXTl d e fd Tr n Wa “ ° f m, P lo y”“‘= wi* these eJeepSns, the “ol“ 
M, d TohL y t d 1 a ” d - 1 ha I e re “ l,ed CTer y '"PP° rt f, » m tlle local inspector, th? Rev 

Mr. Johnston, who is anxious that system and regularity should prevail, but it does not rest 
w ith him to provide such things as would cause an expenditure of public monev 
I have reported to the grand jury on all points which I considered would tend to the 
improvement of the interior economy of the gaol, including employment esublbh nu 
a general kitchen foi cooking, enlarging the sewers, and building a chapel and solitary cell* 



Local Inspector 

Surgeon 

Chaplains 

Gaoler 

Turnkeys 

Schoolmaster - 

Hospital Assistant 



Salaries of Officers, &c. : 



Newtown-Butler. 



£. 100 



30 

too 



- each 

- each 



SINCE my last inspection, this place has ceased to be used as a prison, and will not be 
included in my list of bridewells. It i, a small village, though seLons are hdd There 
and being so near the county town, a prison is not required. b “ “ ■ 

Enniskillen Marshalsea. 

THIS place of confinement for debtors belongs to the corporation of Enniskillen and 
remains in same state as reported last year, devoid of the accommodation Tvards dav 
rooms, prmes, pump fuel or food for paupers; it consists of one large room over the 
“ai! of blankets n “ J **'*’ r<?quireS whitewa ^ing; there are two bedsteads and three 

sl d ,he am ™ nt debt fOT *■ «*« can 
County Kildare Gaol at Naas. 

Jp“r^ 

crer been c^leld! S ° U " d Pri ° cil>le ° f S a °‘ « abandoned, If It has 

“ d consequently no labour or 

' S T W r u bread ? nd milk ’ but hitherto has been only bread and water which 
to law/ " } 3 d ° ° benevolence to admit food from the friends of poor prisoners contrary 

excepTat' the th f ref ™ e no legitimate control over the officers, 

except the ass.zes, or on my inspection ; such a board giving regular attendance monthl^ 

for 
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for a few hours, would do more to correct errors than any paid officer of the crown, however 
zealous or attentive. 

There is a schoolmaster, but no matron. The attendance of the former has been hitherto 
only two or three hours in the day, which has been considerably increased at my sugges- 

Notwithstanding this melancholy picture, which I am bound to state in a Report purport- 
ing to be a faithful account of things as they are, I am called on also to say, that since 
my last inspection, and in consequence of my representation, a meeting was held of the 
county gentlemen and grand jurors, when I was called upon to give my opinion on the 
several gaols, and to suggest the proper remedies. The meeting was attended bv the Duke 
of Leinster, the Earl of Mayo, Lord Cloncurry, Robert Latouche, Esq. M.P. and several 
of the principal county gentlemen ; and it was gratifying to find but one sentiment pervade 
the whole, that something was necessary to be done in the way of addition to the gaol, and 
regulating the prison discipline. I was requested to send an architect to examine" the site, 
and to put in writing and circulate my sentiments to the grand jurors, which l have done; 
311 An °°k ^°rward to the best results after the approaching assizes. 

All the minor and internal alterations and regulations I proposed were acceded to ; and I 
hope to be able to make a more favourable report next year. 

Salaries of Officers, &c. : 

Local Inspector - - - - £,30 _ _ 

Chaplains - - - - - - 30 — — each. 

Surgeon 50 - - 

Gaoler ------ jgo _ _ 

Schoolmaster - - - - _ 10 __ 



Athy Gaol, county of Kildare. 

ATHY gaol is without exception the worst county prison I have met with, in point of 
accommodation, having neither yards, pumps, hospital, chapel or proper day-rooms ; and 
from its insulated situation as to property, in the centre of the town, no adjoining ground 
can be procured to add to it, or give a single airing-yard. The entire prison consists of 
9 cells, and 3 small kitchens. It is kept clean ; but any attempt at order beyond this, would 
be in vain : water is a part of the diet, iustead of milk, which I hope will be altered this 
assizes, as it has been already at Naas. 

I have submitted to the grand jury the necessity of building a small bridewell here, which 
would answer all legal purposes, and would not cost above 1,000/. There is no matron or 
schoolmaster. 

Salaries of Officers, &c. : 

Local Inspector £.20 - - 

Chaplains - - - - . -30 — — 

Surgeon - - - - . -20-- 

Gaoler - - - - - - 65 - — 

Kildare Bridewell. 

THIS place of confinement has ceased to be used as such since my last inspection 
I found it this year occupied as a market store for the town ; and the prisoners at sessions 
are confined in the jury-room. 

Maynooth Bridewell. 

THERE are here two small cells under the same roof with the sessions-house, for the occa- 
sional confinement of prisoners, and a fire-place in the adjoining passage. There were no 
bedsteads, blankets, yards, privy or pump. I have had a communication w-ith his Grace the 
Duke of Leinster on the subject, who has undertaken to inclose immediately a yard with a 
pump and privy ; when this is done, bedsteads and blankets can be provided under the late 
Prison Act. There are sessions here twice each year. 

County Louth Gaol at Dundalk. 

P r ‘ sou cont ' nu es to support its character for system and discipline, which must 
ever be the case where the county magistrates give it so much of their time and considera- 
tion. buch things as I suggested as improvements last year have been attended to; classi- 
fication has been increased, and the surrounding wall nearly completed ; a matron has been 
appointed ; some alterations made in the hospital and chapel; and the accounts are now kept 
according to law. I certified for the deficiencies of blankets and prison dresses, under die 
regulations of the new Prison Act. 

A school has been established, which is well conducted, and has been productive of the 
best results ; great pains are taken to provide employment, but it is found very difficult, and 
some of the criminals only were making mats, and the females have flax to spin. 

1 he dietary is moderate, and is cooked together in classes; great cleanliness and order 
prevails in every department; and the turnkeys being dressed in the same neat uniform, has, 
l think, a good etiect, which is in the North District peculiar to this gaol. 

304 - I The 
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T ? ar r t , i ' The officers appear to me to be zealous and intelligent men. I hare reported to the 

my 'inspection ", “““'"S raet the E ?» rd ° f Superintendence on the day of 

communicated with them on any minor points I wished to recommend for 

COMem?e a n, l |j S i, a l° l< '„ 0 ," e ’ “ d , h “, b “ n added “ order to.create sufficient room, and 
consequently it doe. not compute all the advantages of site and inspection which it might 
room, ? been erected ; the accommodation it affords, consists of 40 cells, 6 ddftore 
rr p ’ efJte^ and 6 yardS - "" h s »" d .0 each; there if E 

offence? SbtS2d Sm’l“' lr ' ed “"‘ rie f *?!“• t,i ' d minM ""tried minor 

onences, debtors and females : a more minute classification would be an advantage. 

Salaries of Officers, &c. 

Local Inspector £. 80 - - 

£ ha P ,a,ns 40 - - each. 

surgeon 
Gaoler 
Turnkeys 
Matron - 
Schoolmaster - 



- too 

- 360 

- 35 

- 10 

- 25 



Ardee Bridewell. 



under noS'df oon,i " ues P rK f el ? i». «""" state as last year, consisting of two cells 
are allowpdf P “ n " Wn,,lated , "thoutyards, privy or pimp! Food, fuel and straw 
The grand*?, fT'' “ nd *ere » a bedstead with blankets in each cell. 

sesIifnsTwEa^^ 

County of the Town of Drogheda Guol. 

. 8301 haS c ? nsic ! erabl y improved in cleanliness and order since last vear and therm 

£sss^SKt«=ii5^'tis^. , a 



Officers Salaries, &c. : 

Local Inspector - 
Surgeon - 
Chaplains - 
Gaoler . 

Turnkey - 

County of Londonderry Gaol. 



£■ 30 

- 75 

- 30 

- 80 

- 20 



- each. 



THERE is a magnificent new gaol erected at Derry, and readv for occunation • r 

s“b?fSeri„ p Sin d r p,i “ e or class ' fioa ’ tion to «“* “fc&.sS 

iDto 

Mass? 

the new gaol and T , the Boards sanction, previous to occupying 

in esSffig a jSjKSTS ^ay period I should be ealied nn.JS - 
efficient and fealfu, officers will aC mablaf fiT T ' l ^ « a,< i m J' 0 P'““"t *at 
liary and a house of correction y §ao1 " h ‘“ “ ““S' 11 l ° he, yiz. a peniten- 

I hare reported minutely to the grand jury on all these points. 



Salaries of Officers, &c. 
Local Inspector - 
Chaplains - 

Surgeon ~ 

Gaoler _ 

Turnkey _ 



£. 70 

- 50 

- 80 

- 200 

- 50 



- each. 
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Coleraine Bridewell. 

THIS place of confinement belongs to the manor court of the corporation of Coleraine, ■ 
ami was only erected for debtors, but is used for criminals by the mayor, and by the county 
magistrates at sessions. It consists only of two rooms, from which the prisoners can freely 
converse with the town people, and is, in every respect, unsuitable for a bridewell. 

The pauper prisoners are now fed under the regulations of the Act of Parliament. 

I waited on the mayor, who was so satisfied of the necessity of erecting a small bridewell, 
that he requested of me to send him a plan, and that he would use all liis efforts to have it 
executed by the corporation, I suggested the idea, that the couuty might join in this 
undertaking for sessions purposes; and I hope to see a legal and creditable bridewell in this 
large town. 



Newtown Limavady . 

IT is gratifying to me to report, that the dungeon used as a prison last year in this town 
has been abandoned, and a very small bridewell is building, which will answer the tempo- 
rary purpose, as the distance from the county gaol is only ten miles. 



Magkerafelt Bridewell. 

THIS session, town is thirty miles from the count, gaol, and yet the place of confinement 
only consist, of two dark cells and devoid of all legal accommodation of fire-place yard" 
day-room, pump or privies; 1 have submitted to the grand jury the absolute neces’sfty of 
make “ ‘ S,Ut “ ble Wd "' B - * S “ « Wulous a neighboured 
Food is now provided for pauper prisoners under the Act of Parliament. 

Derry Lunatic Asylum. 

the T ™, S o^r. ,0lenl , te “e orary Kh F fer lhc P“ u P' r idio “ and lu " ati “ of the county, i, in 
sS John Magin°nes! y mfirn,ary ' aI,d con,1 "“ e * » be managed with attention b , the surgeon, 

There are 3, patients, who get sufficient food and were unde, no restraint, which could, 
I presume, he avoided under the circumstances of an insecure place, and the little auend- 
dance which can be afforded m a merely charitable institution ; their sleeping-rooms consist 
of shed, divided into small cells, and there is one yard for air and exercise 

The addition of a day-room and fire would be a necessary comfort to these poor erea 
tures, with a greater supply of blankets aud clothing. 1 

County of Leitrim Gaol at Carrick-on-Shannon. 

THE new gaol for this county is nearly finished, and will be ready for occupation in sum- 
mer ’ wlien * forward to such a total alteration in system and discipline that I am 
unwilling to make any severe comment on habits of long standing in the old prison totallv 
inconsistent with order, moral government, and a hope of reformation amongst the inmates 
It is gratifying to me, however, to state, that the apathy and carelessness whicn I reported 
last year, as manifest in the arrangements of this gaol, have vanished, and an anxietv to 
co-operate in establishing a new system, appears obvious ; I attribute this change to mv 
report to the grand jury, which has called forth an energy amongst the county gentlemeJ 
on the subject, and with it, the usual result of attention and activity amongst the officers 
and servants of the prison. b enters 

r,?.",m y r nsp "n n ’ 1 a “°“P™ ied Jy ™> gentlemen of the Board of Superintendence 
Captain Cox and Captain Duelworth, who encouraged me to submit a few hints for their 
guidance, prior even to abandoning the old gaol, which I had great pleasure in doing 
I also offered my services in establishing regulations for occupying the new gaol, as to 
classification and general interior economy; and from the good feeling whtch at present 
exists in the c°uaty, I with confidence report the prison establishments in a progressive 
state of improvement. 

unnecessary”^ 11011 ^ the oM S ao1 ’ 50 dettienl in every thing and aboutto be abandoned, is 



Local Inspector 
Surgeon - 
Apothecary 
Cnaplains 
Gaoler 

Schoolmaster - 



Salaries of Officers, &c. 



■ 30 - 
. 250 - 



North 

District. 
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Manor Hamilton Bridewell. 

- T K u^£ ani of , the ^county of Leitrim have presented a sum of 1 50 l. to inclose yards 

Ser!“" S ° f the P " S °" the 

in this brfdeweli 5™’,?'"""® of the P a ™ h . taka a benevolent interest 

uns oriaewell, and gave me every support within his power. 

County of Longford Gaol. 

the 1 b^HerhTlt^fS w reP ° rt thC nC T S t ao1 l^ngford in full operation this year, but 
inlnuin? tulfil ed hls contr fV and the officers have to contend still with so many 

“ T\l S T I Cr ° Wded a '\ d , ' ll " constlucte d prison, that I am unwilling to 
fs nmh L d ?I fh m i !< Can 80 read,ly be excused on these grounds. There literally 
looms of 1 ° W l? a ° a frame a rep T ° n ’ 38 there is no infirma T> chapel, work or day^ 
offends t y Cf i S, -nT n ° mean i wl,atever of classification between great and minor 
submitted ^ the R ‘ 8 T 1 < e corrected on occupying the new gaol. In the mean time, I have 
S 1 d to the Board of Superintendence to reduce the dietary, which is greater than in 
other prisons, to introduce economy and cleanliness, by using; one general kitchen for cook 
’ a ' U ' P10V,d£ Mme ™ rk for tl,e • -h-h .s aU .haT^rr 

forthf^ a,so submitted to the grand jury the necessity of appointing a governor qualified 
for this important office, without which I can entertain no hope of a creditable system of 

cminL S °I e d ninent beinS ^ Stab [! S 1Cd 5 and 1 have ever 3 ' reason to expect the support of the 
county gentlemen in making the new prison an example for order, cleanliness and reforma- 

The accommodation the old gaol affords is 28 cells, 3 rooms, and 3 yards, and the classi- 
fication consists only of criminals, debtors and females. y ' * ' 



Local Inspector 
Surgeon 
Chaplains 
Gaoler 



Salaries of Officers, &c.: 



£.50 - - 

- 50 - - 

- 40 — — each. 

- loo - - 



County of Meath Gaols. 



report that every exertion has been made to effect this purpose. I considered ifmv d„rf ! 

g,aod jurj w ** wouKSf; 

submitted some repairs, and regulations as to cookinir the food hut Innrr o • ^u in 
no lega! infi rm a, y , chapel or wirk-rooms, and “duKe it&tntbtSF “llf E°“a„d 
raster hate beet app'SS; * Cre< " t “ l>1 ' "P 0 " c*'"' 0 ' ^ ^ A »"d school- 

„JJ'L^ 0mm0 ' la,i0 °: a * he S. ao1 consists »f 36 cells, 4 debtors rooms, and 7 la,„, cells 
3 i^r“ tSZgttr “ °” e r ° 0m Med fOT “ 1,OS P i,a1 ’ «* «h*p 5 . The 



Salaries of Officers, &c. : 
Local Inspector - 
Surgeon - 

Chaplains - 

Gaoler - 

Deputy Gaoler - 
Turnkey 

Matron 

Schoolmaster - 

Clerk - - - - I 

Navan Bridewell. 



£.60 - - 

-80-- 

- 5o - - < 
-250 - - 

- 5o - - 

- 30 - - 

- 12 - - 

- 18 - - 

- 12 - - 



THIS piison lemains precisely in the same state as reported on last year- it consists of 
prison. Pauper prisoners are fed and provided with straw and fuel. h 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




ON THE GAOLS, &c. OF IRELAND. 



THIS dungeon has ceased to be used as a place of confinement. 

Dumhaughlin Bridewell. 

„ b i deWe11 c ? n ! ist8 of >° rooms, one of which is occupied bv the keener There U 

Dresenr \h ^ ^ ° f , the ses s>°ns-house for a small addition, and a yard to be m closed At 

&£$£? " Jar<IS> Fi,i " ”” P “'” P ' Some bl “ k «» tlsTbeen p t ”o*d 'sin^ 

County Monaghan Gaol. 

new uatd ! and° n ff],!.°d ' '*”*“• ! hBt , ob re g“l«ions which should be adopted on occupying the 
M„’e d r, 81 ,'? -™ 1 , Co-operation in my power when it should take nW° 

b “" u “■ 8 "0 — 

Salaries of Officers, &c. 

Local Inspector - - . . f.too - - 

Surgeon . . . . _ . 8o _ _ 

: : ; : : : «*• 

Carrickmacross Bridewell 

Castle Blaney Bridewell. 

m^blanke^s SS 
njln'^h -^ er It^tt^t^hat ^attm^l^tion^is^ntended^o 1 *^ made* to^he^ ^-and^jury "a^the 

spring assizes, to present a sum of money to erect a new bridewell. ® J y ’ 



County of Roscommon Gaol at Roscommon. 



St-Ei: 

attendance of ?he Board of ofemSTn ^h™ ae ^* 6s 

evil ; on this subject I have fcffiT 

iglBSBBlS 

as to the legality^I^using'fb'exMpt for tlwse^menced'To'hareriabour™ 6 d °° bt baS 



Salaries of Officers, &c. : 
Local Inspector - 
Physician - 

Chaplains - 

Gaoler 
Matron 

Schoolmaster - 
Hospital Assistant - 
Keeper of Lunatics - 



£. 100 
80 
50 
400 
- 30 

30 



24 - 



Boyle Bridewell. 

1 y • grand jury, as Lord Lorton has offered ground free of expense The 

sessions-house is in a dilapidated state. 8 expense. 1 he 

294. K 
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DiMrict. Strokestotvn Bridewell. 

’ ' J HE P‘‘ esentinenC ° t loo/ - inade b y the grand jury to make this place of confinement 

efficient, has not yet been expended, and it only consists of one dark dungeon ; however, 
the sheriff has promised me it shall not be used for prisoners in its present state. 



Casilereu Bridewell. 

THIS place is also a black-hole, quite unsuitable and illegal as a place of confinement for 
the night, i waited on Mr. French, the chairman of the sessions, who agrees with me on 
the subject, and the sheriff directed the gaoler to keep no more prisoners here or at Strokes- 
town till better accommodation shall be provided, so that I shall consider these bridewells 
as abandoned for the present. 

Athlone Bridewell. 

THIS prison is under the sessions-honse, and also under the level of the street. It 
consists of two dark damp cells and two day rooms ; but has not been used for prisoners 
since last inspection. It is under repairs, to inclose a yard and carry off surface water It 
,S J°. be regretted that money was ever expended on a prison which cannot ever be very 
efficient, from the low site and being under ground. 

Roscommon Lunatic Asylum. 

I again visited the old gaol at Roscommon, which is used for the county lunatics and 
idiots. It was very gratifying to see these helpless creatures provided with food, fuel, 
lodging and raiment by the benevolence of the grand jury. The keeper appears a correct 
man, and I believe no undue restraint or coercion is used. 

A part of the old gaol has been allocated as a house of correction for females, which holds 
out a reasonable prospect of reformation to this class, as they are visited by some bene- 
volent individuals who take a great interest in this establishment. 



County of Sligo Gaols. 

THE couuty gaol-at Sligo is a new one, on the semicircular plan, and has been occupied 
some years. The regulations and system pursued by no means correspond with the ap- 
pearance of the building, as there is very little employment for the prisoners, the food is not 
even cooked together in a general kitchen, and there does not appear any zeal or anxiety to 
establish a good system of gaol discipline or moral government. The local inspector, the 
Rev. Mr. Armstrong, is, I believe, really desirous to create a better feeling than has hitherto 
guided the internal management of this prison ; but there exists a general apathy, which 
nothing will remove but the active interference of the countv gentlemen by constant visiting, 
and making regulations which they will not permit to be canvassed or argued against. I 
have reported minutely to the grand jury, and called their attention to the following par- 
ticulars; viz. ° 1 

To create more employment, by increasing the plan of breaking stones. 

To establish a general kitchen for cooking the food. 

To build an hospital, as there is none at present of any kind. 

To repair the water pipes. 

To establish a better mode of issuing and weighing provisions, coals, Sec. and to closing . 
up by a wall the iron railing at the end of each yard. 

There is a matron and schoolmaster, and these departments are attended to ; the former 
is encouraged and supported in her duty by some benevolent ladies of the town of Sligo. 

Since last inspection the dietary has been reduced to the legal allowance, and no food is 
now admitted from the friends of pauper prisoners. The accounts are kept according to 
law ; and the party spirit which was obvious within the walls of the gaol has, 1 trust, ceased ; 
all which leads me to hope that a better system will soon be adopted. 

The accommodation the prison affords consists of 52 sleeping cells, 13 debtors rooms, 

8 day-rooms, 8 work-rooms, and to yards. 



Officers Salaries, &c. 
Local Inspector - 

Surgeon 
Physician - 

Chaplains - 

Gaoler 

Deputy Gaoler - 

Turnkey 

Ditto - - - . - t. 

Matron ------ 

Schoolmaster - 

Clerk ------ 



£. too 

- too 

- 70 

- 30 

- 250 

- 55 

- 50 

- 25 
10 

- '5 

- 30 
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County of Tyrone Gaols. 

AN addition is building to this county gaol at Omagh on the semicircular plan, which 
at present deprives the old prison of some of its accommodation, and prevents that stale of 
discipline and order which would exist from the zeal and attention of the officers. The 
gaoler is an intelligent and active man, and I have received every support from the Rev. 
Mr. Stack, the local inspector. 

The old gaol has only 36 cells and 6 debtors rooms, but the addition will supply a chapel, 
work-rooms, and sufficient classification. 

The hospital is occupied with lunatics, from which they will be relieved by the asylum 
now finished at Armagh. 

There is a school which is well attended to, but a matron is wanted for the female 
department, which I have submitted to the grand jury in my report. 

The extravagant dietary has been reduced, and no commutation of food is now per- 
mitted. 

Salaries of Officers, Stc. 



Local Inspector - - - - 


£. too - 


- 


Surgeon ------ 


- 80 - 


- 


Chaplains ----- 


- 30 - 


- each. ■ 


Gaoler ------ 


- 180 - 


- 


Turnkeys ----- 


- 15 " 


- each. 


Schoolmaster ----- 




— 


Hospital Assistant - - - - 


12 - 


- 


Dungannon Bridewell. 


THIS bridewell remains in the same state as reported or 


l last year. 


The accommodation 



consists of 7 cells, 1 day-room, aud 1 yard, consequently the separation between males and 
females is imperfect, for want of a second day-room and yard. I have frequently reported 
on this subject to the grand jury, and recommended that it should be established as a dis- 
trict bridewell, on account of the distance from Omagh the county town. There is a sufficient 
supply of bedsteads and blankets; the pauper prisoners are fed ; and the records are forwarded 
to me quarterly. 

There is no pump or privy in the yard ; and in the present dilapidated state of the bride- 
well sound regulations could not be enforced. 

Strabane Bridewell. 

THE new bridewell in Strabane remains unfinished, for want of funds, and it is erected on 
a bad plan ; it cousists of six cells, two day-rooms and two yards ; the walls of the yards are 
too low, the cells are dark and unventilated, and one of the day-rooms only has a fire-place ; 
there is no pump or privy in the yards. 

In the mean time, the magistrates continue to use the two small rooms over the market- 
house for rioters. I have stated these circumstances to the grand jury, and urged the 
necessity of finishing the new bridewell. 

Clogher Bridewell- 

THIS bridewell consists of two small rooms in the rear of the sessions-house, with bedsteads 
and blankets in each ; there is a large yard which should be divided, and if a day-room was 
added, it would be a good second class bridewell, which I have suggested to the grand jury. 

Food, fuel and straw are allowed for pauper prisoners ; and the quarterly returns are fur- 
nished. The curate of the parish ; takes a benevolent interest in its management. 

Lunatic Asylum in Omagh Gaol. 

THIS provision for the poor pauper idiots and lunatics of the county continues to be 
supported by the grand jury. They have every accommodation that can be afforded in a 
place not erected for the purpose ; they are fed and clothed, and no unreasonable restraint 
used. The surgeon of the infirmary attends to them. 

County Westmeath Gaols. 

A new gaol has at length been presented for in this county, the plan of which 1 have 
seen, and it will give all tne necessary accommodation fdr classification and employment. 

294. . Tt 



Ballymote Bridewell. 

THE bridewell in this sessions town consists of 4 rooms, oue of them on the ground floor, 
allotted for females ; there is a large yard lately inclosed, which should be divided to give 
the females a separate airing-ground, and a pump should be sunk. I have submitted these 
things to the grand jury in my report ; and also that the windows which look to the street 
should be blinded by a wall. 

Bedsteads and blankets have been provided since my last visit. Food is now issued to 
pauper prisoners, and the quarterly returns are forwarded to me 

lhe keeper is a correct officer; and the rector, the Rev. Mr. Garrett, has kindly unaer- 
taken to act as local inspector. 
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J'jid toTh7™ k H a “" Sid T ble “r ‘ n ex ““ lin Si and I have in the mean time su,- 

r* *“ “-»r“ anT«e"aL“fed h ,:feteV„T ** «“< 

Ez3 



Salaries of Officers, &c. 
Local Inspector - 
Surgeon - 

Apothecary - 
Chaplains - 

Gaoler - 

Deputy Gaoler - 

Schoolmaster - 



£. 



Moate Bridewell. 

THIS is the only sessions town in the county, and the bridewell has , 

under good regulations, for a second class bridewell. It consists of e sWninT 

*, lards * blankets a” 11 b “l“aads have been prov'deTsfS my l.« 

inspection, and fuel and straw are given bv the kepner Th P nricJL..,. 1 , • , J i* st 

themselves , the records are kept, aid h 

prison, consequently it is kept cleaner than formerly. interests ot the 



South District. 



County of Carlow Gaol. 

'T'HIS prison lias- undergone no change since niv last Renort I t— i.v. , 
A randa with the committee of the grand jury to which^ have h 7 , Severai 
particularly to the want of windowsf and ml’cfent warmrtfra the^t^h' V f' 
necessary to revisit Cariow prior to the assmes, I 



Officers and Salaries : 

553? . : : : : :*■» 

Roman Catholic D° - - _ . 3° 

Gaoler - . . go 

Turnkey - ° 

Matron - . . ~ ° 

Clerk - lo 

Schoolmaster - - - . . . 



£. 224 



Bridewells : 



mew toptTeLr “° S “ ‘ he Same " t ‘ te “ » bich 1 ^ year, affording no 

be^abolish'ed^d^'the gisrsect^^Geo^lv^^q 0 '^ h^e^u^ mitte d^ P r * sons s honld 
co-operation of the assistant barrier, a tLfcU ‘ r e X„ m “T 3 . wilh the 

\ ‘4 *« ‘he necessary presentmen’t XL ml 3 the ?.e/t aSa Xthe 'nl , to , r " hi *= l t 
the prison in a quarter sessions town would be attended with inconvenience. * b " ° r 



A oioL and coUrt-honse are to be established in this town, butare not as yet built. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 






ON THE GAOLS, &c. OF IRELAND. 41 

County of Clare Gaol. 

THE committee of the grand jury having taken in charge the suggestions contained in 
my memoranda of last February, I have found the gaol at Ennis arranged according to the 
following classes, with separate yards, and each class open to inspection from the windows 
of the inspector’s house ; viz. 

No. 1. — Pauper debtors. No. 4.— Females. 

2. Misdemeanants untried. 5. — House of correction. 

3. — Felons - - - d° 6.— Marshal sea. 



cM 

South 

District. 



The general state of the prison is very decidedly improved in the following particulars ; 



1 * — The division of the two classes of debtors is carried into effect, and the strict regula- 
tions of the pauper class fully established. 

2 - — The iron bedsteads of a very bad and dangerous description are removed, and cots 
very well arranged in the cells, which are now in excellent order. 

3- — The male school is established, and the progress of the prisoners in reading is very 

satisfactory. 8 • 

4- — The female class are placed under an efficient and respectable matron, and the best 
results may be expected. This interesting department is in its infancy, but the women 
have already made a considerable progress in reading, and are employed in spinning and 
plain work ; some want of regularity and cleanliness still appears, but I have no douot of 
its effectual correction. 



A tread-mill has been presented for by the grand jury, but is not yet erected. The 
committee have determined to apply the power to a mill for scutching flax, in aid of the 
exertions of the committee for bettering the condition of the poor, by the encouragement 
of the linen manufacture ; and from the success of the attempt made at Limerick to make a 
similar application of the tread-mill, there is every reason to hope that the plan may be 
attended with success. 

The sewers of this prison have undergone a considerable repair, and are now in good 
order. 

The gaol at Ennis is too small for the wants of the county of Clare, and with this defect 
in view, in addition to other strong reasons, I have submitted to the grand jury, in my 
report upon Kilrush bridewell, that an application should be made to his Excellency the 
Lord Lieutenant to establish that prison as a district bridewell, under the 32d sec. 
3 Geo. IV. c. 64, and should this measure, which I recommend in every point of view, 
be adopted, the committals to the county gaol would be considerably lightened. 

Much praise is due to the members of the superintending committee, for the effectual aid 
which they afford to the improvement of the gaol; and I have every reason to be satisfied 
with the progress which has on the whole been made since the last year, to place every 
department upon an improved and respectable footing. 

I have recommended that a room should be built in the yard of the entrance building, 
to afford a place for night committals, and the lodgement of drunken and disorderly per- 
sons committed, without disturbing the quiet of the prison : some other necessary 
accommodation will be added at the same time. 



Local Inspector 
Chaplain 

Roman-catholic D° - 
Physician 

Surgeon - - - 

Gaoler - - - 

Turnkey 

D° - - - 

Female D® - - 

Matron - - - 

Hospital nurse 
Schoolmaster - 



Officers and Salaries : 



£ ■ 75 
37 10 “ 
37 10 - 
40 - - 
4o - - 
150 - - 
30 - - 

24 - - 



per annum; reduced 25 per cent. 
d° - - - d® 

d® - - - d« 

^ 0 |reduced under the grand jury- 
- reduced 25 percent. 



d® - 



d° 



£. 507 



5 - 



Bkidewells : 

Kilrush. 

THIS prison contains no one requisite for a prison, and cannot be continued in its 
present state as a place of confinement. 

The town being an important place and quarter sessions town, I have recommended the 
erection of a new bridewell ; and as Kilrush is a very eligible site for a district bridewell, 
under the 32d section 3 Geo. IV. c. 64, I have submitted to the grand jury to present 
a sum sufficient to erect a sessions-house, district bridewell and gaoler's house, according 
to the plan and estimate which is prepared. This measure I have no hesitation to report 
indispensable. 

294. L 
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Ennistymond. 

THIS prison is attached to the sessions court-house, and is not built according to the 
Actuating no day-room or yard attached to it. & 

k ? ere i. is g , r °r n f e r& t0 iDcl , 0se yards to the rear ; by roofing and flooring the 
bridewell end of the building, much accommodation can be o- a ined & 

I have directed plans afld estimates to be laid before life grand jury for effecting this 
object, which Will be more valuable, if the measure should be adopted of discontinuing the 
bridewell at Mutown. 1 8 

Kildysart. 

THIS bridewell is now occupied ns a barrack, and the accommodation afforded to 
prisoners wholly inadequate. 

I, On my first tour through the county, reported it as a prison to be abolished, and am of 
^GeoIVe, 64 Warrant should be lssued for its discontinuance, under the 31st section 

Miltown. 

1 J“! 9 , K'T, do,!s T “I of >l“! accommodations required by law, and 

! rZ rv i Tt," 1 ,he 0f * Wcl ’ m *y be discontinued, under the 31st sec. 

3 Geo IV, 0.64 The prisoners, should qnarler sessions be thought necessary at Miltown 

may be removed to Ennistymond, in which town the prison should be made in every’ 
respect conformable to the Act, tor which I have furnished a plan. This report of the 
prison was made on my first inspection of it, to which I still adhere. 1 

1 conceive that Miltown is an unnecessary quarter sessions town. 

•Sii' Mile Bridge. 

wltil res pecl to Ennistymond nearly apply to this prison, which is also 
attached to sessions court-house. There is complete room for yards in tire rear, and some 
^ eaSlly CUt ° ff f ““ the ha “ <* the “““-douse, or added 

the gra^jury* 1 ' 6 ^ thi “ “ “““ ale for tWs P ris ™ ali0 Aould he prepared and kid before 

Tulia. 

<J? HS A ,K £ T™?* 'T n 1 bu '/ 8 “» d Broadford will probably not be 

continued, it should be placed upon a footing of conform ty with the Act ; and the prison 
is capable of improvement. r “ 

jr»ry haVe di ' eCled “ pla “ and esti ” a,e for lhe requisite alterations to he laid before the grand 
To mgr any. 

THIS prison is wholly unfit for the reception of any human being, even for one night 
“deT rec ° mm “ ded “ R “P»“ <° de discontinued] 

And I still think that a warrant should issue to that effect. 



Broadford. 

THIS is a new prison, of dimensions sufficient to afford accommodation, if made secure 
ana yards added wnh alterations ill the house. It is built in no respect different from a 
private house ; and being so near to 1 , , 11 a and Six M ile Bridge, i. has been recommended by 
me as a prison which should be abolished under the 31st sec. 3 Geo. IV. c. 64. 3 

Ennis Lunatic Asylum. 

noI H hn,!l nat il C aSy i Um at Enni n’ was bui u a few years a S°' at the rear »*** infirmary and 
poor-house; ,t contains 13 cells, 7 in the ground-floor, and 6 over them. There are at 
present confined in these 13 lunatics. 

alUxqrenses" 1 ° f this es,abli * hme "t is generally from 160 /. to 170/. ; this includes 

acJounTs “ <> “ l, ^ a,,e " dant ' and a P ers0 " who Pro'Ues food, clothing, 8tc. and keeps the 
The food is potatoes, milk and bread. 

The surgeon of the infirmary attends daily, for which he has no allowance; the medical 
treatment is that genei ally used for insane persons, according to the nature of the case 
Corporal Tdn'shmem i 3 never inflicted ; and the patients are never fettered or bound up 
m any Wav, except during violent paroxysm, of insanity. 1 

Tins Report exactly corresponds with the state of the asylum at the period of mv last 
thelunatic asylum at Limerick <for the joint use of the counties of Glare, Limeriok 
and Kerry) bemg in forwardness, the inmates of this asylum willnot long remain in the 
present establishment. 8 
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County of Cork Gaol. 

THE house of correction, which on my last tour of inspection was in an unfinished state, 
is now complete, and occupied by male prisoners. It consists of six classes, three of which 
contain 16, and three 15 cells, each with yards, day-rooms, lavatories and water-closets, being 
a total or 78 cells ; five classes being applicable to male prisoners, according to their degrees 
ot punishment, and one to female prisoners ; the latter not yet occupied. The centre house 
contains on the ground and basement floors, the house of the governor and public kitchens : 
on the second floor, a good chapel; and on the upper floor an infirmary, the roof being 
intended to serve as a convalescent yard. Though the ground for this house of correction 
is on a contracted scale, the situation is high and airy, the budding well planned, and the 
execution highly creditable to Mr. Paine the architect. 

Tread-mills have been landed from England, for the employment of the prisoners, which 
are to be applied to the raising of water. It is however to be hoped, that the system of 
productive labour may not be abandoned, and that the attention of the efficient committee 
W *r , con< * uct establishment may be seriously turned to this most important object. 

The regulations of the house of correction are judiciously arranged, and a system of order 
and cleanliness, of regularity in the serving the messes, and in conducting the whole interior 
economy of the establishment, is set on foot, which will render it a model for other gaols. 

As soon as the female class is established in the house of correction, it will be worthy the 
attention of the committee to select a matron, who may possess those qualifications which 
will enable her to do justice to her important charge, in instructing the females in work and 
reading, and also establishing those habits of order and decorum, and inculcating those 
lessons of morality and religion which may realize the professed object pf this institution as 
a house of correction. The most beneficial results would follow from the attendance of 
a committee of ladies, which has been formed in almost all qf the best regulated gaols, to 
superintend this unhappy portion of their sex. The present matron might be rendered 
more efficient, under a proper matron, as a female turnkey to attend her to the female class, 
both in the house of correction and gaol. 

The confidence which I feel in the exertions of the committee, and of Mr. Cotter the 
local inspector, whose attention will be turned to the old gaol as soon as the arrangement of 
the house of correction shall be completed, would render it unnecessary for me to urge upon 
them the present defects of that gaol, but I feel it my duty to state, that the present state 
of the gaol is not creditable to the officers, and that I was much disappointed on conversing 
with the keeper of the prison, to find him unimpressed with just views of the nature anct 
importance of the trust reposed in him : the character and necessary qualifications of a 
gaoler are now estimated by a very different standard from that on which he seems to have 
formed his system ; and when the emoluments of his situation are taken into consideration, 
the grand jury must feel that they can always command the services of the most highly 
qualified individuals to fill this most important and arduous office. The under gaoler 
appears to be wholly unfit for his post ; and from what I have heard of, and observed in 
him, I should recommend his being superseded. 

The stale of the debtors prison calls for regulation, but the committee had commenced 
the classification of the prisoners during my stay in Cork, and particularly the establishment 
of the proper regulations in the pauper marshalseu. 

1 he general classification of the untried prisoners will undergo revision, and it is my 
duty to point out the present injudicious mixture of deseriers with the lightest shade of 
untried misdemenants. 

On the whole, I have much satisfaction in the prospects which the gaols of this great 
county hold out- 

I was assisted by tire attendance of the high sheriff and committee of the grand jury, 
and feel grateful to them for the support which they were kind enough to give to mv 
suggestions. 

Bridewells of Cork. 

THE most judicious arrangements have been agreed to with respect to the numerous 
bridewells of the county, and the following important works decided upon ; viz. 

A new sessions-house, gaoler’s-house and gaol, upon a plan adopted for the whole 
county, is to be erected in the sessions towns of Mallow, Middleton, Kanturk, Clonakilty, 
Skibbereen, Bantry, and Macroom : 

A prison to be built in the towns of Bandon, Dunmanway and Charleville : 

Important additions to be made to the gaols of Fermov, Millstreet and Ross Carbery : 

And a sum of 150/. placed at my disposal, for the purchase of bedding aud furniture for 
the different bridewells; and I have no doubt that another year will exhibit in this county 
a system of bridewells which (without one exception) will,' upon inspection, be found to 
contain every accommodation and supply required by the enactments of the Legislature. 

I have, on my tour through those towns in which manor courts are established under 
their charters, explained to the lords of the manor, or to those gentlemen who acteo for 
them, that the new arrangements will entirely preclude the application of any p. isun to the 
two-fold purposes of a manor and county prison. 

The principles of law upon which their regulations are founded are irreconcileable, and 
the mixture of prisoners lias been equally injurious to the county, and to .lie persons com- 
mitted under the authority of the local jurisdiction. 

294- 1 should 
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I should submit to the grand jury, that 10I. a-year should be added to the keepers of 
ceurt-hoases and prisons in quarter sessions towns, making the total salary in such cases 20/ 
1 am happy to be able to state, that the proprietors of the different sessions towns have 
consented to grant the ground, for the site of the new prison, rent free. 

I cannot conclude this Report without performing the painful duty of urging upon the 
county, prior to the completion of new works, to remove all unqualified persons from the 
situation of gaoler in each bridewell throughout the county; an d to enable them to form a 
judgment of each of these officers, I have directed the local inspector of each prison, to 
make a report to the local inspector of the county gaol. These reports will be formed into 
one general report by Mr. Cotter, and laid before the grand jury. 

Officers : 



Local Inspector, R. B. Cotter, esq. 

Governor - J. J. Murphy - 

Assistant - W m Murphy ... 

Turnkey - 

Two Assistants, 25/. each - 

Matron 

Surgeon and Apothecary, Mr. Maguire 
Chaplain, Rev. Alex. Kennedy - 
Roman-catholic d°, Rev. F. O. Sullivan 
Nurse tender 
Schoolmaster - 


- £.120 - - 
500 - - 
60 - - 
40 - 
50 - - 
20 - - 
80 - - 
50 - - 
50 - - 
13 - - 
30 - - 


House of Correction : 




Governor, Jer. Murphy, jun. - 

Turnkey 

Assistant 


100 - - 
40 - - 
25 - - 
10 - - 


Total 

Rathcormac. 


- £.. 



THIS prison, which is not in its present state fit for the reception of prisoners, has been 
represented to the grand jury in my former Report, and an estimate submitted to their com- 
mittee, to whom a sum has been presented for the addition and repairs necessary to be exe- 
cuted in the several different bridewells in the county, and it appearing to them to be an 
unnecessary expense to the public, they have rejected the estimate proposed, and deter- 
mined on the discontinuance of a prison in this town. The bread dietary, under the 
7th sec. 3 Geo. IV. c. 64, is established in this prison ; and the quarterly returns required by 
the 35th seetion of the same Act, regularly made, and the payments made thereupon. 



Buttevant. 

THIS prison is similarly circumstanced with that of Rathcormac, and the estimate submit- 
tea to the committee of the grand jury has been rejected; the town of Buttevant not being 
considered as a necessary station for a bridewell.- the prisoners now confined under the 
insurrection Act are placed in the military guard-house. 

The bread diet, under the 7th sec. 3 Geo. IV. c. 64, is established in this prison ; and the 
quarterly returns required by the 35th section of the same Act, regularly made, and the pay- 
ments made thereupon. " r J 

CharlevilU. 

I found this prison in the same filthy and deficient state in which I reported it on my 
last tour. The grand jury of the county have determined on the separation of the bride- 
well from the manor prison in Charleville, and the committee have decided on building a new 
prison for the use of the county, in this town, as soon as the ground shall be procured for 
the site. r 

I have in the mean time withheld an order for the supply of bedding, &,c. as the present 
state of the gaol would preclude the possibility of carrying into effect the rules and regula- 
tions ol the court of King’s Bench, or of the preservation of the furniture. 

The present gaol may be converted into a manor prison. 

The potatoe diet, under the 7th sec. 3 Geo. IV. c. 64, is established in this prison • and 
the quarterly returns required by the 35th section of the same Act, regularly made, and the 
payments made thereupon. 

Mitchelstoan. 

THE prison at Mitchelstown is the private property of the Earl of Kingston, who does not 
approve of any additions being made to it; and it is his Lordship’s intention to apply to the 
county to present a sum for the erection of a prison suitable to the place, on a site which he 
tu re and bedding 1 therefore P ost P oned supplying the gaol with the necessary furni- 

Mitchelstown is a proper situation for a county bridewell 
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Ross Carbery. South 

THIS prison consists of two male cells not sufficiently securedagainst the air, and without ■ ^‘ 5 ^ r ‘ ct- 
fire, and is at present without yards or other accommodations required by law. 

A sum of 50/. is presented for the necessary alterations and repairs, to render it a legal 
prison of the lowest class, and the work will go on without delay under the superintendence 
of Lord Carbery. 

The bread dietary, under the lith sec. 3 Geo. IV. c. 64, is established in this prison ; and 
the rules and regulations of the court of King’s Bench in operation, as far as circumstances 
permit. 

Skibbereen. 

THIS prison, which is both a manor prison for debtors and a criminal bridewell, contains 
one miserable cell, in which there is an offensive privy in the room, and on my first visit 
bore every mark of filth and wretchedness which it is possible to conceive. It is unnecessary 
to add, that no accommodations of any description are supplied as the Act directs. On my 
late visit I found the prison improved in cleanliness. 

The grand jury have decided on erecting a sessions-house, gaoler’s house and bridewell, on 
a plan which has been adopted for the different sessions towns throughout the county, and 
distinct from the manor prison. 

The bread dietary, under the nth sec. 3 Geo. IV. c. 64, is established in this prison ; and 
the rules and regulations of the court of King’s Bench in operation, as far as circumstances 
permit. 

Fermoy. 

THIS prison is kept in decent order, and the rules and regulations of the court of King’s 
Bench attended to by the Rev. Mr. Jones, who affords efficient superintendence as local 
inspector. The committee of the grand jury having approved a plan for the enlargement 
of the gaol, the work will be proceeded upon without delay, and the prison will then 
afford 

1 yard for males, with a privy ; 1 good cell for females; 

l d° for females d° ; 3 good cells for males ; 

1 day-room for each sex ; r solitary cell ; 

with good accommodation for the gaoler, and will be a sufficient prison for the town of 
Fermoy, strictly arranged as the Prison Acts prescribe. 

Bantry. 

THIS prison contains two rooms and apartments for the keeper, without any of the 
accommodations required by the existing laws; but the grand jury have decided on the 
immediate erection of a sessions-house, gaoler’s house and prison, on a plan adopted for 
the sessions towns in the West Riding, for which Lord Bantry has granted an eligible site. 

The bread dietary, under the 11th section 3 Geo. IV. c. 64, is established in this prison • 
and the rules and regulations of the court of King’s Bench in operation, as far as circum- 
stances permit. 

Dunmanway. 

THIS prison consists of one cell below stairs, and a room up stairs, in which prisoners 
sentenced in the manor court are confined. r 

The grand jury have, however, determined to erect a new county bridewell, distinct from 
the local gaol, and for which Mr. Cox has granted an eligible site. 

The bread dietary, under the 1 ith section 3 Geo. IV. c . 64, is established in this prison • 
and the rules and regulations of the court of King’s Bench in operation, as far as circum- 
stances permit. 

Bandon. 

THERE are in this gaol two cells, wholly unfit for the accommodation of prisoners 
and unprovided with any of the supplies required by Act of Parliament. It is used also as 
a prison for the debtors sentenced by the local authorities of the town. 

It is now determined to separate local from county prisons, and the grand jury have 
allotted 500 1. for the erection of a bridewell, until the completion of which I have deferred 
making the order for the furniture necessary for the prisoners. This new bridewell will I 
should hope, be commenced immediately after the spring assizes. The present gaol will 
answer sufficiently the purpose of a manor gaol for Bandon. 

The bread diet, under the 7th section 3 Geo. IV. c. 64, is established in this prison • and 
the quarterly returns, required by the 35th section of the same Act, regularly furnished and 
payments made thereupon. 

Clonakilty. >fi I 

THIS prison consists of two miserable cells, and one room for the confinement of debtors 
committed by the local magistrates. The town of Clonakilty having been named by the 
late Act for the division of the county, as a quarter sessions town, the grand jury have 
determined on the immediate erection of a court-house, gaoler’s house and prison, on a very 
good plan, lhe separation of the county prison from that to which the prisoners from the 
manor court are confined, being also determined on, the new gaol will completely afford the 
accommodations required by law ; and 1 trust that this prison Will be completed iinmedifitelv 
after the spring assizes. 3 

294. M The 
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Th e present gaol will sufficiently answer the purposes of a local prison, for the prisoners 
, C0 " «"fer ^jurisdiction of the corporation of the town. 

The bread diet, under the 7th section 3 Geo. IV. c. 64, is established in this prison and 
UlSSS, % ’ e 35th SeCti0 " 0f the same Act ’ re S“ la ' ly “i, and the 
Mallow. 

H ° U ? H th “ Pr 'S n , m T n'nnnveniently situated, and is belli deficient in accom 
•dtition, and in a most filthy and disgraceful state, the Rev. Mr. Wrixott has proposed to 
! "” i “ ‘ ry “ Peri “ e “ t ° f “ * m P rove d system befSreS 

f' and ha y e . determined upon the immediate erection of a new sessions-honso 
gaoler’s house and gao , in this town, for which a site has been fixed upon by Mr Jephsou • 
and I trust the work will be completed immediately after the next assiE y P ° D * 
i have desired an estimate for the small alterations absolutely necessary in the 
^' , an , d .°. rder ^ bedding for the cells : and as the grand jury have determined to separate 
county bridewells from the prisons of the manor courts, the present gaol may answer the 
purposes of a prison of the latter class. 1 * * ai,swer lhe 

The bread diet, under the 7 th section 3 Geo. IV. c. 64, is established in this prison • an d 

^ the 35tl ’ SeC "° n ° f ' he S "“ e Ac,> re S" lari -'' made ’ »"’ d ">» 

Cove. 

THIS bridewell does not contain all the accommodation required by law ■ but it boin„ „ 
convenient small prison, with accommodation for a keeper, a yard, antU separate room wftli 
a fire-place, fc, male and female prrsoners, I have established it at one bed for male. a^S 
»' 11 two of each class. The prison is dem SjH 

luted, and the tides established by the court are enforced under the Rev. Mr Lombard 
local inspector. The prisoners confined in Cove are very few Lombard, 

The bread diet, under the Jth sec. 3 Geo. IV. c. 64, is established in this prison ■ and the 

rssaassr y ,he 35th sec,ion ° f ,i,e same Act - 



THIS prison contains two cells ; 



Newmarket. 



. „ • , -S’}} 8 ’ tlie one for leinales very small and dark, and no fire 

place in either : no common halls, kitchens or yards for the prisoners. " 

. ,, ‘ave submitted to the grand jury a plan for the enlargement and repair of the orison 
to the amount of 183/. which would afford the accommodation required by law-^butin 
consideration of the intended gaol at Kanturk, the grand jury have rejected the plan nm 
considering that it will be necessary to support a bridewell in both these contiguous towns 
priSn. brCad ^ ^ ,S eStab ‘ S ied ’ and thC t l uarter, y returns regularly made from this 

Kanturk. 

IN Kanturk there is no gaol, but the town being, by the late Act, named as a name,- 
sessions town, the grand jury have determined on the erection of a sessionsEe 
gaoler s house and prison, according to the plan approved for the county. ’ 

Macroom. 

THIS bridewell is situated in a quarter sessions town, and forms the ground floor under 
females “ = “ ^ S a " d »« ««■, one foS£ ,„ 7 o„ctr 

The court and prison being insufficient for the town, and the latter being wholly devoid 
of the accommodations required by law. the grand inrv have , /■ " aevom 

court-house, gaoler's house Lnd bridewell,’ on a p S |i at/opfed for' ^tKhole c„“my ld“ T 
new site provided by Robert Hedges Eyre, Esquire, ofVcroom Castle 
1 he bread dietary, under the 11th section s Geo. IV. c. 6 a is establkhed ,i.- 

a.it e p™'mi, anli reSaUi ° m ° F ' he C ° ,m ° f K, "S' S Bench » & as Sum’ 

Millstreet. 

Ssed jmd 'and pdvv “ aCC< “ dali ™ f™ ^ prisoners, and a B 

is IsmbSd!'™ ° f “ e K;,1 ' S ’ , Bench are «P eraU °n i» this gaol, and the bread dietary 
Youghall. 

I Siva found the gaol of Youghall in the same inefficient and ill kept state w hich f 
reported on my last tour. The evil effects of want of accommodation and carfwere nof so 
conspicuous, as .he prison was almost empty ; but much blame attaches to the keeper. 

I have 
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I have conversed with the magistrates at Youghall, and with Colonel Curry, on the part Sooth 

of his Grace the Dukeof Devonshire, and have every reason to expect that immediate mea- District, 

sures will be taken to erect a court-house and prison, sufficient to contain the prisoners ' » 

committed under the charter of this corporation, and in which the magistrates are always 
willing to receive the county committals. 

Castlemartyr. 

Casti.emartvr is not a quarter sessions town, but being near to Middleton, (a quarter 

sessions town,) in which there is no prison, it is important to continue it. The keeper is an 
intelligent efficient officer, and the prison continues in the same creditable state in which it 
was reported last year. 

Kinsale. 

Kinsale bridewellbeing intended for the purpose of a criminal prison, and for the persons 
confined by the local authorities under their charter, should be a capacious and conve- 
nient place of confinement, and is wholly inadequate as well as incapable of improvement. 

Nothing therefore can produce a conformity to the Act 50 Geo. 3, c. 103, sect. 1, but the 
erection of a new gaol on a new site. 

City of Cork Gaol- 

AS the new city gaol is so nearly completed as to promise the removal of the prisoners 
by the 1st of February, it is unnecessary to describe the defects of the present gaol, which 
have been pointed out in my Report of last year. 

It is now determined, as soon as the new prison shall be occupied, to remove the prisoners 
from the bridewell of Cork to this prison, to remain till the bridewell shall undergo the 
repairs and alterations for which the sum of 1,200 l- has been presented ; and as soon as 
that work shall be accomplished, the inhabitants of Cork will have the satisfaction to see the 
north entrance of the main street opened by the throwing down of this public nuisance. 

The new city gaol of Cork is a spacious building, standing in a commanding situation, 
about a mile from the city, and well supplied with water. The only detect in the situation 
bein«- the distance from the town, and consequent difficulty of constant inspection. 1 his 
difficulty will be materially felt by those benevolent ladies, of whose attention to the im- 
provement of the female class a promise is held out, and from whose labours the most 
important benefits are to be anticipated. . . , 

This gaol consists of two sides, containing equal accommodation ; viz. one chapel ana 
three radii, in each of which are three corridors, containing 6 cells and 1 day-room each. 

One wing of the <mol is allotted to male criminals of the different classes, and is rated at 
two to each cell, or 108 prisoners ; the other wing is allotted to females and pauper debtor*, 
rated at one to each cell, or 54 prisoners, making altogether an establishment under the 
nth section 3 Geo. IV. c. 64, of 162 prisoners. r l he master debtors are confaned in rooms, 
in the centre building, in which is the governor's house. . 

There are four good yards, exclusive of the insulating yard, in which latter are two 
buildings, which the grand jury have determined to fit up as a male and female infirmary, 
although not intended for these purposes in the original plan. 

At the front entrance of the gaol is a house for the reception of night committals, gate 

turnkey, inspector’s office, and other useful purposes. 

On the whole, the new gaol of the city of Cork will form a complete establishment. Ftte 
grand iurv have made very liberal provision for the furniture of the prison ; and under the 
care of the valuable local inspector, the Rev. Dr. Quarry, every expectation may be formed 
of a gaol, conducted on the best principles of order, economy, and attention to the comforts 
and improvement of the prisoners. 

Officers : 

- £. 200 



Inspector, Rev. Dr. Quarry 
Chaplain - 
Roman-catholic ditto 
Surgeon, Mr. Maguire 
Governor, Mr. Walsh 
Turnkey and Clerk - 
Schoolmaster - 
Second Turnkey 
Third ditto - 
Messenger - 
Ditto - 
Nurse tender - 
Taylor - 
Barber - 
Sweeper - 

Bridewell : 

Keeper - 
Turnkey - 



50 - 
50 “ 
56 *7 
550 - 
83 5 

3° 16 
27 6 

23 8 
13 ~ 
»3 - 
12 7 
5 10 
5 *0 
12 7 



- for gaol and bridewell. 

- - - - ditto. 

- - - - ditto. 



£. M 33 7 6 



170 - _ 
£. 1,303 7 0 
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\ t City of Cork Bridewell. 

f.u™^l 0rme !£ ep0rt ’.L reCOm, !' en ‘ ied J 0 th<i to confine the bridewell in 

future to the confinement of two classes, disorderly persons confined for twenty-four hours 
and persons detained for examination. The lower floor of the building to befitted un foi- 
led C M, I 1 ? , d ”° a lowan “ ° f fcxJ. ate. but merely the ailmodaflon V i 

wooden guard-bed similar to the practice in the police-houses in Dublin ; the upper floor 
to be provided with two or three beds for the class detained for examination, which 
suggestion has been carried into effect. ’ 

„ in,? 1 * h |? ! >e “V‘ ™ m " f l ’’ looL presented for the improvement of this prison, which 
will be sufficient for the alteration ot the premises, so as to put the whole in comnlete 
0? P iO3’ ft '. '° ,nC °“ W0 !l “ ali 5 ’ a ' dS ’ “ co “ fora,it y with the provisions of the 50 Geo. 3, 

frnfnTfLSd «ttol shall be occupied, it is intended to remove the prisoners 

from the bridewell to the old city gaol, until the alterations in the building shall be com- 
pleted . and this prison will then be found a sufficient bridewell for the city, and conform- 
able to the Prison Acts in its accommodation aud supplies. ^ 

County of Galway Gaol. 

THIS prison, which is built on the very best plan, being a semicircular building with 

Stosrasc? h ° as - r 

N " ™r ' f Al r PrlSOn - N " 5 — 2 cells - misdemeanants tried. 

If belk female prisoners. 6.— .2 cells- - ditto - ditto. 

t=:ficd!;::?ew ean “° ,!untr ' ed - - - di.,0. 

several I,rfec,s ' which 1 bes “ 8ubmit to ,he seri °“ “ 

' rf he ^ bei !?8 but one , class lor debtors, who are numerous in this town, no separation 
has been effected between the master and pauper debtors; a defect which now exists ™ 
Reooft y S r a °'f The .P" nci P 1 e and objects of such a separation, I detailed in my last 

Report, to which I refer. And until a second place can be allotted to the marshllsea 

- c rr d ? at ° ne 5° f USe ,n class N ° with the ba <* yard, be allotted to the paupers ■’ 
and the other house and front yard to the debtors who support themselves. P P ’ 

m ‘l-i e *r a “ se of . the .defect m the debtors accommodation, arises from convertin<r tire 
marshalsea into an hospital, and I consider it quite necessary, that an hospital withsena 
ration for males and females, should be built within the insulating wall P ’ P 

3 *— l he want of classification of the female prisoners. 

th Jf iS m Sl { bjeCt is P articular, y ,Y or i h y the attention of the county, as I consider the state of 
meai PnS °“ erS “ “ *"» ° f s ™ ki ” d - »" d £ calling for some Sive 

The female side of the gaol of Galway, is principally filled by persons committed hv thp 
magistrates as vagrants; while the hospital is filled by‘ venereal cases, the numbers of which 
have so increased, that at present it cannot hold them all. wh,th 

hJS P ^°l S - are T du f, ed to . couimil offences, in order to convert the gaol into a lock 
L A P t l hlS CV1 W ‘ 1 C u 0nl,nue t0 mcrease until a house of correction ?s established k 

l h fu e cases ® mbarrass ever y attempt to improve the female class ; and I strongly 
recommend to the grand jury to present a sum for the erection of a female housed 

- dis ‘c “Sts inss 

It is necessary for me to express my concern, that my observations on the state of the 
insulating yard, have produced no effect, and that the eye of a visitor is still offende,! u! 
seeing that space of ground, which should be gravelled, and add to the air and fppSn™ 
of the prison, and afford a walk or the sentinels or others who may be permitted the use of 
it, converted into a garden and farm for the keeper of the gaol; containing flower-garden 

mrn^mmmrn 

The following notice I recommend to be posted in the prison : 

No visitors are admitted to the classes of tried prisoners. 

.< elev» tone oy„‘c\“ C ' M5eS ' admiUed ° nl ? M “" d «f »- Wednesdays and Fridays, from 
« paring foTiheir'defence!" ** ° f k * al pro- 
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With respect to the prison dresses, I submit the substitution of grey jacket and trowsers South 
for the present party-coloured dress, as better suited to that principle of treatment and District, 

management of tne prisoners, which is now happily universal. ‘ » 

I also recommend an uniform dress for the females; the materials can be purchased for 
a very small sum of money, and the dresses made by the prisoners; shoes should be issued, 

.being included in the clause of the Act. 

Bridewells : 

Gort. 

"SINCE my last tour, the rooms in this prison have been arranged according to law ; 
and this prison now affords a day-room and large cell for men, and a room for female 
prisoners, exclusive of the keeper’s apartments. 

The house is in good order, and kept in a regular and cleanly state. Finding the gaol 
prepared for establishing the rules and regulations of the court of King’s Bench, I have 
filled up a schedule for completing the furniture and bedding; and if a second yard was 
inclosed, the bridewell of Gort would answer every purpose required by the Prison Acts. 

Loughrea. 

THIS prison is in the same dilapidated and ruinous state I reported last year, and beyond 
the possibility of repair. And as a new prison is indispensably necessary in this town, 

I have directed a plan and estimate to be laid before the grand jury at the next assizes. 

The state of the present building renders it inexpedient to equip the gaol with the furniture 
and bedding required by law. 

The bread dietary is established, and the prison conducted regularly, as far as circum- 
stances will permit. 

Ballinasloe. 

THIS prison continues to be kept in a cleanly and orderly state, and the separation 
of male and female prisoners is completely provided for; but there being as yet no day- 
room for either class, whidh, in the male side of the prison in particular, is most essential, 

I recommend that ground should be taken, and an estimate presented to the grand jury, for 
making such an addition. 

I again repeat the suggestion of last year, that in any new arrangement taking place in 
this bridewell, provision should be made for a lock-up cell, without bedding, for the recep- 
tion of drunken and disorderly persons, on their committal. 

The bread dietary is established, and the rules and regulations of the court of King’s 
Bench carried into effect, as far as circumstances permit. 

Tuam . 

THIS prison remains much in the state in which I left it ; and in order to render it an 
efficient prison, for the purposes required by the late Prison Act, an addition should be 
built to it, including two yards to the rear. 

Eyrecourt. 

A new house has been taken since my last tour, affording all the accommodation required 
by law ; and the supply of bedding, &c. being completed, this gaol may now be considered 
as sufficient for the town in which it is situated. 

Woodford. 

THE remote situation of Woodford renders it a convenient site for a bridewell. The 
building contains the apartments required by law for male and female prisoners; also a room 
for the keeper, and magistrates room. 

It is a new building, and under good inspection, being near to the residence of the 
proprietor of the tow n, Sir John Burke. 

Clifton. 

THIS prison, being situated in a most remote situation, is an important one to continue. 

It is a new building, calculated for the temporary detention of prisoners, until removed to 
Galway, and requires no addition but yards, for which a plan is furnished to the grand 

jury- 

Town of Galway Gaol. 

I am gratified to find that this gaol continues in good order ; that the zeal which I was 
happy to notice in my last Report has not abated, and that improvement is progressive. 

Some of the memoranda, left at the period of my last visit, have been attended to! Milk 
ha3 been added to the dietary, which is now regulated according to law. 

The debtors have been classed, but the system of the pauper marshalsea is still defective 
The corridor should be arranged, as in the criminal prison, with sleeping-cells, furnished 
with gaol bedding, and day-room, in which alone a fire is allowed. I have directed the 
*94- N - local 
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South local inspector to present for a supply of beds and bedding for this purpose, without which 

District^ the debtors prison can never be creditably appointed, or the law strictly carried into effect. 

v ' The female class being now attended to, and a matron appointed, I submit the propriety 
of establishing a gaol dress for them, the materials of which can be purchased for a very 
small sum, and the dresses made by the women ; the dresses to be issued on committal, and 
the private clothes of the females to be taken into store and preserved for them. The prison 
dress should be strictly uniform, and should include cap and shoes or slippers. I have been 
requested to furnish books from the Society for the Education of the Poor in Ireland, and 
trust that this class will improve rapidly. 

The grand jury are called upon by the Prison Act, 3 Geo. IV. c. 64. sec. 38, to appoint 
a schoolmaster, which I submit to them to carry into effect for the male prisoners ; books 
will be supplied to them also. 

I have noticed, under its proper head, that my suggestions with respect to converting the 
old day-rooms in the male prison into two additional cells, has not been attended to; and 
I again report it as a necessary addition to the accommodation, which can be effected at a 
trifling expense. I also strongly recommend the erection of a work-room in the female yard, 
as they are so much in want of such a place, that 1 have for the present been obliged to allot 
to them an unoccupied room in the infirmary. 

On the whole, the regulations of this gaol (particularized under their proper heads) are 
established according to law. The prison is very clean, and conducted with regularity, and 
does credit to the officers. 



Local Inspector - 
Chaplain 

Roman Catholic ditto 
Dr. Burke, Physician 
Gaoler 
Turnkey 



Salaries : 

- £.40 - 


- per annum. 


n 3° ~ 


- ditto. 


30 - 


- ditto. 


22 18 


- ditto. 


80 - 


- ditto. 


- 20 - 


- ditto. 


£. 222 18 


- - 



County of Kerry Gaol. 

THE defects in the building of Tralee gaol remain as they were at the period of my last 
Report ; and the various demands which the bridewell system at present presents to the county 
preclude the hope that any important addition to the accommodation of the county <rao| 
would now be undertaken, although the want of the means of classification, or of affording 
separate sleeping cells, as well as the defects in the execution of the building, hold out no 
distant prospect of considerable expense to the county. 

It is, hovyever, very gratifying to me to be enabled to report a most decided change in the 
whole interior economy of the establishment, since the period of my last tour. The officers 
ot the prison, of whose conduct I had then so much reason to complain, have been removed 
by the county, without any remonstrance on my part to the court of King’s Bench and an 
efficient and respectable gaoler, with steady and sober subordinate officers, have been 
appointed. It is satisfactory to find, that the opinion which I had formed of the talents and 
zeal ot the locd inspector, under the disadvantageous circumstances of the last year was not 
ill founded ; and that under Mr. Hurley’s superintendence, the gaol of Tralee no longer 
presents a scene of filth, drunkenness and disorder ; but, on the contrary, that the whole 
system bears the mark of reform. The yards, galleries and rooms are in a cleanly and regular 
state. The regulations are atteuded to, and the general management of the gaol as ^-ood 
as circumstances will permit. 6 ° 

. Mud }. diffic ult y .lias ar isen to the local inspector from the irregular habits of the debtor 
class, which has arisen from their opposition to the regulations established by him to check 
immorality in the Marshalsea; and it should clearly be understood, that the admission of 
families into the gaol is a matter of favour to the prisoners of whatever class, and that such 
an indulgence is not admissible, at the sacrifice of overcrowding the rooms, and much Ipx-c 
of interrupting the good order of the prison. 

It would be an important object to contrive the separation of the tried from the untried 
prisoners ; and the local inspector should, even under the present classification, prevent the 
visits of friends from the persons sentenced to imprisonment. 

I should also recommend the following improvements in the prison : 

1 ’ Z. wo S0,itai 7 ce ^| s to he established in the entrance building of the prison. 

2. 1 he lower room in the infirmary to be converted into a wash-house, and two small 
yards to be inclosed in the manner pointed out by me to the local inspector, for the 
use ot the wash-house and hospital. 

3. Lamps to be placed on the windows, at the ends of the corridors, which would 
give light at the inside for locking up, and at the outside for the sentinels in the insu- 
lating passage. 

4. Three divisions to be erected in the temporary chapel, according to the nhn 

pointed out by me to the local inspector. 8 ^ 

clotiies ° na '* S t0 su ^ ered in llic walls, and wooden racks to be put up for hanging 

6 . Boxes to be made for the turf. 

7- l 
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j. I strongly recommend the entire adoption of the bread dietary, which promotes 
cleanliness and order, prevents the necessity of cooking in the small day-rooms, and 
saves much fuel in winter, and precludes the necessity of any in summer. 

Nothing which I have seen in the improvement of this prison has given me so much 
pleasure, as the appearance of the female class; an efficient matron has been appointed, 
whose services have already produced a visible effect in the deportment of the women. They 
are all employed in making bed-tickens, sheets, &c. for the use of the prison ; and arrange- 
ments are made for the introduction of spinning, and also for the more important object of 
instructing them in reading. It is, however, much to be regretted, that no male school has 
teen established. The law is imperative on the grand jury to appoint a schoolmaster, and 
there being now but one other instance in the south district of Ireland, of a gaol which has left 
this valuable branch of prison improvement unprovided for, 1 trust that I shall find a school 
established before my next Report. 

Officers and Salaries : 



Local Inspector 


- 




- £.60 - 


— p;r annum 


Chaplain 


- 




40 - 


d° 


Roman-catholic D° - 


. 


- 


40 - 


d° 


Physician 


. 


- 


80 - 


- d° 


Gaoler - 


. 


- 


ISO T 


- d° 


Assistant 




- 


39 “ 


- d° 


One Turnkey - 


- 


- 


20 - 


d“ 


One D c - - 


- 


- 


10 - 


d° 


Matron 






20 - 
£. 430 - 


d° 



Bridewells : 
Dingle. 



THIS bridewell consists of one bad cell, with accommodation for the keeper ; there are 
no yards or accommodation as required by law. No window ; and the door made of open 
iron bars, which give, in this damp and dismal black hole, no protection from the cold. This 
is a manor prison, as well as county bridewell ; and as the powers of the manur court are very 
extensive, the town would require a new manor prison as well as a new bridewell. I have 
submitted to the county a plan for the latter object ; and from the communication which I 
have had with the lord of the manor and the recorder of Dingle, I have no doubt that 
proper provision will now be made for the confinement of debtors. 

The bread dietary, under the nth sec. 3 Geo. IV. c. 64, is established in this prison; and 
the rules and regulations of the court of King’s Bench in operation, as far as circumstances 
permit. 

Ca/iirseveen. 

CAHIR bridewell has been built without reference to the 50th Geo. 3, c. 103, but is 
a new and well-built small prison, and by some alteration may be made in some degree con- 
formable to the Act. I recommend the erection of two yards in the rear; that the day- 
room should be altered into a cell and passage to the rear, and the doors turned to the 
yards ; fire-places to be made in both cells : the prison would then afford two cells with fires, 
and two yards, one for males, and one for females. 



Killarney. 

I am sorry to see this prison without any improvement since my last Report, and nothing 
can be more dirty than the prison and yards. I have submitted a plan tor the necessary 
alterations, in order to render this prison equal to the accommodation which would be re- 
quired for a district bridewell in this town. The grand jury will then decide, whether this 
w'ork is to be executed, and whether application should be made to the Lord Lieutenant to 
establish Killarney as a district bridewell, under the 32d sec. 3 Geo. IV. c. 64. The situation 
renders the measure an eligible one ; and the wants of the county gaol afford an additional 
argument in favour of such an establishment in this county. 

Kenmare, 

THIS prison is not capable of being made efficient under the provisions of 50 Geo. 3, 
c. 103, as it is a part of the public inn, and not separable without great difficulty : and 
unless some approved plan is submitted for effecting such a separation, and adding to the 
building a distinct place of confinement for females, a new bridewell will be necessarv. 

The present cells are insecure as well as inconvenient, as the escape of several prisoners 
has proved. The prison is kept in a better state than when I last saw it, and the present 
keeper appears to be competent to his duty. 



294. 




South 

District. 
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South Castle Island. 

District. _ . 

— v < IHlb prison is wholly unfit for the reception of prisoners, even for one night, and in a 

state of the grossest filth and wretchedness, as well as incapable of improvement. The town 
is within eight miles of Tralee, and not a pass from other places; and I recommend the 
abolition of the bridewell. 

Tarbert. 

IN my last Report I represented this house as affording a very good accommodation to the 
keeper, and to lodgers in the upper floor, but as having but one black hole allotted to 
prisoners. 

The prison has been built by the county ; but no lease having been made, and the county 
having ceased to repair the house, it has been let by lease', to the family of the present 
keeper, who in consideration of a salary of 5/. a year, affords the miserable accommodation, 
above Stated, to such prisoners as may be confined in Tarbert. This arrangement 
cannot be permitted to continue, as being equally contrary to law, and unjust towards the 
prisoners ; but upon conversing with the keeper, I have reason to think that he is willing to 
give up his interest in the house to the county, and to submit to an allotment of the rooms 
tor the purposes required by the Prison Acts, he receiving the legal salary of 10 /. a year. 

lhere is a space of ground which could be added for the inclosure of yards; and 
Mr. Leslie, the proprietor of the town, has kindly offered to make a grant of the ground to 
the county, and to relinquish the present ground rent which he receives from the tenant 
lhe bread diet, under the nth sec. 3 Geo. IV. c. 64, is established in this prison ; and’ the 
rules and regulations of the court of King’s Bench in operation, as far as circumstances 



Milt own. 

THERE is in this bridewell one cell below stairs, and a room for the keeper, but no 
separation for males and females. 

There is no yard whatever, nor any accommodation as required by law. 1 have estimated 
for a fire-place, window-sash, and other repairs, which will render this prison more fit for the 
reception of male prisoners, and the keeper can accommodate a female in his own apart- 
ments ; but ultimately the county will be called upon to build a new bridewell, or to allot 
the whole of the building, which now comprises school, market-house and gaol to the use 
ot the prisoners, making the necessary alterations and adding yards in the rear 

lhc bread dietary, nnder. the 11th seci 3 Geo. IV. c. 64, is established in this prison ; and 
the rules and regulations of the court of King’s Bench in operation, as far as circumstances 



Listowel. 

1 have found this prison, as I reported it in the last year, requiring much alteration and 
arrangement, and kept in a state of great dirt and irregularity; and in order to render it 
efficient, it should be altered so as to afford a separate cell and day-room for males and 
tem ales, which could be effected on the ground-floor, tlie upper floor being ample for the 
keeper, lhe yard should be subdivided, unless considered too small; at all events it should 
be floored and rendered a proper place for air and exercise, according to law ; males and 
females being admitted alternately. 

County of Kilkenny Gaol. 

I have, from past knowledge of the gaol of the county of Kilkenny, considered it as a 
respectable county gaol, and in many respects very well regulated. 1 cannot, however 
avoid again reporting, that the suggestions which I offered for its improvement, have been 
totally overlooked : and I find it in the same state in which I at first visited it. The classi- 
fication is not carried into effect, particularly with respect to the yards, which remain as 
they were. Two of them only are used for the air and exercise of the prisoners, some are 
overgrown with grass, and the infirmary yard converted into gardens for the governor. The 
doors at the east end of the corridors should be closed by day, and the passage of the 
prisoners to their yards should be exclusively from the west end. I have recommended that 
the floors of the yards should all be gravelled and rolled, and that each class should have the 
full benefit of the yard particularly allotted to that class. 

lhe important place of matron being filled by an unqualified person, no instruction is 
given by her to the female class, and there is consequently none of that improvement in 
the moral condition of the women, which is so much to be valued, and happily becoming 
so general in other gaols. This subject I submit to the grand jury, and urge respectfully 
on them the necessity of making a suitable appointment, the effect of which will not fail to 
repay tenfold the expense which will be incurred : 20/. a year, added to the salary now 
given to the woman who now superintends the class, would procure an efficient matron. 

The very essential point of solitary confinement by night is by no means attended to, as 
far as it is practicable. It is much to be lamented that every county gaol does not afford 
this accommodation, as it is found from experience that, when a day is passed, in which 

habits 
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habits of industry and order, and moral and religious instruction have been afforded to the 
unhappy inmates of a prison, and is succeeded, not by an opportunity of reflection in solitude, 
but by a return at night to evil association, the good effect of each day’s instruction is lost ' 
before the return of the morning. This fundamental principle of prison discipline is so 
little studied in this prison, that I found, in a corridor occupied by felons, eight cells, six 
prisoners, and only three cells in use, the others either empty or occupied by stores. In these 
store cells I perceived potatoes, one of the bad effects of the potatoe dietary. Smoking 
was permitted in this class. I found great difficulty in discovering the person who had 
been guilty of this irregularity ; but by threatening to withhold the dinner of the class, one 
tobacco pipe was given up. 

I should by no means urge the adoption of the cleanly and convenient diet of bread and 
milk at the sacrifice of much expense ; but it is to be considered that no gaol can be kept 
in order, if potatoes are cooked in the day-rooms. Cooking kitchens are indispensable, 
if cleanliness is aimed at ; and in that case all the expense of fuel, (as well as of the various 
utensils necessary to serve the meals with decency,) are to be added in the calculation of 
the expense of the potatoe diet; and as the county have already established the bread diet 
for two days in the week, I would submit to their reconsideration its general adoption. In the 
average price of provisions, the expense would be found scarcely on a balance to exceed 
that of the diet now in use. 

In my Report of last year, I stated at length the reasons which induce me to recommend 
a general system of prison dresses, but in the present instance I must refer to the 65th sec. 
50 Geo. 3, c. 103, and 12th sec. 3 Geo. IV. c. 64, and report, that many of the prisoners 
being paupers, receiving gaol allowances, and unprovided with those articles of clothing 
which the latter section specifies, of their own property, are entitled by law to a supply from 
the gaol ; and I submit to the grand jury that a discretionary power should be given to the 
local inspector, to provide such articles of clothing as are found necessary to comply with 
the provisions of the Prison Act. 

The male school is well attended, and the prisoners instructed in reading, writing and 
arithmetic. They are also employed in breaking hemp, which produces a considerable 
fund, from which sodie clothing has been purchased. It has been reported to me, that if 
the county would consent to the expense of a breaking machine, at the cost of about 18 /. 
this profit might be trebled, and would create a very important fund to be applied to the sup- 
port of the prison. 

I am much gratified to find that a tread-mill is ordered for this gaol, and would beg to 
direct again the attention of the grand jury to the 30th sec. 3 Geo. IV. c. 64, and to 
suggest that a part of the gaol, in which the tread-mill is to be erected, should be appointed 
as the house of correction, under that clause ; and it should be a strict rule, that no visits of 
friends are to be permitted to the prisoners in that part of the gaol. 

Since my last visit, the Rev. Mr. Graves has succeeded to the late Rev. Mr. Phillips as 
local inspector, and I have every reason to expect much benefit from his appointment. 



Officers and Salaries : 



Inspector - 


- £.40 - - 


Governor - 


- 250 - - 


Chaplain, church of England 


- 30 - - 


Do. - - Roman-catholic 


- 30 - - 


Joint Physicians 


- 70 - - 


One Turnkey - - - 


40 . _ _ j I tbiuk there should be a turnkey 

( each wing of the gaol. 


Schoolmaster - 


- 30 - - 


Matron - 


9 . - - 




£■ 499 - - 


- - ■ 


Bridewells ; 




Tkomastown. 



THIS prison having been reported by me on my former inspection as wholly unfit for the 
inspection of prisoners, even for one night, the grand jury have commenced building a new 
sessions-house and prison, upou a plan particularly well calculated to meet the intention of 
the Legislature, and to afford ample accommodation for the purpose of court-house, gaoler’s 
apartments, and male and female prison, at a moderate expense. The plan, of which 
I entirely approve, is arranged, and to be executed by Mr. Anthony of Waterford. 

Callan. 

THIS prison having been reported by me on my former inspection as wholly unfit for the 
accommodation of prisoners, even for one night, the grand jury have presented 350 1. for 
the erection of a new bridewell, which has not as yet been commenced, but which I trust will 
be executed with the least possible delay, as the present place of confinement is miserable 
beyond description. 

The readiness with which the grand jury have come forward to meet the intentions of the 
Legislature in the county of Kilkenny, is well worthy the imitation of other counties, in 
which the insufficiency of the prisons of the smaller class has been reported. 

294- O 
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South City and County of Kilkenny House of Correction and Lunatic Asylum. 

District. mure: ,, 

— * ' . 1 establishment, supported at the joint expense of the county and city of Kilkenny 

is now united to the Mendicity Institution. The house, which has been reported by me asm 
so bad repair, is now thoroughly repaired, and would be efficient for a female house of 
correction, to which use I strongly recommend its restriction. 

This house of correction comes in every particular under the regulations of the Acts 
relating to gaols; it will therefore be necessary that the supplies of bedding, fires, dietary, 
&c. should be conformed to those Acts. 

The blankets are in bad repair; no tickens provided for the beds according to law, and 
a diet of bread and water established in a manner contrary to 50 Geo. 3, c. 103, s. 69. 
The windows require more ventilation; and the yard, which should be floored, with a view to 
air and exercise, is converted to a garden. I was however gratified to see the state of this 
house of correction so much improved since my last inspection. 

The lunatic asylum consists of six separate cells for males and four rooms (of a larger 
size) for females, with separate yards. The state in which it is kept is extremely satisfactory. 

City of Kilkenny Gaol. 

THE chief points which I have submitted to the grand jury for the improvement of the 
gaol are : 1 

!■ — The regulation and gravelling of the yards for three classes. 

2 - — The placing under strict regulation the admission of visitors. 

3 - — Painting the wood and iron work of the prison. 

I am happy to be able to report the general state of the prison as very materially improved 
since my last inspection. Several practices which were observed upon in my former Reports, 
and which placed the character^of the keeper in a very unfavourable point of view, have been 
corrected, and the gaol is now in a cleanly and orderly state. The prison never can admit of 
a perfect system; but as soon as the proposed work shall be completed in the yards, it will 
be, in my opinion, a sufficient prison for the city of Kilkenny, with the assistance of the 
house of correction, whicli is supported jointly by the city and county. 

The strict regulation which I have recommended, as to the visits of friends to the debtors 
and criminals, is a measure peculiarly necessary in a town gaol, in which the friends in 
general reside close to the prison ; and although it is desirable that this indulgence should 
be permitted to a certain defined extent, it is found that the unlimited admission of visitors, 
tends more than any other cause to counteract the best effects of good prison discipline. 

The situation of this gaol is indifferent, it being the ground floor of the county and city 
court-houses; it is however more open to the rear than would appear by viewing it from the 
street, and with a well-regulated system of yards, may afford air sufficient for the health of 
the prisoners. Stones have been drawn to build a wall, recommended in my last Report; 
and before the erection thereof, the grand jury propose to employ the prisoners in breaking 
the stones, and laying a solid foundation in the yards for a dry gravelled floor. 

The bedsteads are in bad order in some parts, and the bedding deficient, as well as the 
clothing of the prisoners. I have therefore filled up the Schedule C. 3 Geo. IV. c. 64, for 
such articles as are absolutely necessary. 

The decidedly improved cleanliness of the gaol is much to be attributed to the adoption 
of the bread dietary; but it is my duty to acknowledge, that the readiness of the grand 
jury to receive any reasonable suggestions, is likely much to facilitate an effectual improve- 
ment in this prison. r 

A male school is established in the gaol, but no matron is appointed ; at present there are 
but two female prisoners confined. 

Officers and Salaries 

Inspector - 

Chaplain - 

Roman-catholic ditto - 
Gaoler - 

Turnkey ------ 



£. 188 - - 



- £■ 5 ° - - 
30 - - 




•20 - - 



Kings County ( Philipstown ) Gaol. 

THIS prison is now kept in a cleanly and regular state, so far as the officers are enabled 
to carry on the system ; but the defects in the accommodation and supply of the gaol are 
so great, that it must be considered on the whole as very insufficient for the wants of the 
county, or giving effect to the intentions of the Legislature. 

On my former reports upon the gaol, I pointed out such alterations, which, at a small 
expense, would have afforded a tolerable classification, and added much to the comforts of 
the prisoners ; but these suggestions have never been acted upon, it being the intention of 
the grand jury to enlarge the prison, and in a much more complete (though more expensive) 
manner, to effect the objects which I had in view. A plan has been approved by me, for 
the proposed additions, and I trust that at the ensuing spring assizes a presentment may be 
made for the purpose. 

In 
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o defective, as to call for the 






' schoolmaster now attends, under the 38th 



In the following particulars, the state of the gaol is now s 
immediate attention of the county. 

x, — There is no system of employment for the prisoners. 

2. — The school has been discontinued, and no schoolmas 

sec. 3. Geo. IV. c. 64. , , , a 

3. — No matron is appointed to instruct the women and to keep them to work. J ne 
happy effects which have been uniformly found to follow from attention to the female class, 
render it most essential that the 29th section of the same Act should be carried into effect. 

4. The dietary is incomplete, as the prisoners are allowed bat a pint of milk instead ot 

a quart, as prescribed by law. , . , . 

5. — The blankets are very deficient in number, and no bed tickens supplied tlirougtiout 

the gaol. , , 

6. — There being no store provided, some of the few cells (at best not affording the requi- 
site accommodation are allotted to the storage of turf and straw. 

These deficiencies are not only infractions of the law, but are now very rarely to be met 
with in the county gaols, which are in general complete in all these particulars. 

The bread dietary being now only resorted to, in consequence of difficulty in providing 
potatoes, I strongly recommend that it should be established as the permanent diet of the 
gaol. It conduces much to cleanlines and regularity ; and in a prison which affords no 
cooking kitchens, is quite a necessary arrangement, as the cooking in the day-rooms is at 
all times productive of much dirt and irregular hours, and is in the summer season almost 
intolerable; and when the expense of fire in summer, and of additional fire m winter, as 
well as of utensils and salt, is added to the cost of provision, according to the other dietary 
tables, the bread dietary will not be found in general to add to the expense. ..... 

The present state of the yards is very objectionable, in consequence of the subdivisions 
proposed by me not having been carried into effect- There are but two yards for the whole 
of the criminals, male and female, and of the debtors; and one of those yards is converted 
into a garden for the gaoler. The whole of these yards should be levelled, and so floored, 
as to afford exercise to the different classes, which can even then be only afforded to the 
classes in turns, so as to allow to them the portion of time for air and exercise which they 
are entitled to by the 60th sect. 50 Geo. 3, c. 103. For this purpose I have suggested, that 
the prisoners should be, without delay, employed in breaking stones to floor the yards. 

I should again submit to the consideration of the grand jury, the alterations which 1 have 
already suggested, but that I trust the proposed additions will be decided upon at the next 
assizes, and the gaol of Philipstown placed upon such a footing, that the regulations laid 
down in the Prison Acts can be acted on by the officers of the prison. 

Officers and Salaries : 

Local Inspector - - - - - £. 30 - - per annum. 



Chaplain 
Roman-catholic ditto 
Gaoler - - - 

Turnkey 
Surgeon 



3o 

140 



£. 300 - 



Bridewells : 

Parsonstown. 

THIS prison contains on one side a marshalsen, consisting- of four rooms, with a large 
yard attached, in which there is no pump. On the other side, two corridors, one over the 
other, containing in each three cells, 15 feet by 8, and one day-room; one large yard 

attached to the whole, with one pump. _ , a 

On mv first view of this prison, I considered it as one that should be recommended to his 
Excellency the Lord Lieutenant to be appointed a district bridewell, under the 3 2d sec. 
, Geo. IV. c. 64 ; and an additional very strong reason for this measure arises from the smallness 
of the county gaol, in which at this moment four prisoners are confined in a cell ; on the 
whole then, l should decidedly recommend the measure. The present gaol at 1 arsonstown 
is certainly insufficient for the prisoners, if the custom of confining debtors should be 
continued ; but there appears to me to be no principle of law under which such persons can 
be detained in this gaol longer than the period pointed out m the 34th sec. 3 L»eo. IV. c. 04. 
Should the prison be established as a district bridewell, the classes will then consist ot 
prisoners sentenced at the quarter sessions, and persons confined for a few days on their 
passage to the countv gaol, for which the present gaol would be sufficient, if pioperly 
arranged and furnished. In my last Report 1 was obliged to represent that the state of the 
prison was as bad as any thing can be, and that I considered the keeper wholly unfit foi 
his office ; that the furniture was of the worst description, and that the yards were totally 
neglected, and the whole establishment in a most filthy and disgraceful state. 

Since that period the exertions of Mr. Synge, the local inspector have improved thestate 
of the prison, and I have no doubt that when it is finally decided upon what footing the 
gaol is to stand, it will be conducted on the best principles, and present a very ditlerent 
appearance from the present. „ .... • . _ j- t 

I have every reason to think that the measure of converting tins prison into a district 
bridewell will be carried into effect. 

2 . 94 - 
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Money gall, 

' „ r 0 ; l ™ Pr, T ‘ "! , my firS ' Re P°“ ^commended to be abolished, under the 3 ist sec 
3 Geo. IV c. 04. I have now visited it a third tune, and if the grand jury should not think 

¥ rlS °°I 'j W , be absolutel J indispensable that alterations should 

be made, for which I have furnished a plan and estimate. 

Shinrone. 

rs: assn ^ 

County of Limerick Gaol. 

THIS prison, as described in my last Report, is on the radial plan and consists of „„„ 
ki,"ehe„;°T- “* A r T« T S 6 ° f tbe «™« oontahism^publio^aud governor’s 

b f aQd first fl °° r the house of the governor; the second floor contains 
the chapd and turnkeys rooms, connected with the corridors of the prison by iron br£es 
and the upper floor is appropriated to the hospital accommodation of the prison In each 
of the five rays are two distinct classes, with separate yards, which conffin JSJ 
accommodation, 103 individuals, with separate cells, and 22 rooms for debtors and the 
following classification is established : oeoiors, and the 

Cla " Class. 

6 . Misdemeanants untried, 2d class, i4cells 
J . Monies - - - J 3 ditto. 

a. Misdemeanants tried, 1st class, 13 ditto. 

9. Rule of bail and boys - - 14 -ditto* 

*0 *«««• I 10. Females - q ditto." 

The county of Limerick gaol has been proceeding, since my last Report in the 

good^efr^T^T ^ l ^° b ]^ a l sta j^ St ° b ^ abaa ^ aa ^ tbe ^ aa ^' , o^ S ^odfi a |Tus°^will > p , rodMe im 

" h “ 

Officers and Salaries : 

- £• 300 - - per annum. 



Class. 

1 . Master debtors 

2. Common debtors - 

3. Capital felonies - 

4. Single felonies 

5. Misdemeanants - 




Governor - 
First Turnkey 
Second ditto - 

Third ditto - 

Fourth ditto - 

Nurse - 

Ten Wardsmen, 4/. 6 s. 8 d. each 
Two Cooks - 

Two Washerwomen - 
Protestant Chaplain - 
Roman-catholic ditto 
Local Inspector - 
Physician and Surgeon 
Apothecary - 

Matron - 



40 

35 

3o 

3o 

25 

43 



50 

50 

2 5 

80 



3 ° 



£. 782 : 



Bridewells : 

Rathkeale. 

hafbS„”pd* foMhe "if ^cTat^d P ™pvWy e °bei„ a g built The' tieatllZl * 
the furniture required by law. scarcely ht to receive 

Glynn. 

SltSS & ““ ^ - «- g™md 

There » „„ yard or aceomurodation, and there being no apace of ground which would 

admit 
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admit of the alterations required by law, in order to render it a permanent bridewell, it will 
be necessary to build a new prison in this town. 

The bread diet, under the nth sec. 3 Geo. IV. c. 64, is established in this prison ; and 
the rules and regulations of the court of King’s Bench in operation, as far as circumstances 
permit. 

Croom. 

THIS prison contains, on the ground floor, 2 cells without fire-places, and 2 small rooms 
occupied by the keeper ; and on the upper floor 1 large room used by the magistrates. 

There are no yards or accommodation in this prison, nor can it be rendered, with the 
present ground, efficient for the purpose of a county bridewell ; and as 1 understand that 
it is in contemplation to establish a new prison at Cahirconlish, I do not consider that it 
would be expedient to lay out money at Croom. Cahirconlish appears to me to be a better 
site for a bridewell, there being no prison in that direction, and Croom being near to Rath- 
keale, Newcastle, and Limerick. 

Notwithstanding the order of the court of King’s Bench, posted in the gaol, the keeper 
keeps a pig in the prison ; for which infraction of the law I submit that 1 1. be stopped from 
his salary. . . 

The potatoe diet, under the 11th sec. 3 Geo. IV. c. 64, is established in this prison ; and 
the rules and regulations of the court of King’s Bench in operation, as far as circumstances 
permit. 

Newcastle. 

THIS bridewell consists of two miserable cells, with accommodation on the ground 

floor, and on the upper floor for the keeper. „ , . 

There is but one yard, too small to afford exercise, and too dirty to afford air. 1 he grand 
jury having presented a sum, and approved a plan for additions to the prison, this bridewell 
will be rendered efficient. , . , , , , 

Notwithstanding the order of the court of King s Bench, posted in the gaol, the keeper 
keeps a pig in the prison ; for which infraction of the law I submit that 1 l. be stopped from 

h'Vh^potatoe diet, under the 11th sec. 3 Geo. IV. c. 64, is established in this prison; 
and the rules and regulations of the court of King’s Bench in operation, (with the exception 
above mentioned,) as far as circumstances permit. 

Kilfinan. 

Kilfinan is an outpost of great importance, in which a bridewell is necessary, and 
the present one being wholly inadequate, the grand jury have determined to erect one, 
according to the terms of, and with the accommodation of yards and rooms required by, the 
50 Geo. 3, c. 103, sec. 1, and estimates and plans are in preparation. 

Bruff. 

THIS being a sessions town, a bridewell is necessary, and the present one being wholly 
inadequate in every respect, and being incapable of improvement, the grand jury of the 
county of Limerick have determined that a new bridewell be erected, in conformity with the 
50 Geo. 3, c. 103, sec. 1, and plans and estimates are in preparation. The dietary, accord- 
ins to the 1 ith sec. 3 Geo. IV. c. 64, is established, and the quarterly returns required by 
the 35th sec. of the same Act regularly made, and the payments made thereupon. I reported 
to the magistrates of the neighbourhood, that the keeper had been guilty of a great 
irregularity in the care of the convicts on their last transmission to Cork, but trust that the 
effect of the inquiry made upon my report will secure his future good conduct. 



South 

District. 



Cit y of Limerick Gaol. 

I have met with nothing more satisfactory during the whole course of my tour than the 
present state, and particularly the comparative state, since my last Report, of this prison, 
which I am happy to attribute to the zeal and ability of the present local inspector, Mr.Gibson. 

When I last visited the' gaol of the city of Limerick, I found it a less unpleasant course to 
postpone my public observations upon it, than to point out all its detects ; as l was encou- 
ra«ed by the grand jury to hope that no liberality should be wanted on their parts to 
support an improved system. A large sum has been presented at the spring assizes of last 
year for the supply of deficiencies in the prison ; and it is truly gratifying to me to see, that 
since the appointment of Mr. Gibson, their expectations have been realized much beyond 
my most sanguine hopes. u . , , 

Under the former system, a considerable portion of the gaol was noccupied, and no 
classification could be effected. At present, although the building is not so constructed as 
to admit of minute classes, the material distinction of males and females, tried and untried, 
felons and misdemeanants, are effected ; and the very important separation ol the master 
debtors from the pauper debtors carried into complete effect. I lie gaol is now fully occu- 
pied, and supplied with furniture according to^law, the yards gravelled, and allotted Jo the 
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S ou tk classes to which they respectively belong, and the whole establishment kept in a state of order 
District, arrangement and cleanliness, which reflects the greatest credit on the officers The diflkul ’ 

' ties which presented themselves to the local inspector, in the accomplishment of this radical 

reform, were such as might have been exnentpd. and nt= r D c.,i,-o,i *i,„ r , 



V — S...V.O rw n.spcocoi, rn me accompnsimient of this radical 

reform, were such as might have been expected, and as required the exercise of much ner- 
nce and firmness to surmount. These qualifications have, however, been found in 



severance and firmness to surmount. These qualifications have, however, been found in 
Air. Gibson, and it would be injustice to that officer not to give him public credit for the 
important service which lie has rendered to the city of Limerick, and lo the prison denari- 
ment in general. r “ 

■ Th \ r T!,fr c of tbis P rison are precisely what the law prescribes! and if the grand 
jury shall think fit to purchase the contiguous old county gaol, and to make the necessary 
arrangements in that budding, I have no doubt that the establishment on that enlarged scale 
and under its present system, will amply repay the expense. 6 

The state of the female class in this gaol is much to be approved, the duties of ihe matron 
ate well executed, and the deportment and appearance of the prisoners creditable to her. 
1 he instruction which has been afforded to this unhappy class of females, by a benevolent 
committee of ladies, is producing those happy effects which ever attend sucit labours, and 
entitles them to the gratitude ol the public. On the whole, I have no doubt that the effec- 
tual changes which have taken place, will not only raise the character of litis gaol hut be 

Ed a "Tl ° ,mp “j? nt “T. S00 If- “ ,S the <*7 «f limerick, and create an important 
saving in the expenditure of the public money, tn which areduction of the charge, to a great 
amount appears by a comparative view of the presentment of the last summer assizes, and 
tnose of the preceding years. ' 



Officers and Salaries : 
Local Inspector - 
Chaplain - 
Roman-catholic D° 

Med ical Officers - 
Gaoler 
Turnkey - 
Matron 

Schoolmaster - 



£. too 
30 
30 
6o 
150 
40 



Count y of Mayo ( Castlebar ) Gaol. 

I have reported the gaol at Castlebar as totally inadequate to the wants of the county, 
and consequently the female prisoners are removed to a second prison, on the total ineffi- 
ciency of which I have now made three Reports. 1 m 

In this countv, there is the same necessity as I have noted in my Report on the prison of 
the county of Gahvay, from the custom of committing vagrant women, objects for a lock- 
hospital, that a sufficient arrangement should be made by the grand jury for the accommoda 
tion of the female class, in a sufficient house of correction. ° J ^ mmpda- 

The upper prison cannot be converted to any such use, (see my Report thereon:) and I 
again strongly recommend to the gentlemen of the grand jury to confine the present gaol to 
the untried prisoners, and to build a house of correction ; one side to be allotted fo the 
wouie“n niier imprisonment, and the other side to be a work-house for vagrant 

This suggestion is not made as recommending the best course which the grand iury could 
pursue, as 1 have no hes.tntton tn saying, that nothing will place the systet/of the coLty of 
Mayo on a permanently good and sa.tshtctory footing, b„t the ereo-tion of a new county 
any othm^neasnre ^ lln »hich would be but badly afforded by 

It Wil ,ed ,b ! ‘T 1 inspector to arran 8 e the debtors marshalsea in the manner 
m to Se vishingtS reSpeC, ' ng ,he,r mainten “ n «- aad -W* I have pointed 

,T h ? y er f objectionable custom of placing two men in one bed, when the accommodation 
ol bedsteads would have afforded a bed to each, still prevail,, and I have suggested the 
necessary steps to be taken in order to correct it. °° 

On the whole 1 have every reason to be satisfied witlt the attention of the local inspector, 
and to applaud the success of the measures taken by him lo educate tile prisoners and to 
introduce improved feelings and habits; bn, the stale of cleanliness and gSS s 'stem of 
the prison is much below the ordinary state of county gaols. The appearance of the dav 
rooms and cells ,s below par, and the slate of the tnalalsea quite dLraceful the whole 
reflecting discredit on the gaoler. M ge , “ e w nole 

fOl,0Wi ' lg " 0ti “ be l ’“ led « the S«1 *», -Wch h» not 

eleve?t e oonrot„ 0 ck PriSO ' 1 ' rS a ‘' mi, " d °”' J ' °“ ’“““'“J'*' Wednesdays, and Fridays, from 

“ No visitors admitted to the class of tried prisoners 

“This restriction of course not to interfere with tire admission of legal advisers Co mi- 

sowers preparing for their trial;’ b aoviseis to pri 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



ON THE GAOLS, &c- OF IRELAND. 



59 



J2f 



Officers and Salaries : 

Rev. Mr. Pasley, Local Inspector £. 100 
Rev. W. R. Smith, Chaplain 50 

Rev. Dan. Egan, Roman-catholic d° - 50 

Rev. W. Hall, Dissenting d # - 50 

Dr. Ryan - - - - - 180 

Mr. Finglas, Apothecary 60 

Henry Moran, Gaoler - - - 140 

Two Turnkeys - - - - - 40 - — 

Keeper of Upper Prison - - 40 - - 

Matron - - - - - -1176 

One Turnkey - - - - 20 - - 



- - Schoolmaster. 

- - to supply medicines. 



Castlebar Upper Prison. 

I must still consider this prison as wholly unfit for any of the purposes to which it is 
applied, particularly as the only gaol for the female prisoners of the county of Mayo ; and 
1 trust that the measure of erecting a house of correction may be adopted. 

The establishment consists of the following classes : 

1. — Male lunatics. 

2. — Female ditto. 

3. — Female criminals, tried and untried. 

4. — Female vagrants. 

5. — Debtors (added since last year.) 

6 . — Hospital for the sick of both sexes, from the county gaol and bridewell. 

In the latter class are numerous cases of women confined as vagrants, and converting this 
prison into a lock hospital ; some additions and subdivisions of yards have been made, and 
substantial repairs effected, and on the whole the establishment has been completely 
reformed, with respect to the state of filth and disorder, of which I complained when 
1 formerly visited it. 

The house is as clean as circumstances will permit, and no effort seems wanting on the 
part of the keeper or matron to establish regular habits. 

The following points want immediate attention. 

1. — Cleansing and whitewashing the day-room of the females. 

2. — Complete flooring to the yards with a foundation of broken stone. 

3. — To repair the sewer from the privy, which is very offensive. 

4. — Turf boxes in the rooms. 

5. — A uniform decent dress for the women. 

But if the grand jury object to a general system of clothing, at least a compliance 
with the law is necessary, which requires a suitable dress to all who stand in need of it, 
including by the spirit of the Act 3 Geo. IV. c. 64, sec. 12, a cap and shoes or slippers. 
I strongly recommend that materials should be purchased, and the women employed in 
making a prison dress for themselves ; and that their own clothing should be taken into 
store on their committal, and reissued clean and in repair on their discharge. 

Bridewells : 

Ballinrobe. 

I. on my tour of last year directed the architect to prepare an estimate for the alterations 
necessary to place the bridewell on a legal footing, trusting that the grand jury would 
present the necessary sum. The work has not, however, yet been ordered ; and as I con- 
sider the alterations proposed as nothing more than a necessary compliance with the law of 
the land, I have again ordered the plan to be submitted to them. Until the proposed work 
is effected, the system prescribed for the management of bridewells, by order of the court 
of King’s Bench, cannot lie carried into effect. 

The present gaol is not arranged so as to admit of a proper distribution of the rooms ; 
and the yards are in a state which renders them more a nuisance than a means of enjoying 
fresh air or exercise. 

I have every satisfaction in stating, that as soon as the means shall be supplied 
according to law, the local inspector will see that the establishment is conducted in the 
best manner. 

Queen’s County (Maryborough) Gaol. 

IT is unnecessary to repeat my observations upon the total inadequacy of Maryborough 
gaol to the accommodation of the iumates confined, as the measure has been decided upon 
of building a new gaol, the plan of which I have seen and most highly approve of. It is to 
be built on the semicircular plan, which I consider by much the best, and is contrived with 
great skill in all its interior arrangements. I have seen no plan which, upon the whole, so 
entirely meets my ideas of a well-planned gaol. 

This accommodation, which is very gratifying in prospect, is, however, not likely to be 
afforded for years. It is, therefore, incumbent on the county and the officers of the prison, 
to endeavour to render the present gaol as efficient as the nature of the case will admit of. 
. 1 am sorry to state, that 1 have not, by any means, found this gaol placed under these 
advantageous circumstances. 

294. I have 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



60 APPENDIX TO REPORT OF INSPECTORS GENERAL 

.dt 1 ? th l ref ? Ie - wi,h u ,he “”? ni * tee of *0 grand jury, several memoranda, which 
. Ul81 ™‘- th . e - T . haTe bee " k S d e c OUsh «° d ?'“ for the regulation of the prison; and having pro- 
V “'“ 1 *“ rev,! “ Maryborough before the tune of the assizes, I postpone making further 

obseivations upon the interior state of the prison. 5 



Officers and Salaries : 

Inspector 

Chaplain 

Roman-catholic ditto - 
Gaoler - 
Turnkey - 

A Man and Woman to keep the gaol clean 
A Schoolmaster - 



£. 40 
30 
30 - 
too - 

15 12 

40 - 

£.255 12 



- a year. 



Bridewells : 

Portarlington. 

menJ >0 F I p* e Ve ‘ y “ favoarable re P°rt made in the report of the “ Society for the Improve 
to me f ,nd S |°r “j \ B “ cl P, llne >’’ 1 visited this prison, which had never been refumed 
o me , and I found that the single lock-up room, under the market-house had und™e 
" '"J” T dl | r “ T 6t for the rece pti° n of prisoners for a night; but as thf law 
by* tile Prison Act ‘ it wf^ld C °“ fi “ e “ ent ' and as it contains no accommodation required 
such precedent, if 

the^Govern^nVu^der^he^zd'secl^^eofrf.^ sf‘ " , °" ing “ ** »— "«* «» 

Abbey leix. 

County of Tipperary Gaol. 

Extract from Report of last year. 

To^d p ;S^ 

in the rear of the house of correction • an4 v j 6 ® x P edlellc y °‘ erecting a tread-mill 

diate appointment oTamZrfd ‘.SlSiSSVEiSS '3 TlT't the imme- 

sections 3 Geo. IV. c. 64, in aid of the school, wh fh , • ’ tbe 2 » tb and 38 * 

prison. The county have the advantage of th«. ! U ls P lo P osed to establish in tiie 
who will attend the prisoners, and whose exertions are found toTo^ ge " tie “ en and lad ‘es 
similar benevolence has been exerted, the most beneficial^ effecXrlVf ‘dT ’’ 'I”" 
already appeared in the female class in Clonmel gaol rhe S °° d effects bave 

classes, a™ ,KfS“g1lft e ° f *1 “• 3 ™* » *«cifc 

application of its ^ ■ Tbe P ani «<“ 

mutec as well as the necessity of finishing the chapel mem ° randa P™» 19 "m- 

putting a stop to” the hmguTa^ptcS 

sion. Amongst the many evils resulfinp- fmm th; c ;iu° i • tor other ai tides of provi- 
thMows^f preventing the introdnction of food to pauV *££ t 

pan^R^^^ X“ d , a - a copy of which accom- 

spring assizes/ SUbm,t t0 the grand W to be carried into effect at the 

my‘e“^ las. year, i„ order afford r„ 

make at that time has been attended to and JvprS h ‘ C f h 1 u m y duty to 

most satisfactory manner, for which I feel nleasnre . P loveuieiu carried into effect in the 
mittee and grand jury ; and I ^ not disanfeL ?, XpreSS ' ng m 7 gratitude to the com- 
that the gaol of Clomnel would i The fif ?T = “' tU '" Whid ' ‘ e *P™“d, 
rior management. prison ot the first c,ass > In every part of its inte- 

l 'T ale ™ !’ aS been . established ; a 
and benevolent committee of ladies have fnllv r °^ m * , i, Un ^? r j tbe d * rect * on °f an active 
give as to their beneficW riffi- tot < pled , ge whicK 1 'entured to 
prisoners, hut in permanent effects, whifh have bS^ 

prisoners 
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prisoners after their discharge, as well as by most respectable testimonials from gentlemen 
in whose neighbourhood they reside. 

The allotment of the corridors and yards to the different classes has been completed ; the 
arrangements of the house of correction carried into effect ; the separation of the classes 
of debtors has been regulated ; and the pauper division of that class who receive the county 
allowance has been thereby reduced to a very few individuals. 

The bread dietary has been established ; and the convenience and cleanliness resulting 
from it has given much satisfaction to the committee. 

A chapel has been nearly finished, in which provision is made for the complete separation 
of the classes. 

The general state of the day-rooms, galleries, cells and yards is now most clean and regular; 
and I am happy to be able to speak in terms of praise of the attention and zeal of the local 
inspector and officers of the prison, in which the minor improvements pointed out by me in 
the memoranda, entered by me in the committee-book, on my tour of last year, have been 
completed in a manner most creditable to them. 

The salaries of the officers remain as last year, with the exception of that of the physician, 
which is reduced to Sot. a year, in obedience to the act of last session. 

Bridewells : 

Cashel • 

SOME repairs have been effected in this gaol since my last Report, and the prison is in a 
more cleanly state; but the system laid down for the regulation of such prisons is not as yet 
carried into effect. The rules and regulations issued by the court of King’s Bench are now 
furnished to the local inspector, and I have no doubt that his exertions will soon give to 
them full operation. 

Roscrea. 

THE accommodation in this prison being unnecessarily extensive, I have recommended 
that one corridor up stairs, with its appropriate day-room, should be labelled for male pri- 
soners, and the opposite corridor for females ; the two yards to be allotted to them ; this floor 
to be furnished with the regulated gaol bedding, &c. and the ground floor should be 
labelled as follows; viz. 

The day-rooms to be allowed to the keeper. 

The cells to be used for disorderly persons confined from the town. 

In this prison I have always found the prisoners in company with the gaoler and his 
family ; the whole system has been very irregular, but is uow about to be conformed to the 
rules and regulations issued by the court of King’s Bench. An estimate is in preparation 
for the extensive repairs wanted in the prison. 

Tipperary. 

NO improvement whatever has taken place in this prison since my last Report, and it 
remains in the most disgraceful state of filth; and on the whole is one of the worst gaols 
I have ever visited. Nothing would justify my not reporting it as a prison to be abolished, 
but the opinion that it is capable of improvement ; and I have directed an estimate to be laid 
before the grand jury, for such alterations as will inclose a large garden, now (as in many 
gaols) converted to the gaoler’s use, and afford two yards to the male and female prisoners, 
and will also place the cells and day-rooms in an habitable state. The apartments on the 
right of the entrance being labelled as the male, and those on the left as the female prison, 
furnished as the Act directs. 

The centre front room may be used as an entrance hall, and the centre back room as 
a receptacle for drunken and disorderly persons committed from the town. When the gaol 
is capable of receiving furniture, it will be supplied under the 1 1 th sec. 3 Geo. IV. c. 64. 

Caher. 

I found this prison in a much improved state since my last inspection, and likely to be 
well conducted under the inspection of the clergyman of the parish. The former keeper 
has been removed, and some alterations are determined upon, which will afford the divisions 
of yards and apartments for the male and female prisoners, which the law requires: a defi- 
ciency of bedding under the 1 1 th sec. 3 Geo. IV. c. 64, is ordered by me. The bread dietary 
is established ; the quarterly returns filled ; and the other enactments applicable to a prison 
of this class carried into effect. The yards require gravelling, to render them fit for air and 
exercise. 

Borrisikane. 

THIS place of confinement is a dark hole in the market-house of the village, not affording 
any of the accommodations required by law ; and as it is incapable of being rendered a suffi- 
cient prison, I have submitted to his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant the abolition of the 
prison, under the 31st sec. 3 Geo. IV. c. 64. 

294. Q 



J27 

South 

District. 
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Templemore. 

ks ' »W'. is P«> in repair, new painted, 



-£i^±L re^aSs Slabbed £“uS, rfo,S“atj' 

room and tells to the male and female prisoners, with a yard to each class ; the prison k, 

' ?uh sefrSeo IV 3 (Is Th ? “ “ P * Sclledu,e for *• necessary bedding under the 
build fse?ond p,^ ^ “ “ P " mP °" e “ f the ?“*■ " »i" b« necessary to 

Thurles. 

AS tins prison contained twenty cells, with font day-rooms, and two large and two small 
yards I recbtrtmended the rstabltshment of a district bridewell; but as this plan has not 
lh!“, n , d .aP ,ed ’ 1 irnre regulated the establishment on which the supplies are founded, under 
ii n th sec. 3 f*eo. IV. c. 04, at two male apd two female beds to be placed in the 
cehs of the upper comdor, and have directed that the lower should be used for a lock-up 
place for disorderly persons confined at night, who would be likely to injure the bedding 

•f PnS ° , | k J 1,,de ^ one a .g«* improvement in order and cleanliness since my last 
Repo.t , and by the efficient aid of the Rev. Mr. Forster, Thurles is now likely to become 

court°of C Ki„g : s n Seh. * ° f Parli “ ,M "‘- « d >° *• •>*» and regulars from ,h, 

Clonmel Lunatic yJsylum. 

THIS asylum, attached to the House of Industry, contains twenty-two cells with two dav 

CSrT ff Tf y lhC W T ea aud “*“/*»» have yards LuJtoZt ^ 
iMo . further classification can, however, be effected in an f>staliliehmo.,» u- 1 

dejtlrr:™^ “ iba <«■*«* 

•4 ni ‘ mber ot iadies are anxious to promote the improvement of the female Door and 
w, thorn such a person under them, it would be wholly impossible to product ^ tho’ ^effects 

New Birmingham. 

A very decided improvement ha. taken place in this prison and the uran.l 

schedule and ”',h f e mb 'eT g ““ »P "> a 

into e“d“Vc“oTS SsItat^Sr 1 ha ' a “ d ‘>“>>'’ ba — 

Newport. 

most inconvenient and worst prisons?" the soIXetmS with the 

less objectionable ; but Rh £ & llme^Sd that b I” g y " d *! “ ,a - f re " <1 « ! '- 'he prison 

taken ^ nto cons i deral >on, Vefore^tb^piau^f an^priso^is^^roved^by'rhe^pan^jury? G ^ 
Nenagh. 

THIS prison now consists of two corridors of three cells and A . 

County of Waterford Gaol. 

0fSiS^ D rXrL1^b.^^ , ? , - ,,Sr ° M , Wd ' adap,ad “> "> a purposes 

The 
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ON THE GAOLS, &c. OF IRELAND. 

The prison, on my last visit, contained, of efficient accommodation, but three corridors for 
male offenders. 

N° l. — Tried criminals of all classes. 

2. ■‘—Felons untried. 

3. — Misdemeanants ditto. 

With to each corridor a day-room, and another room intended as a work-room, the 
females being confined in a room intended for King’s evidence. Since that period the grand 
jury have proceeded to rebuild the wing of the prison, which was considered as unsafe, and 
the gaol will soon contain double its present accommodation, the work being in great 
forwardness. 

The flagging of the yards, recommended in my last Report, has not been completed ; it 
is also to be lamented, that no school is commenced. To the accomplishment of the former 
there may be practical difficulties, but to the latter, this objection cannot be made. The 
appointment, therefore, of a schoolmaster and matron are urged, not only as objects of the 
greatest importance, but as required by Act of Parliament. 

The establishment of a district bridewell at Dungarvan, under the 33d sec. of 3 Geo. IV. 
c. 64, is a measure which may be worthy the attention of the grand jury. 

With respect to the arrangement, general care, cleanliness and discipline of the county 
gaol, as well of the state of the marshalsea, I have always been enabled to speak in the same 
terms of praise, which on my first view of it this gaol merited, and for the continuance of 
which there is every security under the superintendence of Mr. Hobson. I cannot however 
but lament, that the two great objects in the improvement of prison discipline, employment 
and education, are not as yet commenced, notwithstanding the reports of the two last years. 

On viewing the lunatic asylum at Waterford, as well as those in the counties of Wexlord 
and Kilkenny, I am strongly induced to recommend to the consideration of the grand jury, 
the erection of a joint lunatic asylum (under the commissioners of luuatic asylums) for those 
three counties. 

The present state of the lunatic poor, notwithstanding the attention of the persons 
employed about them, is most melancholy. 

The mixture of the insane with paupers in the House of Industry, is attended with the 
worst consequences to both classes; and in such inadequate institutions, the main object, 
the cure of the malady, can scarce be attempted under circumstances so unfavourable. 

The expense of a joint asylum, advanced by Government, would fall in gradual instalments 
upon the county and city of Waterford and Kilkenny and county of Wexford. 

Officers and Salaries : 

Inspector - - - - - - £. 80 - - a year. 

Gaoler - - - - - - - 120 — - „ 

Turnkey - - - - - -40-- » 

Chaplain - - - - - - 40 - - » 

Roman-catholic ditto - - - - 40 - - „ 

Surgeon - - - - - -60- - » 

£.380 - - 




■* Dungarvan. 

THE prison at Dungarvan is quite inadequate to afford the accommodation to which 
prisoners are entitled. The town having quarter sessions in it must necessarily contain a 
bridewell, and it would be necessary to erect a sufficient prison on a new site, where yards 
could be inclosed. 

The present bridewell is wholly incapable of improvement, and the site does not afford 
room for the necessary yards. 

I have submitted to the grand jury the point, whether it will be expedient to erect a district 
bridewell in this town, under the 32d section 3 Geo. IV. c. 64 ; and until this question shall 
be decided, a plan and estimate for a new prison is postponed, which at the summer assizes 
it is proposed to submit to them. 

Lismore. 

THE prison at Lismore is quite inadequate to afford the accommodation to which prisoners 
are entitled : it has, however, been improved since my last visit, and no essential want of 
comfort was to be seen in the wards. 

A plan has been submitted by Colonel Curry, and approved by me, which would render 
the prison sufficient for this town. 

The quarterly returns are regularly made, and the regulations of the court of King’s 
Bench carried into effect, so far as circumstances will permit. 



City of Waterford Gaol. 

THIS gaol consists of 3 corridors (exclusive of the marshalsea) with separate day-rooms 
for males, and one for females, and is classed in the following manner: 



—Tried males for assault cases, 
which are not forwarded to the 
house of correction, 
s. — Male felons untried. 



N°3. — Misdemeanants untried. 

4. — Females - - ditto. 

5. — Debtors. 
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54 APPENDIX TO REPORT OF INSPECTORS GENERAL 

The gaol is rated at two prisoners to each cell, and as the numbers of each class fluctuate 
they are unavoidably much mixed, and the classification broken in upon. The house of 
correclron accommodates all tried prisoners of both sexes, with the exception of those 
classed No. 1 ; and it were to be wished that one compartment in that prison was altered in 
the manner which I pointed out to receive this class also. 

In my last Report upon this prison, I lamented the total want of that most important 
engine ot prison discipline and improvement, the education of the prisoners 1 and from the 
communication which I had with the committee, I had formed the most sanguine expecta- 
tion, that on my return this year I should find that vital want supplied, but in this hope I 

hL V heH ee "M IM H PO l .'" te ‘ ’ S“ d , ' h , aVe '° lament that no male or female scl ’ 00 ' has esta- 
blished. Mr. Hobson, the local inspector, being very anxious for the establishment of 
schoo s and some lad.es having given hopes of their personal attention to the females 
1 trust that the grand jury may at the next assizes make the appointment imperatively 
lequired by the 39th and 38th sections 3 Geo. IV. c. 64, and that the school will be put into 
immediate operation. F 

The general state of the gaol, its interior management and cleanliness, and particularly 
, h f, a 'Tf nseme,lt of the c ebtor s prison, had always merited a very favourable report from me; 

, , the ll “ e coald *' ,sh . to see the zealous exertions of Mr. Hobson better supported 
by the gaoler and turnkey in this respect, than 1 have had reason, on this tour, to think that 
they have been. The state of the yard is improved. ’ 

Officers and Salaries : 

Inspeclor £ .no 

Gaoler - - _ . . _ -150 

Chaplain 

Roman-catholic D° Qri 

Surgeon ........ ^ 

rurnke y 60 



- a year. 



£. 420 - 



To this list I hope to s 
Waterford. 



2 the addition of a schoolmaster and matron, on my next visit to 
City of Waterford House of Correction. 

THIS prison is an additional accommodation to the city gaol, for the reception of male 
radflMrate pruonera sentenced to imprisonment. It is { W building, insisting 
governors house in front, overlooking four yards, in each yard are ten cells in a Iowtaild- 
ia &,^ nd a ^ay-room in the centre, affording 40 cells in all J 

guard' V" r " PeC ‘ ,0 f eo “ ri ?i require the aid of sentinels to 

guard against the escape of prisoners ; but it is a well-planned, and in some respects a very 

sWuld be bnii S t 0 on rt fi *°° void and should recommend that a brick wall 

cmridor and a 2' f , f » r ° n ‘ ° f the ™ d °'™ “> “ to form a 

corridor, and a lange of internal cells not opening directly on the yard. 

./if”? recommend some arrangement of one of the compartments, by forming rooms 

Isnre « d tb - r °T- lo ? ethe1 ' >» accommodate such assault cases an? others 

as are at present after trial mixed in the untried classes in the gaol. 

A tread-mill is about to be erected, and I trust that the attention of the city may be 
Si hlse of^ectfou ‘ S ° f ^ S ° “ 10 « very compete 

City of Waterford House of Industry — Lunatic Department. 

inmi* if . estn ^ lsh ™ en j t > attached to the House of Industry, is a safe asylum for theunhaonv 
inmates, to whom kind treatment is ffiven ■ bni It ariri- , n ,i,„ * c c i PP 3 

credit forte ladies of riT 7 Vagr “ al ' S ' Th,s wo ' k of benevolence does great 
will reward rtet fobou? S '° g commi,t “- “ d a PP aa ' a >° P™mise a success w?iich 

. ... . County of Wexford Gaol. 

yearf pa! 3 rfo fo rteYebfo^nri' * » **W» Ura lost 

misapnlication of the dot prison, in which the want ot proper arrangement, and the 

food'an" Uni? f“m rtf'"' U ** b "* *^5 to me Ihauhe e^ltTon^' “extra 

a,,<1 ,he s,aK of 

additional *£ iLi* ^ nS L n ii^J e c * ass ‘^ cat ‘ on is not as complete as it will be rendered when the 

infirmary. The sfoS ofrte LSS" 7 >° Phc. one female class in the 

cast iron bedsteads on Rtftn J t i * i * ds defoctlve - 1 should recommend that perforated 
ron oeasteads on stone stands should be erected in each cell. 

The 
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The accommodation of the prison, when the new plan shall be effected, will consist of 
the following classes : 



Class 1. — Felons untried. 

2. — D° - tried. 

3. — Misdemeanants untried. 

4. — D° - - - tried. 



Class 5. — Females untried. 

6. — D° - - tried. 

7. — Debtors. 

8. — Pauper debtors. 



To these classes separate yards will be allotted. 

In this gaol no system of labour has as yet been established, to which I trust the grand 
jury of the county may turn their serious attention as soon as the new buildings are com- 
pleted. And I am sorry again to observe that my Report of last year has produced no 
attempt at the establishment of a gaol school, of the want of which the gaol at Wexford 
now stands as almost a solitary instance throughout the whole of my district, comprising 
twenty county and city gaols. 

The law is mandatory on grand juries to appoint both a schoolmaster and a matron. 
The expense is triflipg, and there can surely be no class of expenditure which makes such 
a return in the improvement of the prison and the county, as that which is directed to the 
moral and religious instruction of the prisoners, and to their acquiring the advantage of 
being able to read and write. 

I submit to the consideration of the grand jury the establishment of regular prison 
dresses; to take into store the clothes of each person when committed; to wash and label 
them ; and to keep them, to be returned to the prisoner when discharged. 



Officers and Salaries : 



Inspector - 


£.60 - - a year. 


Gaoler 


150 - ' 


Turnkey - - - 


80 - - 


Chaplain - 


40 - - 


Roman-catholic ditto 


40 - - 




£.37° - - - - - 50 prisoners. 



Bridewells : 

Enniscorthy and Gorey. 

Although the bridewell at Enniscorthy is not built with the accommodation pre* 
scribed by law, it is a prison capable of being made sufficient for the purpose of short im- 
prisonment, prior to transmission to the county gaol. I have pointed out some alterations 
in the building, by which one wing with a yard will afford a large cell and day-room to male 
prisoners, and the other wing will accommodate the keeper and female prisoners ; of this 
plan I have submitted the estimate to the grand jury. 

I am gratified in reporting that a very striking improvement has taken place since last 
year, and the system promises to give effect to the regulations of the 17th September 1823, 
issued by the court of King’s Bench. 

N. B. The circumstances of Gorey bridewell are precisely the same. 

Neza Ross. 

THIS prison remains in the same state as during my tour of last year, affording no one 
accommodation required by law ; and the discontinuance of the prison would be recom- 
mended under the 31st sec. 3 Geo. IV. c. 64, were it not under serious consideration to erect 
a new sessions-house and gaol in this important quarter sessions town. 

The presentment for this purpose is prepared, and to be submitted to the grand jury at the 
ensuing assizes. 

County of Wexford Lunatic Asylum. 

THIS institution remains in the same creditable state with respect to the kind and lenient 
treatment of the inmates, and to the cleanliness and order of the house, which I have 
reported on my former tours. 

An addition to the house of industry (which is connected with the asylum) has been built 
within the last year, and affords a classification which was before much wanted. 

I am gratified in again speaking of the establishment in the same terms of approbation 
which it has merited since I have been in the habit of visiting it. 

County of Wicklow Gaol- 



THE present state of Wicklow gaol has not disappointed the expectations I had formed 
in my former visits to it, and had expressed in my Report of last year. The alterations in the 
gaol are now completed. The prisoners accommodated with separate cells, except during 
a very crowded state of the prison, and the whole system carried bn under the regulations 
prescribed by the last Prison Act, in a manner highly creditable to the officers, and which 
marks the perseverance of the committee of the grand jury in that zealous superintendence, 
for which they have always been conspicuous. 

The classification now effected is as follows : 

Class N® 1. — Debtors. 

2. — Pauper d° 

3. — Male felons untried. 

4. — D® - - - tried. 

294 . 



Class N® 5.- 
6 , 



Misdcmeanants. 
-Females tried. 

7. — D* - untried. 



SJ 

South 

District. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



66 APPENDIX TO REPORT OF INSPECTORS GENERAL 

The instruction, of the men and women is provided for by the appointment of a school- 
, ™“ ter and matron, and every attention is paid to their moral and religious improvement 
ihe men are employed in making fishing nets, and in cleaning and whitewashing the gaol • 
and the net manufacture has afforded one third of the earnings to be paid to the prisoners’ 
without involving any material cost, as the profits have (after paying that proportion) very 
nearly defrayed the whole expense, and as the manufacture advances a better produce may 
be expected. r J 

rhe females are employed in mending the prison dresses, and in knitting and washing 
Ihe scriptures are read m the gaol, and writing and arithmetic are taught : permission is 
also given to each prisoner to take with him (on his discharge) a copy of the New Testament 
in the authorized version of his own church. 

The hours of the day, and their allotted occupations, are marked by ring of bell, which 
thereto ” reCominended in a11 P nsons as productive of much regularity, and quite essential 

On the whole it is impossible to speak too highly of the attention of the gentlemen of the 
grand jury in this county to their county gaol, or of the order and cleanliness which is 
established throughout the interior management of it. 

I have submitted to their consideration the establishment of a regular prison dress for every 
prisoner. That the clothes of prisoners committed should be taken from them, washed 
labelled and placed in store until the discharge of the owner; and I have recommended that 
a plain grey jacket should be substituted for a party coloured dress, to which there are very 
serious objections. J 

Salaries to Officers : 

Gaoler - - - - - £.yc 

Turnkey - 

Schoolmaster 
Matron - 

Chaplain ... 

Roman-catholic D“ 

Surgeon - 

Inspector - 



25 

25 

40 

40 

40 

50 



- per annum. 
d° 
d° 
d° 
d° 
d° 
d° 
d° 



£.325 - - 



- 36 prisoners. 



Bridewells : 

Ballinglass. 

thi ha y?. received an additional proof of the attention of the grand jury of this county to 
the pubic good, and to their prison establishments in particular, ftoii their haying at once 
t 8 "Sg“"OI,s conratned in my last Report, and having presented a sum for the 
r“ctT“ J *° “ tl> ‘ S bridewdl efficient 05 * Si*"*** bridewell, under 

rai T d e . ad ,h rt!0n ^ii b u°‘- ld ; nSS T a '“S' f °nrartt slate; the walls of the gaol part being 
Sfilh height, and partly arched in ; and when the addition is completed; thl 

gaol will then afford the following accommodation ; viz. 

„ , l -~ The present day-room, with two wards, (now allotted to debtors,) will be the debtors 

prison, with the present yard. 

' “?L eSent S ao * er ’s kjfehen, with two large cells to its rear, for female prisoners, 
new yard ^ ground ' floor ’ and P reseiu magistrates room, for male criminals, with the 

whetTtherr m^maiVdebtora'^ “ 7 " d ’ “ ' ,hich fenM, “ ma ? occasional access 

tl,. 5 ; 7 f! eW . l,ppt '- fl0Or ' vill , < : 0 ? tain , a ma g'strates room and infirmary. It is recommended 
! »L‘ S ^° U<1 be ad °P l , ed as to . the supplies and attendance of the sick; 

I n .. p , M , e . a regular established for supplying medical care and medicines, 

when necessary, to be charged m the contingent accounts of the bridewell. 

is ^; 8 iJt°o P ul that thC deficiencies in the sewers wil1 be remedied before the new building 
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LIST OF PRISONS. 



DUBLIN PRISONS. 



N°. 


COUNTY. 


SITE. 


Establish - 
Ptisouers. 


DESCRIPTION of PRISON. 


REMARKS. 


X. 


Dublin county 


Kilmainham - - 


200 


County gaol - 




to eacli cell. 


2. 


D° - 


Grangegorman-lane 


208 


General penitentiary . 






3- 


Dublin city - 


Green-street - - 


150 


City gaol 




to each cell. 


4- 


D° - . - 


Circular-road - - 




Bridewell. 






5- 


D° - - 


Smithfield - - - 




D°. 






6 . 


D> - 


Marshal-lane - - 




Four courts niarshalsea - 


1 






D° - 


Green-street - - 


. 


City riiarshalsea 






8. 


D" - 


D° - - - - 




Sheriffs prison - ' - 




Marshalsea for debtors, 


9- 


Liberties 






St. Sepulchre’s manor court 




confined in large rooms. 


10. 


D° - 






St. Donore’s - d° 







NORTH DISTRICT. 















N°. 


COUNTY. 


TOWN or SITE. 


ment of 
Prisoners. 


DESCRIPTION of PRISON. 


REMARKS. 


1. 


Antrim 


Carrickfergus - - 


80 


County gaol. 




2. 


D“ - 


D° - - - - 




County town gaol - 


A new gaol intended. 




D° - 


Belfast - - - - 


36 


House of correction 


Quarter sessions town. 




D° - 


Antrim - - - - 


4 


Bridewell ... 


D* - to be altered. 




D” - 


Ballimena - - - 




Manor court - - - 


Do - a new bridewell to be built. 


6. 


D" - 


Ballimoney - - - 


4 


D° - 


D° - - d“. 




D° - - * 


Lisburn - - - - 




Manor court and bridewell 




8. 


D° - 


Ballycastle - - - 




Manor court - 


} 




D° - 


Belfast - - - - 


4 


D° - - - - 


J- 


10. 

11: 


D° - 
D° - 


Glenarm - - - 
Clough - - - - 


2 

2 


D° - 

D* - - - - 


l To be altered. 


12. 


D° - 


Portglenone - - 


2 


D° - - - - 


■ 




D° - - 


Toome - - - - 


2 


D° - - - - 






D° - 


Brouglishane - - 


4 


D° - - - - 


J 


1 S-, 


Armagh 


Armagh - - - - 


40 


County gaol. 








Lurgan - - - - 

Baliibot (Newry) - 










D° - 


4 


D° - - - - 


- - D”. 


18. 


D° - 


Markethill - - - 




D° - - - - 


- - D“. 




D° - - - 


Newton-Hamilton - 


4 


D* - 


Occasionally sessions are held. 


20. 


Cavan - 


Cavan - - - 


70 


County gaol. 


21. 


D° - 


Cootehill ... 


4 


Bridewell - 


Quarter sessions town. 


22. | 


Down - 


Downpatrick • 


5 o 


County gaol - - - 


A new gaol presented for. 




D* - 


Newry - - - - 


iG 


Bridewell - - -I 


Quarter sessiohs town. 




D° - 


Hillsboro’ - - - 


2 


Black-hole ... 


D”; not used now at sessions. 




D" - 


Newtownards - - 


2 


D- - 


D° - - - d”. 


26. 


Donegal 


Lifford - - - - 


50 


County gaol - - - 


An addition building. 


27. 


D° - - - 


Donegal - - - 


4 


Bridewell - - - 


Quarter sessions town. 


28. 


D" - 


Letterkenny - - 




D° - - - - 


D°; not used now at sessions. 




Dublin 


Kilmainham - - 


100 


County gaol. 






Drogheda 


Drogheda - - - 


20 


County town gaol. 




31- 


Fermanagh - 


Enniskillen - - - 


7° 


County gaol. 






D° - 


D° - - - - 


6 


Marshalsea. 




33- 


Kildare 


Naas ----- 


40 


County gaol - 


An addition intended. 


34- 


D° - - - 


Athy ----- 


9 


D° 




35 - 


D° - 


Maynooth - - - 


4 


Bridewell ... 


Quarter sessions town. 


36. 


Londonderry 


Derry - - - - 


150 


County gaol - 


New. 


37- 


D° 


Coleraine - - - 


8 


Bridewell ... 


(■Quarter sessions town; a 
1 new gaol to be erected. 


38. 


D“ 


Magherafelt - - 


2 


D° - 


- - D". 


39- 


D’ 


Newtownlimavady - 


2 


D° - 


D° ; a new bridewell building 




Louth - 


Dundalk - - - 


60 


County gaol. 










{continued.) 
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List of Prisons (North District)— continued. 



COUNTY. 



TOWN or SITE. 



DESCRIPTION of PRISON. 



REMARKS. 



Louth - 
Leitrim 



Ardee 

Carrick- 



f Quarter sessions town; a 
I new bridewell building. 
A new gaol building. 

Quarter sessions town ; repairing. 
A new gaol building. 

A new gaol. 

f Quarter sessions town ; a 
L new one intended. 
Quarter sessions town. 



Bridewell 
County gaol 
Bridewell 
County gaol 



-Shannon 

Manor-Hamilton - 
Longford - - . 
Monaghan ... 



Longford 

Monaghan 



Carrickmacross 
Castleblayney - 
Trim - - . 
Kells - - - 
Navan - - - 
Dunshaughlin - 
Roscommon 
Boyle - - - 
Athlone - - - 

Sligo 

Bally mote - - 
Omagh - - w 
Dungannon 
Strabane - - 
Clogher - - - 
Mullingar - - 
Moate - - - 



Meath 



County gaol. 

Black-hole 

Bridewell 



Roscommon 



County gaol. 
Bridewell 



County gaol. 
Bridewell 
County gaol 
Bridewell 



/ Quarter sessions town ; re- 
l pairing. 

An additional building. 
Quarter sessions town. 

D°; a new bridewell building. 

New gaol presented for. 
Quarter sessions town. 



County gaol 
Bridewell 



SOUTH DISTRICT. 



Establiih- 



COUNTY. 



TOWN or SITE. 



DESCRIPTION of PRISON. 



REMARKS. 



Prito tiers. 



i- Carlow 



Carlow - - 
Tullow - - 
Ennis - - 
Kilrush - - 
Mil town 
Ennistymond 
Kildysart - 
Tomgrany - 
Tulla - - 
Broadfort - - 
Sixmile Bridge 
Cork - - - 



County gaol. 
Bridewell 
County gaol. 
Bridewell 



Quarter sessions town. 



County gaol. 
City gaol. 
Bridewell. 



Kinsale - - 
Mitchelstown 
Mallow - - 
Millstreet - 
Newmarket - 
Macroom - 
Clonakilty - 



and marshalsea 



Under corporationof Kinsale 
Quarter sessions town. 



Bridewell. 



Skibbereen 
Bantry - 
Charleville 



Dunmanway 



Roscarberry 



Rathcormac 
Fermoy - - 
Buttevant - 
Castlemartyr 
Youghal 
Cove - - - 
Galway - - 



fTJnder the i 
t Youghal. 



corporation of 



Galway 



County gaol. 
City gaol 
Bridewell. 



Ballinasloe 

Eyrecourt 

Woodford 

Loughrea 

Gort - - 

Tuam 

Clifton - 



Quarter sessions town. 
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ON THE GAOLS, &c. OF IRELAND. 



List of Prisons (South District) — continued. 



43- I Kerry 

44- D® - 



52. Kilkenny 

53- D° 

54- D" 



56. King’s County 
57- D° 

58. D® - ' 

59- _ D® 

60. Limerick 



m. D* 

67. D® 

68. Mayo 

69. D® - - 

70. D" - 

7 1 . Queen's County 



82. D® 

83. D® 

84. D® 

85. Waterford 

86. D’ 

87. D" 



go. Wexford 
9i- D" 
92. D® 
93- . D® 

94. Wicklow 
95- D® 



Establish- 
ment of DESCRIPTION of PRISON. 
! Prisoners. 



Tralee - - 

Kenmare 

Killarney 

Milltown 

Cahirseveen 

Castle Island 

Tarbert 

Dingle - - 

Listowell 

Kilkenny 



County gaol. 
Bridewell. 
D®. 



Thomastown - 
Callan - - - 
Phillipstown 
Parsonstown 



County gaol. 
City gaol 
Bridewell. 



County gaol. 
Bridewell 



f This would be a good site 
\ for a district bridewell. 



Rathkeale - 
Newcastle - 
Croom 
Glynn - - 
Kilfinnan 
Bruff - - 
Castlebar - 



County gaol. 
City gaol. 
Bridewell 



Quarter sessions town. 



Ballinrobe 
Maryborough 
Portarlington 
Abbeyleix - 
Glonmell 



Cashel - - - 
Thurles - - 
Roscrea - - 
Borrisikane 
Cahir - - - 
Templemore 
New Birmingham 
Nenagh - - 
Newport - - 
Waterford - - 
D® - - 



D®. 

D» - 

County gaol 
Bridewell. 

D" - 

County gaol. 
Bridewell. 
D®. 

County gaol. 
Bridewell 
D®. - 



- - D®. 

2 to each bed. 



: Quarter sessions town. 



Dungarvan 
Lismore 
Wexford - 
Gorey - - 
F.nniscorthy 
New Ross - 
Wicklow 
Baltinglass 



' D°. 

D°. 

D® - 
D". 

County gaol - 

City gaol - 

House of correction. 
Bridewell & Manor prison. 

D® - d®. 

County gaol - 
Bridewell - 



D® - 

County gaol. 
District bridewell. 



2 to each cell. 

Quarter sessions town. 
• - D®. 

- - D“. 



N. B. — The numbers at which these prisons are rated, is the establishment fixed for the regulation of supplies, under 
the nth sec. 3 Geo, iv. c. 64. The buildings in many of the bridewells would contain many more. 



* Prisons marked with one asterisk, are recommended to the Lord Lieutenant to be discontinued, on account of 
vicinity to other gaols : those with two asterisks, on account of the insufficiency of the prison ; those with three, for 
both causes. See sec. 31, 3 Geo. tv. c. 64. 
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APPENDIX TO REPORT OF INSPECTORS GENERAL 



LIST OF LUNATIC ASYLUMS. 



NORTH DISTRICT. 



No. 


COUNTV. 


TOWN or SITE. 


How Supplied. 


REMARKS. 




Armagh - - - 


Armagh - - - 


Public fund - - 


This is a provincial asylum, erecting under the 
Aqt of i & 2 Geo. iv. c. 33 . — not finished. 


2 . 


Down ... 


Downpatrick 


Private, for profit - 


Kept by Mr.' Read, as reported in Appendix. 


3- 


Donegal - - - 


Lifford - - - 


Public fund - - 


Kept in th# old gaol, and the expenses raised off 
tbe county by presentment. 


4- 


Dublin - - - 


Finglass - . - 


Private, for profit - 


Kept by Dr. Harty - - as reported in Appendix. 


5- 


D® - - - - 


D® - - - - 


- - D° - - - 


Kept by Rev. Mr. Horner & C° - - d®. 


6 . 


D® - - - - 


D® - - - - 


- - P" - - - 


Kept by Mr. Gregory - - - - d°. 


7- 


D® - -i ■* - 


Donnybrook 


- - D® - - - 


Kept by the Quaker’s Society - d“. 


8 . 


Londonderry 


Derry - - - 


Public fund - - 


Kept in the infirmary of the county ; d°. 


9 • 


Roscommon 


Roscommon 


- - p® - - - 


Kept in the old gaol of the county - d®. 


.0. 


Tyrone - - - 


Omagh - - - 


- - D® - - . 


Kept in a part of the present gaol - d*. 






SOUTH DISTRICT; 


11 . 


Cork - - - - 


Cork - - - - 


Private subscription 
and presentment. 


An establishment of the first class, in respect to 
order and utility. 


12 . 


Clare - - - - 


Ennis - - - 


Private subscription 


A county asylum. 


3 3- 


Dublin - - - 


Swift’s hospital - 


— 


— 


14- 


D“ - - - - 


RichmondLunatic 
Asylum - - 


— 


— 


15- 


D° - - - - 


House of Industry 





— 


16 . 


Kerry - - - 


Tralee - - - 


Presentment - - 


A small county asylum. 


>7- 


Kilkenny - - 


Kilkenny - - 


- D° - - - - 


— ; 


18 . 


Limerick - - 


Limerick - - 


Private subscription 
and presentment. 


A county asylum, temporary until the erection 
of the new district one : kept in good order. 


19- 


Tipperary - - 


Clonmell - - 


- - D® --- 


County asylum : admirably conducted. 


20 . 


Waterford - - 


Waterford - - 


- - D? --- 


County asylum : crowded in the House of In- 
dustry; and a. miserably disciplined institution. 


21 . 


Wexford - - 


Wexford - - 


- - D® - - - 


A county asylum ; well kept. 
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RULES AND REGULATIONS 



To be observed in the several Bridewells or other small Prisons throughout Ireland ; 
by order of the Court of King’s Bench, the iSth day of September 1823. 



1. — The keepers of the several bridewells or small prisons are to attend to, and comply' 
with, the directions of the local inspectors, according to the provision of the Act of the 
3d Geo. IV. c. 64, Sj 33, by which it is enacted, that the ofticiating clergyman of the. 
Established Church, of and in every parish in Ireland, in which, there shall be a bride-; 



well, more than three miles from the gaol of the county, shall be deemed and reputed to 
be, and is thereby made and declared to be the inspector of such bridewell ; and rhat it 



shall be lawful to and for such clergyman to execute the duty of directing and superin- 



tending, according to law, the supply of each bridewell with necessaries, and that all poor 
persons therein shall be supplied. with such necessaries in the same manner, under the same 
regulations, and out of the same funds, as poor prisoners in the county gaol. 



2. — No food i3 allowed a t the public expense to any prisoner who is not a pauper, unable 
to provide the same for himself or from his. Mends ; and great care i9 to be taken by the 
local inspector to prevent imposition in this particular. (3 Geo. IV. c. 64, 5 j 4.) 



3.— No prisoner who receives the food! of the gaol is- to be permitted to bring into 
the prison any other diet, either from his friends or by purchase. (3 Geo. IV. c. 64, ^4.) 



4.— The diet to be regulated according to the third dietary table prescribe*! by few ; vizi 



1. 


2. 


3 - 


Bread Diet. 


Potatoe Diet. 


Mixed Diet. 1 


2 lbs. of bread 


9 lbs. of potatoes 


5 oz. meal, 4 lbs. potatoes. 


1 quart of sweet milk - 


1 quart of sweet milk - 


1 pint of sweet milk, 1 pint of 


butter milk 



The diet to be divided into two portions, one for breakfast and one: for dinner; so that a 
prisoner coming in one day on route and proceeding on the next, may be charged but for 
one day. The bread dietary is generally to be preferred to any other. (3 Geo. IV. e.64, § 7.) 

g. — The local inspector (or keeper) is to be prepared annually, prior to the visit of the 
inspector-general (of which due notice is to be given) with a return and estimate of repairs 
and deficiencies wanted ; and no account of such expenses is to be presented to the grand 
jury which is not approved and certified by the inspector-general on his actual view of the 
bridewell. (3 Geo. IV. c. 64, § 11.) 



6. — In every bridewell or other small prison* of whatever class, there is to be a separate 
day-room and yard for the prisoners of each sex, with a privy in each yard. (50 Geo. 3, 
c. 103.) 



— The rooms of the keeper in each prison are to be ascertained and assigned to him 
with the approbation of an inspector-general of prisons. 



8. — Each room and cell is to be labelled on the door as “ male cell,” “ female cell,” 
■« day-room,” “ keeper,” & c. &e. and no apartment or yard, on any account, to be applied 
to any use, but that for which it is marked, whether it be occupied or not. 



q. — E ach prison to be supplied with beds and bedding for its establishment as fixed by 
the inspector-general of prisons, with the following articles for each bed. 



1 iron bedstead, or an equivalent. 
1 bed ticken. 

3 good single blankets. 



} go Geo. 3, c. 103, and 
c. 64, § 1 1 and 12. 



jo. — T he bedding is at all times to be kept folded on the beds, and the ticke 
straw, to be changed every two months; 281bs. of straw to each bed ; the keepi 
sible for the care of the bedding. 



ken filled with 
per is respon- 



11.— The yards are not to be converted to any use by the keeper, but they and every 
part of the premises are to be kept at all times in that state of cleanliness which should 
mark a public establishment. (50 Geo. 3, c. 103, § 69.) 



j 2. — Every room is to be scraped and swept daily, and washed once in every week, from 
the 1st day of April to the 1st day of October in every year; and once in every month for 
the residue of the year, and twice in every year is to be whitewashed, and a fire is to be 
kept in every cell (or day-room) for 10 hours in every djiy, from the 1st of October to the 
1st of May, in every year. (50 Geo. 3, c. 103, | 69.) 

294. 13.— AH 
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n APPENDIX TO REPOST OF INSPECTORS GENERAL ON PRISONS. 

. u ' 8tn “- for ** le “‘ to bc 

(50 G^3, h c??o 3 P :|'6 9 C r le ' ” kM ' arc *“ b * *** » -J P™» or yari. 

»„3 5 rJ h \ l0C . al t “’. s f M f <,r “ !° «“»'>■• and certify the quarterly returns of the orison 
Md, tt the b f h '* kn< ”' ,|ai 8 e aDl1 *»>ief, sl >ould vouch their correctness prior t 0 P their 
° the mspector-general. The local inspector is also to e.vplai„ P these rue 
and all regulatrons respecting the prison, to the keeper. ( 3 Geo. IV. c. 64, § 35.) ’ 

rf).— In respect to the contracts for food and other supplies, and to the duties and 
Parliament for^oun^y £ 1 °®“' “ “ bC by re S'“ a,i ‘ )M b ? Ac, of 

len'eeTw 3 P :rituous . or fermented liquors are to be brought into the prison unde, any pre- 

(3 Geo IV .T6 4 S , a | 390 “ Ut ° r " 3 ' “°‘ ler tbe spedal directi0 “ “f lhe ‘“'“i inspector. 

18.— Should any prison be found by the inspector-general deficient in accomtnoda-ion 
2 ' “ ’ e J"l , P ,les required by law, he will report it ,0 the Court, in order that the discon- 
tluudlice of such prison may be recommended, pursuant to the 3 Geo. IV. c. 154, § 31. 

fU w keeper of a prison be guilty of, or permit or suffer any disobedience to 

the above regulations, or be guilty of any other misconduct, the inspectors-general are to 
report the same to the Court. (3 Geo. IV. c. 64, § 41 .) P 0 re 10 

eo.-AU communications to the judges are to be enclosed to the inspectors-nenernl of 
pi sons and ail letters or pacquets tor the inspectors-general are to be sent, unde? cover to 
Sit E. S. Lees, General I ost-ofhee, Dublin, and marked “ On Prison Business." ’ 

^Ve tatTwewS o^strphr^lSa^ h 0 ” 1 ’’ M<1 b “” g “ p " “ 

CHARLES BUSHE, 1 

RICHARD JEBB, ' I Judges of the 

CHARLES BURTON, I King’s Bencii. 

THOMAS B. VAN DELEU R,J 

Examined and Entered, 

IV. Bourns, Dep. Clk. Crown. 
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